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Police probe West Bank car crash 

NABLUS (AFP) — Israeli police Friday began probing a 
car crash which killed seven members of a Palestinian 
family to find out whether it was linked to a settling of 
scores between rival factions of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (P^) Chairman Yasser Arafat's Fateh 
faction. The inquiry was launched after police learned that 
the car's driver had disappeared after the crash on the 
Nablus-Jenin road in the occupied West Bank Friday. They 
said the missing man could be 40-year-old Habes Daghlas, 
a former member of Fateh’s crack forces 17 unit which was 
turned into Mr. Arafat's personal bodyguard. Police were 
investigating the possibili^ that the crash was part of a 
conflict between rival Actions of Fateh. Police said the car 
was caning 12 members of the same family. Seven were 
burnt alive, two women and a child were injured and the 
driver went missing. 
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King, Canadian leaders 

discuss bUateral ties, 
Mideast peace process 

King, in speeches in New York and Ottawa, 
emphasises Jordan’s commitment 




OTTAWA (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on Fri- 
day held tallu with Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
on bilateral relations, the 
Middle East peace process 
and Canada's potential role 
in the economic development 
in the Middle East. 

Hie talks came on the 
second day of a visit by Their 
Majesties King Hussein and' 
Queen Noor to Canada after 
a several-day visit to the Un- 
ited States. 

Of particular focus in the 
Ottawa talks was Canada's 
participation in the Amman 
economic summit scheduled 
to be held in October. 

The King also held similar 
talks with Canadian Foreign 
Mnister Andrei Ouellet on 
Friday. 

- The King and the minister 
exchanged views on various 
international issues and the 
Toddle East peace process. 

Mr. Ouellet expressed 
hope that the King's visit to 
Qmada would contribute to 
enhancing Jordanian- 
Canadian relations. 

The King also met with the 
chairman of the Canadian 
Senate’s Foreign Affairs and 
Iiiternational Trade Commit- 
lee and discussed Canada's 
role in the Amman summit 
and Ottawa's potential in- 
volvement in re^onal de- 
velopment projects in the 


Jordan switches 
r to summer time 


;; AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
on Friday swit^ed to day- 
'2 light saving time when clocks 
- ; were set one hour ahead, 
making the differences be- 
’’ tween Jordan local time and 
Greenwich MeanHme three 
hours. The country will re- 
T' turn to winter time on Sept. 
■ 15. 


Vietnai 
thirds; 
of new 


1’ Paiestinian chiid 
;. kiiied in biast 


f.-.- ;; HEBRON^CAFP) — A 10- 
' ‘ ■ Palestinian bc^ was 

. killed Friday in an explosion 
as he tended his sheep in the 
':r' ' Hebron region of the Israeli- 

' occupiedWestBank.hospit- 

• ':. "-‘^ai workers said. Yousef 

; Hamamdeh was in a field 
. ' used at times by the Israeli 

, army for training exerdses. It 

I ::.Ls-'\ was not immediately dear 
.. - ‘ what type of device caused 
explosion. Two other 
' 'people were wounded, 

. ; Mohammad Hamamdeh. 27, 

. and Jibril A1 Adra, 19, in the 

blast near the village of Yat- 
: ^ .r:i> ta, south of Hebron. 

Iraq dismisses 
' \ , Israeli spy in the sky 

• ■ BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 

on Friday dismissed the 
rt/«nS of ^ Israeli spy satel- 

DOy® saying that U.S. eyes in. 
In 53^9 ’^ sicy failed to spot its Scud 
. launchers during the 

larnP ^ 1991 Gulf war. “Seven U.S. 
satellites overflew and planes 
■ - I'j ■ ; ';flew dozens of sorties during 

. lie 1991 offensive (to end the 
; - , i -xcupation of Kuwait) but 

'‘^-^'-bey failed in spotting one 
! r “ s ingle launcher of the missiles 
. :v '- ;.v ired at the Zionist entity,” a 

"I- ^'-'poltcsman said. 

j-S., N. Korea 
; ;.o resume talks 

' .^-'7 ■ V/ASHINGTON (R) — The 

• , 7' '^fnited States and North 

V‘.s > f^.; ‘orea will resume on its 

• ‘■'Jj uclear reactor dispute in 

■ ■^' i-criin on April 12, the State 

epartment announced on 
i *■ ”;^j^'''Vriday. Spokeswoman 

• 'U hristine Shelly refused to 
' j"’ ,‘Jj)!.‘.y however whether the Un- 

i States was discussing, or 

i V'- *0 propose, a com- 

‘’-J’.. ; '*omise to the dispute, which 
I '.’'O'' y-iuld jeopardise a landmark 
j ■ •• ^'s i' =cord aimed at ensuring 
? .V. *;.;; ’^^.’^/ongyang does not go for- 
ard with a nuclear arms 
i ogramme. 



Middle East. 

The King and Queen ar- 
rived in Ottawa on Thursday 
and were received by the 
governor-general of Canada. 

They were the guests of 
honour at a dinner hosted by 
the governor-general IIiuts- 
day evening. 

In an address at the dinner. 
King Hussein commended 
Jordanian-Canadian relations 
and voiced appreciation of 
the friendship between the 
two countries. 

King Hussein said that Jor- 
dan had alwaw been against 
war in the Middle East and 
against the occupation of 
land by force. 

He voiced pride in the 
democratisation process in 

Ross urges 
Arafat to 
address 
Israeli 
concerns 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
U.S. Middle East coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross urged Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Ar^at here on Friday to 
addkess Israel's security con- 
cerns. 

Mr. Ross said their two-, 
hour meeting in self-ruled 
Gaza City dealt with "the 
question of security that con- 
cerns the Israelis.” 

“I think security needs 
have to be addres^,” he 
added. 

Militants have killed 70 
Israelis since the launch of 
autonomy in Gaza, and 
Jericho last May. 

Israel’s securi^ fears for its 
141,000 settlers on the West 
Bank have held up an army 
redeployment outside 
Palestinian towns there, ori- 
ginally scheduled for last July 
along with self-rule elections 
as the second stage of self- 
rule. 

Mr. Ross heard Palestinian 
concerns over the deteriora- 
tion of their economy and the 
continuing building of Israeli 
settlements. 

Mr. Ross told reporters 
after the meeting issues that 
had to be addressed were 
security and economy. 

“Obviously there is the 
question of security that 
affects the Israelis and it is 
also clear the economic situa- 
tion here is a very, very diffi- 
cult one,” he said. 

Hie United States would, 
do all it could to try to ease 
the Palestinians' economic 
problems, he said. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, tiie 
self-rule authority’s cultural 
minister, said the Palestinians 
and Americans had discussed 
the closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip which was 
“destroying the Palestinian 
economy.” 

Israel sealed off the terri- 
tories after a Palestinian 
suicide bombing killed 21 
Israelis north of Tel Aviv on 
Jan. 22, although it has since 
allowed some Palestinian 
workers back into Israel. | 

(CoaHnund on page 7) | 


Jordan and said that Jordan 
was committed to respect for 
human rights and political 
pluralism, stressing the im- 
portance of public participa- 
tion in the decision-making 
process. 

The King emressed hope 
that the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty would be a 
foundation for comprehen- 
sive peace. 

He also expressed hope 
that this peace would .iot be 
only a peace between indi- 
viduals and governments but 
also peace tetween ;jeoples. 

The governor general said: 
“Our two countries have 
shared a long history of 
friendship. Your presence 
gives me the opportunity on 
behalf of all Canadians to 
honour Your Majesties for 
your leadership and courage 
in the pursuit of a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle 
E^. 

“We have long considered 
you Your Majesty a good 
mend and a trusted advisor 
on events in the Mideast. 

“I might say that your in- 
terviews where you explained 
so well the problems of your 
region have been very valu- 
abk in..th^.Vndersta. 7 aing of 
the Canadian refoim of what 
raur country and your area. 
In fact in Canadian eyes you 

(CootmiMd on page 7) 



Mubarak, Assad to meet in Damascus 

CAIRO (R) — ' E^ptian President Hosni Mubarak, fresh from a 
trip to the United States, will see Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
in Damascus “veiy soon,*' possibly on Saturday and Sunday, the 
Syrian ambassador said on Friday. The two presidents, who 
regularly coordinate on the Middle East peace process, will assess 
the extent progress on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks. 
Amba^dor Isaa Darwish told reporters at Cairo airport on his 
letum from Damascus. Mr. Darwish said Syria w’as also looking 
forward to hear from Denis Ross, the U.S. peace process 
coordinator, who is now in Israel and who plans to go on to Syria. 
“We are waiting for him and for the ideas he has brought and the 
ideas he has picked up in Israel. We see the U.S. role as very 
important and the United States must realise that peace will not 
come about without peace with Syria." he said. The ambassador 
repeated Syria's position that the’ main obstacle to progress was 
chat Israel had not announced that it was ready to make a complete 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights. “This Israeli intransigence 
will not only affect the Syrian and Lebanese tracks. It will also 
delay and abort the whole peace process." he added. 


Price: Jordan 150 

Syria-Israel army talks 
unlikely soon — U.S. 


Jordaniao Ambassador to Israel Marwan Mnasber with Israeli Fore^ Minister Shimon 
Peres on Friday (AFP photo) 

Muasher meets Peres, says 
Jordanians need to feel peace 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Jordan’s new ambassador to 
Israel, Marwan Muasher, 
said Friday that his people 
have not yet benefited from 
the peace treaty signed last 
year between the two coun- 
tries. 

“We should be aware of 
the fact that this official 
peace has to take some rime 
before it is translated to 
peace between people in the 
regjon,” Dr. Mu^er told 
reporters after a meeting Fri- 
day with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

*‘I think the average citizen 
in Jordan needs to feel also 
that the quality of his life 
been improved and that 
pe^ does indeed bring sta- 
biiiiy and bring security In the 
region.” 

Dr. Muasher arrived 
Thursday as Jordan's first 
ambassador to Israel. 


TEL AVIV (^encies) — 
An Israeli cabinet minister 
demanded Friday that several 
Jewish settlements be up- 
rooted soon and that the 
army start with the tiny Net- 
zarim enclave in the Gaza 
Strip to set a precedent. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid, a peace nego- 
tiator with the Palestinians, 
likened Netzarim to “a bone 
in the throat.” 

Alarmed settler leaders 
and opposition legislators 
met in Netzarim later Friday 
and said they would move 
more pec^le to the settle- 
ment, which is home to 32 
families, to block evacuation. 

An Isi^Ii official said Fri- 
day that the government was 
examining several “creative 
id^,” including the up)TOOt- 
ing of a settlement, that 
would compensate the 
Palestinians for a less-than- 
complete' troop withdrawal 
fiiom West Bank towns. 

Israel has reached the con- 
clusion that because of Israeli 
security concerns the ^llout 
cannot be as extensive as 
originally promised in the 
1993 Israel-Palestine Ubera- 
tion Organisation accord, 
said the official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

“Since we can't poll out 
from all of the West Bank, 


those creative ideas will be 
heard with more lisvour in 
government meetings,” the 
official said. 

Mr. Sarid said Friday the 
government must decide 
soon to uproot Netzarim and 
other Jewish settlements, 
saying they were points of 
unnecessary friction between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

**It is very important and 
actually vital that already 
during the interim stage (ot 
P alestinian self-rule), soon, 
we set a precedent of remov- 
ing settlements,” Mr. Sarid 
said on Israel Radio. 

“Netzarim is only an exam- 
ple. Netzarim is a bone in the 
throat, but it is not the only 
bone,” he said. 

Mr. Sarid's view is re- 
portedly shared by a majority 
in Mme Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government, but 
Mr.Rabin until now has re- 
sisted demands to uproot set- 
tlements during the 1994- 
1999 interim period of 
Palestinian self-rule. 

The Israeli official said Mr. 
Rabin has reviewed army 
contingency plans for evacua- 
tion, but has not made a 
decision. The official said 
Mr. Rabin has softened his 
position on dismantling set- 
tlemqnts. 

(CealiBMd «■ pace 7) 
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Dr. Muasher, who was 
spokesman for the Jordanian 
delegation in peace talks 
which opened in 1991 and 
played an important part in 
reaching the accord, added: 
“This requires both political 
and economic developments 
to take place and certainly 
both these developments will 
take some time.” 

Israel's first ambassador to 
Jordan, Shimon Shamir, also 
took up his post in Amman 
on Thursday (sec page 3). 

Mr. Peres told Dr. 
Muasher on Friday that he 
hoped the European Union 
and especially Germany 
would provide gnomic aid 
to JonJan by inmting in wa- 
ter projects, ministry spokes- 
man Rafi Gamzu said. 

Mr. Peres told reporters 
that the next step in im- 
plementing the peace accord 
was economic development 


along the Israeli-Jordanian 
border. He said two sides 
would seek to develop water, 
communications and infras- 
tructure projects. 

“There is a lot to do, a lot 
of work, Mr. Peres said. He 
added that the implementa- 
tion of the treaty was “com- 
ing along very nicely” and 
that it promised benefits for 
both sides. 

“It is a peace with a mini- 
mum of complexity and with 
a lot of potential,” he smd. 

Next week, Jordan and 
Israel plan to announce a 
'number of joint projects, said 
Mr. Gamzu, the ministry 
spokesman. 

The announcement is ex- 
pected during a meeting in 
Amman next week of a steer- 
ing committee that will pre- 
pare October’s regional eco- 
nomic conference. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross on Friday poured cold 
water on Israel's hopes that 
Israeli and Syrian military 
officers might meet soon to 
discuss in detail security 
anangements for the Golan 
Heights. 

“I would not expea that' 
there would be any such 
announcement on that 
soon,” Mr. Ross told repor- 
ters after meeting Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres in occupied Jerusalem. 

“I think it's important that 
the ground be very well pre- 
pared before we have the 
(military) experts get 
together again,” said Mr. 
Ross, the U.S. special Middle 
East coordinator. 

The Israeli and Syrian 
chiefs of staff met in 
Washington in December but 
no progress was reported. 

Israeli foreign ministry 
spokesman Danny Shek told 
reporters on Thursday that 
Israel hoped to finish the 
current round of 
ambassadorial-level talks 
with Syria in Washington 
with an announcement of a 
resumption of talks between 
the military officers. 

The ambassadors are cur- 
rently discussing security 
arrangements on the Golan 
Heights but it will be up to 
Israeli and Syrian generals to 
work out the details. 

Israel and Syria decided to 
move on to the question of 
security guarantees on the 
Golan after foiling to break 
an impasse on the key issues 
of the scope of an Israeli 
withdrawal and the shape of a 
future peace. 

“The main obstacle in the 
negotiations remains the Sy- 


rian demand for parallel 
security arrangements on 
both sides of the future bor- 
der.” according to the Israeli 
foreign ministry. 

Israel accepts the idea of 
demilitarised zones but re- 
jects Syria's demand that 
they should cover equal 
areas, arguing that it is a 
much smaller country than its 
Arab neighbour. 

Maarive newspaper said 
Fridy that the Jewish state 
wanted the zone to be nine 
time larger on the Syrian 
side. 

Despite the obstacles, 
Washington believes private- 
ly that a rough draft of an 
accord is possible by Septem- 
ber, ahead of elections in 
Israel and the “United States 
next year, Israeli television 
said. 

The U.S. envoy was to 
travel later Friday to Syria for 
talks with President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

He will return to Israel for 
more talks with the anny 
chief-of-staff Amnon Shahak 
on Saturday and another 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Sunday. 

A peace shuttle by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in March led to 
the resumption of 
ambassador-level bilateral 
talits in Washington after a 
three-month suspension. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said Friday 
his country wants "balanced, 
parallel and equal” border 
security arrangements with 
Israel as part of a possible 
peace treaty. 

“Israel's claim that it is the 
only party with security con- 
cerns is contrary to the 

( Co a tinwed on pi^ 7) 
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UNICEF stresses need to give high 
priority to Palestinian children 

Uncertainty over funds and wages are a major 
hurdle in effectiveness of PNA , suggests Jolly 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior U.N. 
ofRdal has describe the eco* 
nomic situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip as sad- 
dening and shocking and cal- 
led for increased internation- 
al support for the success of a 
plan of .action to address 
some of the core problems 
facing the territories' children 
and women. 

Richard Jolly, acting ex- 
ecutive director of the United 
Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), said that in talks 
with Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and other 
PNA officials on Wednesday 
be emphasised the need to 
give high priority to the needs 
of children. 

“Certainly, one was shock- 
ed and saddened to see the 
economic difficulties in Gaza 
and the West Bank," Dr. 
Jolly told the Jordan Times in 
an interview in Amman on 
Thursday. 

“We were told that the 
World Bank has said Gaza is 
dying. And certainly we saw 
the difficulties there, and 
Chainnan Arafat spoke ab- 
out it to us, and we could see 
the consequences for health. 
Immunisation seems to have 
sunk," said Dr. Jolly. “This is 
of great concern." 

Dr. Jolly noted that he had 
addressed a symposium on 
children in Gaza on Wednes- 
day and said his central mes- 
.sage was: “Gaza is a perfect 
example for when the first 
call is needed for children, 
both in bad times and good, 
in economically difficult 
times as in times when things 


are better." he said. 

“There is logical and very 
practical case for high prior- 
ity to the most urgent needs 
of children," be said. “The 
needs of a new-born cannot 
wait for one week. We made 
that point very strongly." 

It applies equally to the 
Israeli authorities in terms of 
allowing vaccines and other 
supplies to the territories as 
well as the international com- 
munity “in granting urgent 
priority aid..." 

The PNA says that less 
than one-third of internation- 
al aid pledged to the Palesti- 
nians in October 1993 has 
reached the territories, and 
the bulk of the aid is being 
used to pay the Palestinian 
police force. 

The PNA's ar;^ment in 
support of the police force is 
boosted by increasing secur- 
i^ inddents inside and out- 
side the autonomous Gaza 
Strip and Jericho and else- 
where in the West Bank as 
well as within Israel. 

Adding further pressure to 
the situation is the Israeli 
demand that the PNA crack 
down on militants — some- 
thing that cannot be done if 
the policemen and security 
forces are unhappy over their 
working conditions and salar- 
ies. the PNA offidals say. 

Dr. Jolly said UNICEF, 
drawing from its vast experi- 
ences around the world, had 
drawn up a plan for the West 
Bank and Gaza several 
months ago and that the 
world organisation was opti- 
mistic that the detailed 
aspects of the programme 
could be in place in another 
three months. 

The programme covers ur- 


gent immediate needs as well 
as medium-term plans in 
reaching the main areas of 
health, education, nutrition, 
women, water and sanitation. 

“We have been helping the 
Palestinian Authority to pre- 
pare programmes of action to 
ensure that the priorities in 
tile he^th and services sector 

are carried forward a good 

start has b^n made," he 
said. 

While UNICEF can help 
direct efforts towards cost- 
effective programmes and 
measures, the world body 
cannot extend massive aid to 
implement the programmes 
themselves. 

It raised its profile and 
activities in the Palestinian 
territories in the last two 
years and is coordinating with 
the PNA — formed in July 
1994 — after working mostly 
witn non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs) for many 
years. 

Asked how he assessed the 
efficiency of the staff of the 
PNA in implementing prog- 
rammes, D^. Jolly said he 
was not fully fomiliar with the 
situation. But he suggested 
the lack of funds and the 
erratic flow of aid to the PNA 
could be one of the reasons 
that led to severe internation- 
al criticism of the self-rule 
authority ahd its organs. 

“It is a mixed picture," he 
said. “Some ministries are 
working better than others. 
Health, in my understanding, 
is beginning to get ^inp in a 
better form. Education is still 
needing to get a plan... a 
frame." 

He said PNA officials had 
underlined the need for more 
schools. “Iliey are now run- 


Israeli tourists faU to 
bring windfall to Jordan 


By Mohamirmd Hasni 

Agence Fnaace Presse 

MAD ABA — Israeli tourists, 
have disappointed Jorda- 
nians' hopes of a gold rush 
since the border between the 
two neighbours was opened 
up by last October’s peace 
treaty. 

The town of Madaba, 3S 
kiloinetres south of Aitunan, 
has become a regular stop on 
the tourist trail because of its 
Byzantine church with a map 
of Palestine in mosaic. 

But owners of souvenir 
shops here say they prefer 
free-spending Westerners to 
Israelis for whom Jordanian 
products represent no 
riovelty. 

“Israeli tourists are tight 
with their money," said one 
frustrated shopkeeper after 
displaying a range of bedouin 
cai^ts to an Israeli woman. 

She looked at them all, 
offered half the asking price 
then walked out of his shop 
empty-handed. 

“I prefer the Americans 
and Europeans who have 
never seen Jordanian craft- 
work before. Our products 
are not very interesting to 
Braelis who are used to 
seeing them on diplay in Old 
Jeru^em," another shop- 
ke^r said. 

Croups of Israelis gathered 
in Madaba around the sixth 
centu^ Franciscan church 
listening attentively to a 
Jordanian guide talking ab- 
out the lesrored collection of 


Hie Israelis no longer 
arouse curiosity in the town. 
“We don’t even notice them 
any more,’' smd a grocer in 
the souk. 

But the autiiorities are still 
nervous about their presence 
in the country. At the Roman 
ruins of Jera^, 40 kilometres 
north of Amman, tourist 
groups are discreetly escorted 
by police. 

liie security Services also 
keep a dose eye on their 
coaxes. 

“One security agent for 
eadt vehicle," said a driver 
with a thinly veiled reticence 
towards his Israeli “couans," 
as Jordanians call the visitors. 

“We have made peace and 
we are all behind the (ruling) 
Hashemite banner but we 
can't allow Israelis to try to 
felsify history," he said. 

Some Israelis, he said, laid 
daim to historic sites, such as 
Mount Aaron near Petra, 260 
kilometres south of Amman, 
reputedly tiie site of tiie tomb 
of the Jewish people's first 
great priest. 

The visitors have fared lit- 
tle better in the Jordanian 
press, where they have been 
accused of thefts and 
attempts to de^ud their 
hosts. 

Such inddents have also 
been reported in the Israeli 
press, notably the cases of a 
oou^ple who “moved out" of 
their hotel room and a tourist 
who was spending foiged di- 
nars. 

In spite of his country’s 


ambivalence. Tourism Mims- 
ter Abdul Hah Khatib sees 
no difference between the 
20,000 Israelis who have vi- 
sited since the start of tiie 
year and the growing number 
of European and American 
tourists. 

But even he acknowledges 
that some of his compatriots 
lack enthusiasm. “There is a 
certain reticence towards 
Israeli tourists among some 
people," he said. 

Jordan, whidi has been a 
big. rise in visitors this year, 
operates a quota system 
allowing in 900 Israeli tourists 
each day under the terms of 
the peace treaty signed on 
Oct. 26. 

On Tuesday the Jordanian 
and Israeli tourism minister 
signed a cooperation accord. 

It provided for greater 
cooperation between tiie two 
nei^bours’ tourism orga- 
nisations but did not change 
the quota of Israeli tourists 
allowed into Jordan nor lift a 
restriction on Imeli vehicles 
entering the country. 

Israeli travel agents have 
threatened to boycott the 
Kingdom if Israel tourists ai^ 
not allowed to enter freely. 

But Jordanian, which 
came only. the second Arab 
country E^pt to sign 
peace with Israel, refuses to 
increase the daily quota for 
the moment saying it does 
not have room fbr them all. 

On Thursday, the two 
countries exchanged ambas- 
sadors. 


Palestinian state only way to Israel allows return home of 1 • 
curb Israel — Abdul Shafi 84 members of Fateh 


\it' 


. ning triple shifts in many 
cases," he said. “There are 
many other things in educa- 
tion and how they are stitch- 
ed together coherently... is 
obviously a critical issue." 

But the uncertainty over 
salaries is one of the key 
factors that would determine 
the efficiency of stati, he 
said. 

“I suspect, frx>m my experi- 
ence in many African coun- 
tries today, that a major 
problem is the lack of incen- 
tive for civil servants," be 
said. 

“If they do not get a 
reasonable, regular salary," 
then it was only natural that 
the uncertainty will affect the 
efficient of the staff, he 
pointed out. 

“I think there is great 
tendency on the part of the 
donors to blame the govern- 
ment and the civil servants 
for inefficiency and not to 
understand that no matter 
how brilliant we managers 
are... we would be reduc^ to 
inefficiency if we were to 
work in a-tituation with all 
the obstacles that are going 
on." 

He noted tiiat tiie PNA 
collected taxes of $400,000 in 
the first month, and the re- 
venue rose to about $11 mil- 
lion thereafter only to go 
down again. 

Such an uncertainty, he 
said, “what that must do to 
serious planning?" 

“As far as I could see some 
of the people in planning are 
very well-trained... but how 
can they cope with the uncer- 
tainty? It is a major question. 
It has very serious implica- 
tions for children." 

Lebanon 

jetliner 

turned . 
away 

from 

Jeddah 

BEIRUT (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bian authorities refused to 
allow a Lebwese airliner to 
landing at the Red Sea Port 
of Jeddah Friday, apparently 
because the passengers in- 
cluded a Muslim fun- 
damentalist cleric. 

The pilot of the Middle 
East Airlines (MEA) Boeing 
707, flying from Khartoum, 
capital of Sudan, reported 
that the Saudis also refused 
to allow the plane to land at 
another airport in the King- 
dom. 

No explanation was given to 
the pilot, who flew the 707 
back to Khartoum, the 
sources reported. 

The Lebanese flag carrier 
was later told by Saudi au- 
thorities that the dispute 
arose from a bureaucratic 
mixup over the paperwork 
relating to the flight number, 
the sources said. 

But they specualted that 
the flights was turned back 
because Sheikh Saeed 
Shaaban, a Lebanese Sunni 
Muslim fundamentalist lead- i 
er was on board. 

Sheikh Shaaban attended a 
inference of Islamic clerics 
in Khartoum last week. The 
turned-back 707 was sche- 
duled to fly on to Beirut from 
Jeddah. i 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — TTie 
Palestinians' former chief 
peace negotiator, Haidar 
Abdul Shan’ has said an in- 
dependent Palestinian state 
was the only way to curb 
Israeli expansion. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, at a lec- 
ture on Thursday night in 
Abu Dhabi, said Israel had 
still not abandoned its claim 
to Arab lands. 

“Israel still does not have 
international boundaries, so 
there is a possibility of a new 
expansion," he said. 

“I am confident the estab- 
lishment of an independent 
Palestinian state will put a 
brake to such an expai»on." 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Cfrganisation (PLO) 
signed the landmark self-rule 
deal in September 1993 and 
they have been locked in 
negotiations to implement 
the agreement which covers 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

‘*We are deceiving 
ourselves when we talk about 
O^o at a time when Israel 
has not stopped bmlcfing set- 
tlements or dropped its ex- 
pansionist claims," said Dr. 
Abdul Shafi, a critic of the 


Oslo accords which led to the 
autonomy deal. 

“But how we can counter 
such a dilemma? 

“I think throupfi a united 
Palestinian position and an 
expanded decision-making 
base, which must be re- 
spected Ity all, indudtng Abu 
Ammar," he said, referring 
to PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

“Honest legislative elec- 
tions could be the right start 
to reach such a position." 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said 
Palestinians were encouraged 
to enter the U.S.-sponsored 
peace process after Washing- 
ton led the militaty campai^ 
to liberate Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation in the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

“We saw in this interven- 
tion an attempt by the Amer- 
icans to enfold U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

“Since they liberated a 
country that was occupied for 
months, we thought they 
could liberate another that 
was occupied for decades," 
he said. 

“But it was all an illusion. 
America intervened to des- 
troy Iraq rather than liberate 
a country under occupation." 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Israel has authorised the re- 
turn of 84 members of Pales- 
- tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh faction to the 
West Bank and Gaza includ- 
ing its former leader in Leba- 
non, Palestinian officials said 
Friday. 

Hie Palestinians were on a 
list of 2(X) people drawn up by 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority and handed to Israel 
to request their return from 
the diaspora. 

Among the 84 permitted to 
return is Zeid Wehbe, Mr. 
Arafat's personal representa- 
tive in Lebanon until 1990, 
the officials said. 

Mr. Wehbe went to the 
PLO's headquarters in Tunis 
five years ago to head a coor- 
dination committee. 

Khaled Hassan Sheikh, the 
PLO's representative in In- 
dia, has also received permis- 
sion to return. Palestinians 
on the list who were turned 
down by Israel were mainly 
military offidals who carried 
out anti-Israeli attacks. 

Palestinian National Au- 
thority officers gave no date 
for the PLO members to 


cross through Israeli-*', 
controlled border check-'' 
points into the self-ruled 
areas. 

About 9,(XI0 Palestinians ■ 
from across the Arab World 
have been allowed into Gaza 
and Jericho as part of a local 
police force. 

Several thousand other 
PLO activists have returned 
to take up positions in Mr. 
Arafat's administration. 

Meanwhile, a Palesti nia n 
intelligence service agent sur- 
rendered on Friday to Israeli ' 
police who have wanted him 
on kidnapping charges, his 
family said. 

Anwar Awad, 23, is ac- 
cused of kidnapping Palesti- 
nians in East Jerusalem, in 
defiance of an Israeli ban on 
Mr. Arafat's self-rule author- 
ity operating in East Jeru- 
salem. 

He was reportedly carrying 
out orders from the Palesth 
nian preventive security chief 
in the West Bank, Colonel 
Jibril Rajjub, and took the '* 
suspects for questioning in 
the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho. 

Mr. Awad is one of Mr. 
Rajjub's bodyguards. 


Muslim scholars issue draft fatwas on AIDS 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Islamic sdiolars from more 
than SO Muslim countries said 
AIDS carriers who knowing- 
ly transmit the disease to 
others should be given 
punishments for premedi- 
tated murder if the recipient 
dies. 

The scholars representing 
Islamic affairs ministries from 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) states also said 
a pregnant woman who has 
AIDS does not have the right 
to abortion even though 
might pass it on to her fetus. 

The more than 140 scholars 
who form the Council of Isla- 
mic Jurisprudence issued the 
dedsions after their annual 
meeting on Thursday in Abu 
Dhabi. The OIC includes 
countries in Asia, the Gulf 
and the Middle East. 

“Abortion is totally forbid- 
den by Islam," they said late 
Thursday after, four, .days of 
talks ori AIDS, ipves(meht in 
banks and shar^, tra^ipg'in 
gold and silver, anjj ^^er 


issues. 

Hie nearly 150 officials and 
sheikhs not^. however, that 
medical evidence showed 
pregnant mothers could in- 
fect their babies with the 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome. 

Hie scholars, whose re- 
commendations are usually 
adopted by most Muslim gov- 
ernments, agreed unani- 
mously that an AIDS- 
infected person who trans- 
mits the killer disease to 
another must be killed if the 
victim dies. 

The statement said if AIDS 
carriers knowingly infect 
others," and the person dies 
from it, then the carrier 
should be given the punish- 
ment for premeditated mur- 
der." 

The scholars issued 
another fatwa authorising 
mothers to breastfeed and 
I’.OP&MP !tiekdii|(jren.even if 
viriis. 

.■,’fn»efe ''fs 'hb objection 
und^^ Iflani fqr.this. unless a . 


medical report advises 
against it." they said in a final 
statement. 

“In view of the fact that 
transmission of the infection 
from a pregnant carrier to her 
fetus does not happen most 
of the time, except at adv- 
anced term... or during child- 
birth. then it is not legally 
permissible to abort it," the 
statement said. 

The decisions said mothers 
who have AIDS should not 
be separated from their chil- 
dren or prevented from 
breastfeeding, and that peo- 
ple with AIDS should not be 
isolated. 

“A wife has the right to ask 
for seperation from her hus- 
band if he is suffering from 
AIDS on the grounds the 
disease is transmitted mainty 
through sexual contact," it 
added. 

“Regarding isolation o£. 
AIDS victims, it is unaccept- 
able... since available medic- 
al information proved the dis- . 


ease is not transmitted, 
through normal contact... but 
thiou^ sexual intercourse, 
contaminated blood and pre- 
gnancy." 

It also recommended that 
measures during the annual 
Haj to Saudi Arabia, which 
starts next month, “to con- 
firm pilgrims are free of con- 
tagious diseases, espedally 
AIDS." 

The council’s decision will 
only become law if they are 
issued by Islamic authorities 
in the countries concerned. It 
also depends on whether the 
country uses the Sharia as the 
basis for law. 

Mahmoud Salem, a council 
official, told Reuters on Fri- 
day this was the first time that 
the council which agrees on 
draft fatwas. or edicts, had 
issued them on. 

“The decisions are consi- 
dered a group fatwa from 
which individual fatwas will 
; be issued in the 51 states," he 
■ said. 
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Pelletreau sees shift to reconciliation 


i'jctors 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affeirs 
Robert H. Pelletreau told the 
House iDteroational Rela- 
tions Committee Thursday 
that “an historic shift towards 
reconciliation is underway" 
in the Middle East. 

At the time, he stressed 
that the Palestinian Author- 
ity “most make very effort to 
combat terrorism and ex- 
tremist violent in tiie area 
under its oonfrol" and that 
Israel should “pontinue to 
discharge its obligations 
under the declaration of prin- 
dples.” 

“Jordan is clearly doing its 
part, and we must do ours," 
he said of the administration 
pledge to for;^e Jordan's 
U.S. debt. “The uncertainty 
of the fate of the request to 
forgive Jordan’s debt has 
been creating shock* waves in 
Jordan. If the administration 
is unable to follow tbrou^ 
now on this commitment, we 
run the risk of undermining 
the Jordanians who acted so 
courageously to make peace 
vnth Israel, as well as tiie 
prospem for a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. 
The support of Congress is 
essential." 

Mr. Pelletreau also said 
that “the administration is 
actively considering ways to 
strengmen further the mter- 


natiooal pressure on Iran. 
We already have the tightest 
restrictions of any, nation on 
trade with Iran, but they 
need to be tightened further. 
We also need the support of 
our allies.!* 

Following is an unoffidal 
transcript of part of Mr. Pel- 
letreau's remarks as deli- 
vered: 

Securing peace in this, 
tu^ulent area of the world 
remains a fundamental 
American national interest, 
and consequently is at the 
forefr*ont m this administra- 
tion's diplomatic efforts. . I'm 
l^eased to report ^at our 
initiatives and events of re- 
cent months have reenergised 
the peace process. We were 
encouraged by the renewed 
commitments made by the 
negotiating parties at the 
Feb. 2 Cairo summit and the 
Feb. 12 meeting hosted by 
the president at Blair House. 
Secretary Christopher and 
Vice President Gfore" have 
made separate trips to the 
r^on within the last month 
to build on the spirit of these, 
meetings. As you know. 
President Clinton met with 
Egyptian President Mubarak 
at the White House this week 
to discuss next steps in the 
peace process. Our special 
Middle East coordinator, De- 
nnis Ross, arrived in the re- 
^n today to continue our 


facilitation and encoura^- 
ment of the peace negotia- 
tions. 

The Israelis and Palesti- 
nians have agreed on a road 
map for implementing the 
second phase of the declara- 
tion of principles. The issues 
on the table are difficult 
ones. Israel needs to be sure 
that is people are safe 
violence and terror. The 
Palestinians want greater 
autonomy, redeployment of 
Israeli troops and urgent im- 
provements to their desper- 
ate economic situation. 
These core concerns are 
being addressed. 

The Palestinian Authority 
must now make effort to 
combat terrorism and ex- 
tremist violence in the area 
under its control. It must 
capture those responsible for 
terrorist acts, try them and 
incarcerate them. In fact, we 
can report that the Palesti- 
nians are doing a better job 
on security. Palestinian au- 
thorities state that thSy have 
preempted a number of 
attacks again^ Israel. Some 
arrests have been made, and 
a security court has b^n 
established. We are told that 
prosecutions are being pre- 
pared. 

Cooperation with Israel on 
security matters has im- 
proved as well, most notably 
wifo the creation of a joint 


senior security committee. 
These efforts must now be 
reinforced. Trials must be 
held, weapons in private 
hands confGcated. The mes- 
sage needs to be unequivocal 
that Gaza mil not be a safe 
haven for terrorists. 

Israel, fbr its part, needs to 
continue to discharge its ' 
obligations under the dec- 
laration of prindples. With - 
an improvement in the seem^ 
ity situation, Israel will need 
to move rapidly on transfer- 
ring authority, redeploying 
troops and facilitating early 
elections. 

Hie international com- ; 
munity also has a responsibfl- ; 
ity to insure that Israeli- • 
Palestinian negotiations con- ! 
tinue to move forward. The ; 
U.S. has led by example fii ; 
this respect, fulfilling onr '• 
pledges of assistance Miile ; 
examining new ways to make ; 
our support more effective. ; 
We have also been workiiM • 
intensively with die rest ctf ! 
the donor community to pro- ; 
vide the Palestinians with the ; 
resources they need to • 
out their growing respmisibi- ! 
lities. Mr. Brown's statement ; 
has details about our recent ; 
efforts to make our assistance ■ 
programme more effective ; 
and relevant to the situation * 
on the ground in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 




.NNinAN TEUBVISION 

Td: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

I4:M DogCty 

U‘JO Harry and HendeisoM 

15;N Wilncss lo Survival 

15:30 RoadtoAvonlea 

IfcSe Tarazan 

i74W Lc Pain Noir 

194W News in French 

19:15 FaUiPasRcvera 

IP-JO The Bom and ihc Bcautifiii 

20:00 Life in the Freezer 

20:30 The Nanny 

2140 Dive the World 

21:15 Cape Rebel 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 

Feature Rim: “Deadly Vows" 
00:59 Tanamcia 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:S2 Fair 

07:12 (Sunrise) Ouha 

1347 !. Dhuhr 

16:12 *Asr 

20:83 MaghnH) 

2143 >Isha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazanth Qwrdi 
SweUleh. Tel. 810740 
AsfcnbGcs or God Church, Tel. 
63278S. 

5L Jowph CboKb Tel. 624590. 
Chord! of the AnaoBdatioa Tel. 
637440. 


De ta aUle ChniA Td. 66I7S7 
Ihmnacsa ChwA Td: 6ZZ366 
Cfaiirdi oT the Auandadoo Td. 
623541. 

Aaghcan Ctavch Td. 630S5I . TeL 
62SS43. 

ArmoiaB CathoHc Charch Td. 
771331. 

Armmian Orthodox Chwefa Td. 
775261. 

SL Eptardaa Cbarcfa Td. 77I7S1. 
Ammap Intcraadoiial Chnidi Td. 
652526. 

EvangcBcal Lothem Chwefa Tel: 
834328. 

Gcrman-spcakiBa Evangdlod Con- 
gregatioo Tel. 684195 
The Latter-Doy Td. 6S4932 
Cbordi oT Naaitae TeI.67S691. 
The EvangeBcal Lxi^ CIm^ Id 
AiBOian 

Tcl. 81 1395 


WEATHER 

Biffletwi supplhd by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorok^, 

Rdadve warm weather oondt- 
tions prevail with temperatures 
risiiig further, clouds appearing at 
different altitudes, and winds 
souibcasicriy moderate, in Aqaba, 
it will be warm and dusty with 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 12/27 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 16 / 34 

Deserts 10/28 

Jordan Valley 15/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Aminan 24, Aqaba 32 Humidity 
readings: Aminan 12 per cent, 
Aqaba 23 per cent, 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHTDUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. YousefNasr 751 144 

Dr. Ghakb Zawaid^ 73M1 1 

Dr. Walk! A1 Mmri 67S48S 

Dr. Hisham Kan’en 790286 

Ftns pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharma^ 778336 

Al Asema pbaimacy 637QSS 

Nairoukh phannacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmaqr 636730 

Yaeoub phannacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharnuqr 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847633 

IRBID: 

Dr. htehaminadAIHilu .... 279773 
Alquds(Aarma^ (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halasch 982799 


Khalifeh phannacy 985417 

emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637III 

Gvil Defence Department 661] ll 
Cml Defcoce Immediate 

Rescue 63034I 

GvO Defence Emcigenw I99 

RescucPolice m.62lfl1. 637777 

Fire Brigade 6I7I01 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TiafRc Polkc 896390 

PabUe Sceaiity Dcpanmcni 630321 

Hotel Comidaints 

Price Complainis 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipalify 

Comphinls 7871 1 1 

Tdepbone Infomiation 

(dirccioiy assistance) 121 

OveneasC^ 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Remirs 623101 

AbdaliTcleidione Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 7^111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Aulhoiin 680100 

Jordan Eloctridiy Authority 

8IS6IS 

Eleanc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Fti^ Infonnadon .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussdn Medical Centre 813813/32 
KhaKdi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbas. J. Amman 636I4Q 

Palestiiie. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmebani Hospital 669131 

Universily Ho^rital 845^ 

Al-Muastaer Homtal 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhairccn ... 777I0I/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Asbrafieh 775111/26 

Army.Marica 891611/15 

Oucen Alb Hosphal ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674ISS 

*The Arab Centre foe Hew and 
Special Surgery 865199 


2AKQA: 

Zarqa Govt. H< 
Zarqa National 


ital (09)983323 
ispital 

(09)900560 
(09)986732 


IbnShuHo^tal (09)986732 

AIKkinModmHotpid (0^991^ 

RBD: 

Princes Bagna Hoqriial (Q2127S5SS 

Greek Catholic Hosm ((B|2n27S 

Ibi Al Nafccs Hoaxm (02l247]00 

AQABA: 

FtinccsH^Hoqtiia] (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVAiS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Tarminal 1) 

j6r25 Jakarta. Singapore (Rj) 

18:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

18M8 New Delhi (RJ) 

18:K Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

11:15 Beirut (RJ) 

11:25 Coloinbo(RJ) 

I4-J5 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

I6i80 New York, Aflistcrdam(RJ) 

17:58 Cairo (RJ| 

19'.38 London. Berlin (RJ) 

20:58 Vienna (RJ) 

22:55 Frankfurt iRJ) 

•0:45 Graz (add) (RJ) 

03:00 Madrid IRJ) 

03:38 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

^•20 Vicona(OSl 

j£*10 Damascus (AZ) 

15*15 Rome (AZ) 

London, Beilin (BA) 

Dubai (EK) 


20KI0 Sanaa (lY) 

21:40 ParK(AF) 

22d0 LamacaiCY) 

23:00 Cairo (MSI 

2 3 i 20 Amstcrdani (KL) 

03:35 Antalya (IX'l 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nights 
(Tenninal 1 ) 

05:40 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

07:25 Beirut (RJ) 

OOM Aqaba (RJ) 

11:55 Vicnrta(RJ) 

12:15 New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

12:25 Frankfiirt(add)(RJ) 

12G0 Paris, Brusscb (RJ) 

12:30 Aqaba. Pars (RJ) 

12G5 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 


13:40 Graz (add) (RJ j 

13:40 London (RJ) 

13:45 Cairo (RJ) 

18:45 London(RJ) 

2lk45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

ZIGO Jeddah (RJ) 

22;2S Abu Dhabi. Dubai(RJ) 

22J0 Damascus(RJ) 

08:10 London (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

08»45 Bdnii (ME) 

I2rl0 Rome (AZ) 

13M0 Vienna (OS) 

20:45 Dubai (EK) 

21riW Hudaidah. Sanaa (lY) 

23d0 Larnaca (Cn 

23:59 ChhofMS) 


23:99 Damascus. Beirut (AF) 

OlklO Beirut. London (BA) 

00:25 Amsterdam (KL). 

04d0 AnatalyafTK) 

HUAZ RAlUrAY TRAM 

Dsp.AaBasi... 8.-00 B.m. every Monday 
Air.DaanacK S:00pjn. every Moodq 
OqhDaamscas 7-J0a.BLCv^SBDds7 
Air.Aamai .... 5r00p.a.evciySiiadV 

market prices 

UpperOowarprioBinnkporkg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukanirnar) 620 

Cabbage 120/60 

Carrot 180 n 00 

Cauliflomr 240/ 120 

Cucumbers (large) 120/80 

Cucumbers (small) 2 W / IM 

Eggpbni.... 220/ 

cSriic laws? 

GiWQ braM 240 

Lemon 470 / 350 

Marrowfia^) 100 /M 

Marrow (small) 200/ 19 

Onim (green) 7101 19 

Onion (ary) SWIM | 

Oranac :.... SOCWg 

PeasTl, 580/ 4W 

P 4 >per(faoi) 4S0/2£ 

Pcpper(swcet) 300 / 2 W 

Potato 300/ 2TO 

Spinach 200/100 

Sti^ Beans 340/2W 

Tomato 320/160 
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iT ^ By.JordanTin.es 

L<a.j, !>*;!AMMAN — Theheadofthe 

^ MhJ ‘‘■'^■.i-'Xtaited Nations Children’s 

fa.^^‘%-fund (UNICEF) Richard 
^ ‘■‘fl a P} / Jc^Yi Jordan on Friday 
f '^-'vafter attending celebrations 

^ A in Amman marking Worid 

Day that focused, oh 
fr.^r* efforts to eradicate polio* a 

clmqor threat to children all 
1 over the world. 

\(/ 1108 year’s World Health 

MM which fell on Friday; 

. was being held under the 
"theinfe “A World Without 
.« ‘ , •■‘•■*e; PbBo." 

t ■"•.j.'i, Immunisation is tbe answer 

10 . polio, and UNICEF, iri 
\^p cooperation with govem- 

!' . . • ■-■^'. meiits and non-governmental 

- oiganisatiens, soda! and reli- 
gjQDS g^f)S and other con- 
,J. ' ^ institutions and indi- 

r n ' Ws vidu^, is behind an inter- 
./ *v-'u.;._ nationd campaira to elimin- 
; ate polio firom the world by 

•rtK'.i . the year 2000. 

^ an- interview vrith the 

Au -- Jordan Times, Dr. Jolly, who 

i ^P(- V;. ' assumed office as executive 

ti t,' ^,.i' .h^ of UNICEF in January, 

— ~ noted tiiat only 100,000 cases 

VBS Ofl ^ Registration 
‘ for municipal 
! >!.j. polls to 

start April 11 

-”7 AMMAN (Petra) — Reg- 
ri.i , •' istration of voters for muni- 

cipal council elections 
! ••• ■ ' starts Tuesday in prepara- 

>. ■ '■■ non for the July 11 elec- 

>. - ■ 7 tioQS, which will be held in 

259 municipalities. 

j . ; i v;.. , Heads of municipal elec- 
. ' • tion committees have 

‘ already started forming 

' . registration committees in 

’ various parts of the King- 

*** .. dom. The registration pro- 

• • cess will take 37 days. To 
., avoid duplication, of reg- 

" istration, voters' family 
. " registration books will be 

i ;■ ■ '* ■ stamped by a special stamp 

* '■ - - carrying the name of the. 

u«-. . area where voters live. Vo- 

i : T- ters lists will be announced 

.. on May 5. and tiien con- 

* ■’ testations ^ appeals will . 

. . be examinki. Decisions 01 ^ . 
appeals and contestations , 
V ^ i wdl be passed on June 27i< . 


:onciW 

: meetmg 

AMMAN (Petra) — Arab 
Contractors Federation will 
•** fourth meeting 
^;.a here on April 17, according 

istoirn ■ to Mohammad Issa MuracT 

Futir''! president of the Jordanian 

wfe Contractors Asodation. 

-- The three-day confer- 
fl'.c r • -r ence will discuss working 

7'* P^pc^ snd studies pre- 

^ c'f .'I. ; hy several Jordanian 

i im [ - 7- :.:: and Arab economic institu- 

ytf* tions. The papers cover, 

iw.-i among other things, the im- 

" P®®* comprehensive 

' Arab development on the 

: *; r ';■■• construction sector, role of 

.j r. " Arab contractors in the 

'-••‘overall development pro- 
^ °®“' inter-Arab coopera- 

.y. .. : r •: tion and prospects of fbrm- 

C ■ ■ ing major Arab contractors 

* ^ .y • coiBortiums and groupings. 

! « ' l; . CORRECTION 

: P®® t® a t>pographic error 

^ *:• y- jin a story that ap^ared in 

iTTiMsday's edition, the Jor- 
, ■ y dan Times said the World 

^ Bank was lending Jordan 

, j .- •'‘■.'.SM million to help the 
7 " • ^gdom’s education sec- 
‘. 1 ' j'-' f*r. The amount of the loan 
; is $60 million. We regret 
P**" 'any inconvenience caused. 


UNICEF head, ends visit after attending 
world health day celebrations 


of polio were reported 
around the worid in 1994, 
compared to 500,000 in 1985. 

In Jordan, four pc^o cases 
were report^ in 1994, and 
the Kingdom’s heallli mhiis- 
t ^ . in cooperation with UN- 
IC^, has launched a cam- 
paign to immunise all diil- 
dren against the disease. 
More than 96 per cent success 
was reported after tbe fint 
stage of the immunisation last 
month. 

While Jordan is able to 
eliminate polio in its territory 
much before the target year 
of 2000, the fight against the 
disease will be won when the 
entire earth is cleared of it, 
said Dr. Jolly. 

“It cannot be Jord.an 
alone, anymore than it can be 
Israel alone, because' with 
people crossing border, they 
can bring wild polio virus in, 
and polio can spread," he 
noted. “We will only eradi- 
cate polio world-wide only 
when we eradicate polio from 
every corner of the earffi.” 

“There is a greab deal of 
hope that we can succeed,’' 
he said. 


One of the key events dur- 
ing Or. Jolly's virit to Jordan 
was the World Health Day 
celebration organised by the 
Ministry of Health in coop- 
eration with the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

Addressing the gathering 
at the celebration. Dr. Jolly, 
paid tribute to the success 
achieved by Jordan in health 
and education for its chil- 
dren. 

“The standing and prestige 
of nations'* should be addres- 
sed less by their military and. 
economic prowess and more 
by the “protection they pro- 
vide for the survival, heuth, 
growth and education of their 
children,” Dr. Jolly said. 

“Jordan is a shining exam- 
ple for emulation by other 
countries,” he said. 

Jordan is ranked the 50ch 
among the worid countries, 
including the industrialised 
countries, in infant mortality 
rate, and 17th among de- 
veloping countries in general 
health and education for chil- 
dren. 

In comments to the Jordan 


Times, Dr. Jolly noted that, 
in Jordan, “eqmdity between 
boys and girls -in access to 
health and education Is pretty 
good; life expectancy ve^ 
impressive: nutrition is 

gO(M.” 

“So in these respects, we 
think, Jordan, a country of 
modest incomevitha per capi- 
ta income of $1,100, is quite 
impresrive,” he said. 

At the same time, be noted 
that Cuba, which has a per 
capita income of $1,170, Col- 
umbia ($1,130) and Sri Lanka 
($540) all had a lower infant 
mortality rate than Jordan. 

“We think (Jordan) could 
do better,” said Dr. Jolly, 
who assumed office as acting 
head of UNICEF after veter- 
an James Grant resigned in 
January, only a few days be- 
fore he died on Jan. 28. 

Dr. Jolly was also received 
by Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basma, who is a special 
U.N. ambassador. 

Dr. Jolly also met with 
staff at the UNICEFs Middle 
East and North Africa re- 
^onal office in Amman. 


Travel agents question Kingdom’s SS: 

tra>^ to die U. 

ability to accommodate more tourists 


Court sets 
April 15 
as new 
date for 
Abequa trial 

By Rana fiosseiiii . 

•^pecia/ to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Crimuiai Court 
Thursday set April 15 as the new 
date for tte trial of Mtdiammad 
Ismail Abequa, a naturalised 
U.S. dtixen acevsed of killing hb 
wife and kidnapping hb two difl- 
dren in order to allow witnesses 
from the Unit^ States time to 
travel to Jordan and testify in the 
case. The court has notyec asked 
the witnesses to testi^ in tiie 
case. 

Mr. Abequa, a Jordanian- 
American citizen, b accused of 
stranding his wife, Nihai, on July 
4, in ner Paisippany Troy-HJIb, 
New Jersey home over a dispute 
over the oistody of their two 
children, Lba, 6, and Sami, 3. 

The court abo ruled that tbe 
defendant attorney's contest, 
presented in court on Monday, 
regarding the validity of the evi- 
dence collected by the Prosecn- 
tor General Kbalid Darwbh in 
the U.S. was premature. 

Mr. Darwbh, iriio travelled to 
the U.S. in Mar^ to gather 
evidence, presented die court 
with copies of the Jordanian au- 
thorities’ decisioQ to allow him to 
travel to die U.S. ^th the 
apMOval and knowledge of tbe 


Muasher, Shamir to present 
credentials Monday 


By a Jordan Tillies 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel have implemented 
their agreement to have lull 
diplomatic relations, wifo the 
Kingdom’s first ambassa^ 
to the Jewish state arriving in 
Tel Aviv and his Israeli coun- 
terpart arriving in Amman 
Thursday. 

Jordan’s ambassador. Mar- 
wan Muasher, travelled to 
Irtael across the Sheikh Hus- 
sein Bridge north of the 
Kingdom while Shimon Sha- 
mir crossed the King Hussein 
Bridge. The exchange of 
ambassadors took place 
almost five months after the 
two countries signed the 
peace treaty in October. 

In a departure statement. 
Dr. Muasher, a former 
spokesman ' for Jordan’s 
pem ne^tiators with Israel, 
said his job to consolidate 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations 
was laigety dependent on the 
success of the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations. 

“If peace is to be perma- 
nent and comprehensive, the 
dtizens of Jordan must feel 
that the Palestinian track is 
going in the right direction, 
and that the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict is handled in the proper 
manner,” be said.' 


“Short of that, it is difficult 
to perceive a pe^ that de- 
velops from being on the 
offiaal level to being on the 
popular level,’* said Dr. 
Muasher, a Purdue Universi- 
ty graduate vdio also served 
as mrectOT of tbe Jordan In- 
formation Bureau in 
Washington. 

In comments carried by the 
Associated Press after his 
arrival in Tel Aviv, Dr. 
Muasher, 3$, also said that 
one of the key outstanding 
issues between Jordan and 
Israel was tbe fete of the 
Palestinian refugees. 

“The refugee problem 
needs to be resolved,” said 
Dr. Muasher, who holds a 
doctorate in computer sden- 
ces. “There are a number of 
challenges ahead of us. We 
are tryuig to bridge the gap 
over large differences we 
have with Israel.*’ 

Dr. Shamir, in arrival com- 
ments, also stressed that his 
task was to consolidate 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations 
and cooperation. 

The ambassador, a fluent 
Arabic speaker who served as 
his country’s first diplomatic 
envoy to Egypt, said lus gov- 
ernment was aware that 
peace at the people's level 
would take time. But, he 
said, it “can be adiieved 


through hard work and. 
above all, open dialogue 
among all members of the 
sodety.” 

Jordan and Israel opened 
embassies in Tel Aviv and 
'Amman in December, but 
have yet to find pmmanent 
premises. The Israeli embas- 
sy in Amman operates out of 
the Forte Grant Hotel, while 
the Jordanian mission is 
housed in the Dan Hotel ip 
Tel Aviv. 

Dr. Shamir, 62, is expected 
to present his cr^nnals to 
IBs Royal Hi^ness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on April 10, and Dr. 
Muasher will present his 
credential to Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman on the same 
day. 

Dr. Muasher met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Friday. Tlie 
meeting was officially billed 
as a courtesy encounter, but 
it was expec^ to include a 
brief discussion of bilateral 
issues. 

Dr. Shamir, who arrived 
here accompanied 1^ his trife 
Dani, has located a residence 
in Amman, while Dr. 
Muasher is still looking for 
one in Tel Aviv. His wife 
Lynne and family mil join 
him only after he fimls a 
residence. 


By Amy Hendersoo 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The agreement 
on tourism signed Wednes- 
day between Jordan and 
Israel was touted by officials 
as a breakthrough for Jor- 
dan's tourism industry but 
w. as greeted with 
apprehension by travel 
agents in Amman. 

The five-page agreement 
emphasises tourism from 
abroad as a top priority for 
both countries, calling f^ 
cooperation in marketing and 
promotional activities to 
attract foreign tourists for ex- 
tended stays and laying the 
foundation for highli^ting 
Jordan as a touristic di^na- 
tion. 

“These are the two impor- 
tant factors highlighted in this 
agreement,** said Ghassan 
Muflefa, undersorietary- 6f 
the Ministry of Tourism." 

“The agreement adds to 
the importance of re^kmal 
tourism,*' said Mr. Mnfleh. 
“R^onal tourism becomes 
mncD more attractive for 
people who have long dis- 
tances to travel — it makes 
more sense as ftu* as time and 
expense are concerned.” 

“Joint marketing, will also 
help our industry,” he said. 
Israel's sophisticated tourism 
industry boasts more than 
200 travel and tourism agen- 
cies worldwide, who are m a 
strong position to sell Jordan 
to wayward travellers. 

But travel agents suggested 
that the agreement may be 
premature for Jordan's de- 
veloping industry. “It is an 
advantage since we need to 
promote ourselves.*’ said 
Ibrahim 0^1, general man- 
ager of Nabatean Tours, “but 
we don't have the infrastruc- 
ture or the mentality yet to 
handle the volume we are 
talking about." 

“Cbaos is prevailing with 
buses and hotels,” he con- 
tinued, “and if we don't reo 
tify things, we wil ruin it for 
ourselves,” he said. All the 
marketing in the world can- 
not compensate for bad 
word-of-moutb from tourists 
who take home a bad im- 
pression, he said. “We need 
real planning now and a new 
mentality.” 

Tourism is alre^ an im- 
portant source of income for 
both countries with Israel 


attracting more than two mil- 
lion visitors annually and Jor- 
dan hosting an average of 
500,000 foreign tourists per 
year, with the revenue 
accounting for nearly IS per 
cent of tiM Kingdom’s gi^ 
national product. The two 
states are planning to see a 
significant increase in the 
number of tourists as they 
capitalise on tiie peace agree- 
ment which they signed last 
October. 

Already Jordan has seen 
an increase is fbrmgn visi- 
tOR. Each day, the number 
of Israeli toursits alone nearly 
reaches tiie ceiling of 900 
Israelis allowed to cross the 
Jordan-Israeli border on a 
daily basis. This figure' does 
not include Israelis entering 
Jordan on foreign passports. 
At tourist attractions and- on 
the streets throagfaotir...it]^e * 

Kingdb'in , ''fottlri£fk’“ kre 

appearing fti gi^ternumbt^' 
than ever before. Occupancy 
rates at Amman’s five-star 
hotels have approximately 
reached 80-90 per cent since 
tbe bi^nnng of tbe^yrear, and 
one hotel daims it is 100 per 
cent full until the end of 
June. None of the hotels see 
the end in sight — yet. 

Of those who sup^rt the 
peace accords witii Israel, 
few objed to the tourism 
agreement with Israel in prin- 
dple, in light of lord’s 
need for the money gener- 
ated by tourism. But those in 
the tourism industry are 
wondering how Jordan can 
accommodate an increased 
number of tourists. 

"If we overmarket 
ourselves, where do we rat 
the people,” asked NET 
Tours General Manager 
George Bawab. “We don’t 
have enough hotel beds, 
enough knowledgeable 
guides, enough buses... We 
are already having problems 
because we are not pre- 
pared." 

“I alrea^ have had a hard 
time finding room for 490 
Americans who are coming 
this spring," be added.‘“So if 
we rush into this marfcetii^ 
thing, what’s the sense — it 
vrii] baciffire.” 

The Ministry of Tourism 
estimates that the number of 
bote] beds needs to be at least 
doubled to support any sub- 
stantial increase in tourism 
which generates an estimated 


revenue of JD 650 million 
annually. 

“I don’t buy tbis idea of 
regional tourism," said one 
travel agent. “I feel this 
agreement pulls the rug fr'om 
under our feet since we are 
not prepared for much more 
tourism than we are already 
seeing. We will see more 
tourism, but we won't be 
destination number one. 
Rather we will be sold as a 
sideline (to Israel),” be said. 

Just on the verge of the 
“tourist season” travel agents 
are already telling horror 
stories. One claims he had 
confirmed a group of about 
60 tourists months in advance 
of their arrival at one of 
Amman’s five-star hj)tels 
only to be told when they 
arrived that there were no 
roonts Available. ^ Another 
comd^'^'thi^ q,.brakipg.q|;\ i 
22 rpoqis. for early nei^^ 
montl^, wTuch was'confirnv^'' 
in February, was cancelled 
April S to make room for 
another group. “1$ this any- 
way to do business,” he 
asked. 

A third agent in Amman 
that travel agents are at 
tbe mercy of hotels and bus 
service. ’’Let me gjve you an 
example,” he said. “I have 
been doing business here 
with tiie JETT (bos com- 
pany) for yearn. I have a 
group coming tomorrow,” he 
said, “and they want JD 
5,000 before they take my 
group anywhere.” 

“I have good credit with 
them — I always pay on 
time,” he claimed, “but now 
how can we continue to oper- 
ate like this? How can we 
continue to promote Jordan 
with such chaos?” 

“I don’t disagree with 
cooperation with Israel in 
promoting Jordan,*’ Mr. 
Ozgul concluded, “but we 
nera to plan and go slowly 
otherwise this will ^kfire.” 


“This is not the fint time that a 
Jordanian prosecutor general 
travels outside the Kingdom to 
investigate a case and the evi- 
dence that was gaihered was 
used in the court to serve die 
case,” Mr. Darwish said in re- 
sponse to Mr. Abequa’s attor- 
ney. 


Ministry of Awqaf to 
utilise property 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Aivqaf and Isla- 


Mr. Darwish dted three casra mje AffeiR bu created a new 


when prosecutor generals 
travelled abroad to gather evi- 
dence. 

In lus ammeot, the prosecu- 
tor Kneraisaid that notiiing in 
the law stipniates that investiga- 
tions must not be conducted out- 
side the country. 

“Jordan has jurisdiction over 
the actions of its national no 
matter where the alleged ofience 
occurred if the otiwr country 
approves it. Based on (that).! 
travelled to the U.S.,” Mr. Dar- 
wish, who had a^ed for the 
maximum penalty for tbe defen- 
dant, told a packed courtroom. 

Defence Attorney Masoud 
Khalifeh. who on his 

‘ earlier contest, protested. Mairtst 
• induding copies'. ofditfJtrfx&liian 
. authorities' approval of Mr. Dar- 
' wish trip to the U.S. iiTtfatf ca^ 
file on the grounds of irrelevance 
and said that the prosecutor 
general must only reply to the 
contest presented by the attor- 
ney. 

PresidiM Judge Abdul Rah- 
man l>wnq adjourned the court 
for balf-an-bour to examine the 
attorney’s contest and the re- 
sponse of tbe prosecnior ^eral. 

At tbe end of tbe session. Dr. 
Tawfiq stud that the court cannot 
dismiss any evidence or witnesses 
before hearing them and it is tbe 
right of the court and tbe defence 
attorney to listen to tbe evidence 
presented. Only after reviewing 
the evidence will tbe court decide 
whether to include or exclu^'iL 

One leading lawyer told tbe 
Jordan Times that what is re- 
levant in this case is wheiiier this 
alleged evidence could be admit- 
ted in a court of law. In order to 
be admitted as evidence, it has to 
meet the requirements of the law 
on evidence, he said. 

During the first session, Mr. 
Abequa told tbe court that be 
was not guilty of the charges of 
premeditated murder and the 
kidnapping of the children. If 
convicted, Mr. Abequa could 
face .the death penalty. 


department for Waqf (Isla- 
mic trust property) invest- 
ments, according to the 
minister Abdul Salam Abba- 
di. 

Dr. Abbadi said the new 
department would be en- 
trusted with drawing up plans 
for identifymg the best ways 
for the optimal use of waqf 
property in acrardance with 
the provisions of the Islamic 
Sharia law. 

Among the other responsi- 
biliries ot the newly-created 
deparment are jiroposing de- 


ble effort to finance 16 invest- 
ment projects costing almost 
JD 45 million. These projects 
bad already been discussed, 
and feasibility studies proved 
them oost-effective. 

Dr. Abbadi said the minis- 
try is considering issuing 
bonds for public to raise 
funds for these projects. A 
committee, chaired by depu- 
^ governor of tbe Central 
Baltic of Jordan (CBJ), and 
including the secretaries 
general of the ministries of 
Hnance, Industiy and Aw- 
qaf, representatives of the 
Amman Financial Market 
and the private sector, will 


PHnee Ra’d 

Prince Ra’d 
to receive 
award in 
Morocco 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief 
Ch^berlain Prince Ra’d 
I veiopment pr^ectsapiiepara- x*sraperviseT'-'the'’'is;^tfnGib^'Cff I Sunday 11)1* 


• ti^-of-fearibili^*^tftdS^4nd 
! ensuring tiie access^ frind- 
, ing for such^\)r(5'e0B;’'Dr: 
Abbadi said. 

He stressed that the minis- 
try would make every possi- 


tKmds. 

The ministry’s incopne 
from Awqaf resources in the 
East Bank in 1994 totalled JD 
610,583 up from Jd 200,981 in 
1980. 


Japanese voluntary 
group leaves Kingdom 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Japanese voluntary group 
Fnday left Amman at the end 
of a two-year voluntary work 
mission during which it par- 
ticipated in city planning, 
training and rehabilitation 
activities. 

The team membeR partici- 
pated in a city planning pro- 
ject in Sarou area near Salt, 
and cooperated with Queen 
Alia Fund (QAF) Centre for 
Rehabilitation of the Hand- 
icapped at Mutah University 
in Karak. It also worked with 
the National Music Con- 
servatory of Noor A1 Hussein 


Foundation. 

In a departure statement, 
the group membeR said their 
assignment Mis within the 
context of enhancing ties of . 
friendship and cooperation 
between their countiy and 
Jordan and exchanging views 
and experiences with Jorda- 
nian youth. 

They said that their gov- 
ernment intends to send 
more volunteeR to perform 
voluntary work in Jordan, 
particularly in the areas of 
health, education, sports and 
rehabilitation of the hadicap- 
ped. 


MoTOcciOo receive the 
Ai;ab Couneibtor Optb^I- 
mology Award and to 
address the 3rd Interna- 
tional Opthalmologists 
Conference, which will be 
held in Marakesb on Mon- 
day. Prince Ra'd was 
avrarded for his role in car- 
ing for the blind in Jordan 
and for his efforts to secure 
corneas to help the blind to 
restore sight. 

Prince &'d told Petra he 
was grateful for this recog- 
nition, adding that the tro- 
phy is in feet an honouring 
for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein who directed special 
attention to opthalmology 
and who was the firat to 
encourage cornea dona- 
tions. 

Prince Ra’d said he will 
discuss with council offi- 
cials preparations for the 
4tb International Confer- 
ence of Opthalmologists 
which will be held in Am- 
man next year. 

Around 2,000 opthalmo- 
logtsts will attend the con- 
ference, Prince Ra’d said. 


Arthroscopic reconstruction offers effective alternative 
to surgery in treating shoulder dislocations 






WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and tbe daily Arabic pr^- 
Readers are advised to verily the listed time 
and pla<x with the concerned institutions. 


ARAB DRAMA FESTIVAL -ft ExhiUtioDOfartby WBBiainGoldiiigattlie 

British CoimdL 


☆ Exhibition of Egyptian prodDCte at Amman 
*Tte Theatre ^&vmtople r^ii^v^at ini^natlomti ExhiKlion, Maij Al Hamam 
7:00 p.m. and 8J0 p>m. at tire Rqyal 688141). 

Cnltu^ Coitre. * , . _ . 

-ft RyhiMtnn of copper scnlptnres by Iraqi 

artist Mobammad Hnsaeb Jodi at die 
Phoenix Gallery for Cnltnre and Art. 

Bvaamm ABIC ^ Exhibitiott of graphic works by Rafiq Lah- 

EAHIIflTlVIia 1^ gj ^ Ftanun. Abo diqilaybig 

Ediibitioii of art by Mcvccan artist Farid works by contemporary Arrii arlisis. 

Bdkhahia at Darat Al Fbnnn of tbe Abdul ft &hiUtion of art by Leo Ridp at Instltnto 


EXHiemoNS 

RriiihttiftH of art by Mcvccan artist Farid 


Himrfri Sbmnan Foundation. 


Cervrates (the Spanish Cidtnral Coitre). 


Exhibition ef Palestinian embroidery at fr Exfaibidon of fnlz^winning by 


Gortbe-institnt. Czech students at die R(^ Cnltural Cen- 

ExUbidon of art by Yassim Adyeh and ^ 

Yasrin Al Muhanunadawi at Baladna Art -tr Exhibttion et oil paimhiBB by Hamoud 


'.Galleiy. 


ChantontatdieBalqa’ ArtGril^, Fnbds.| 


‘ Ceramics exhibidon by artist Samer Al fr ExhUtidon of oil pafaitings by Yousef Bad- 


* Khaffoil at Umm Udiebia Gallery. 


dawi at Alia Art Gallery. 




By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The introducticMi of 
arthroscoftie reconstruction of 
shoulder dislocations to Jordan 
on Sunday “is a lon^antidpated 
milestone in medical derelop- 
ment," according to Hanna 
Kawar. onhopa^c consultant 
and specialist in anhrqscopy. 
Tlus minor cepair operation, he 
said, vrill irreversibly solve the 
problem of recurrent shoulder 
dislocations and will certainly re- 
place the currently fblloweq un- 
favourable surreal alternative. 

Shoulder bone . dislocation 
OCCUR mostly in an anterior 
direction (from the front), 
according to Dr. Kawar. in the 
event of accidental failing. A 
hanh fall causing the bone head 
(the ball) to be displaced forward 
from ils normal position at tbe 
shoulder Made (the socket) re- 
sult in tearing the strong con- 
nective tissue — the cap^ — 
(forming Bankart lesion) which 
protects the ball and socket, said 
Dr. Kawari That, be said, causes 
ionising pain as Ute head con^ 
in contact widi the nervous' ti^ 
sues at the front. 

“DoctOR can then put the 
head back in place leaving the 
lesion to heal slightly,” ,Dr. 
Kawar said. However, the slit in 
the tissue, remains, and should 
similar ac^nts recur, the head 
would become susceptible to be 
di^lac^ at the slightest abduc- 
tion and external rotation" 
(tnovemenis of the shoulder), 
accoriling to Dr. Kawar. 

Patients are then faced with 
the difficult task of chooring be- 
tween suffering shoulder loca- 
tions or undergmng surgieaj re- 
pair of the-lesion. “Most patients 
toteraie their recurrent condition 


rather than go through the 
surgery due to tbe significant 
inconveniences and possible 
complications involved,” said 
Dt. Kawar. 

The major surgical operation 
takes about two hours as. inci- 
sidns are created to reach the, 
tom part* or lesion by cutting* 
through layers of soft tissue, 
according to Dr. Kawar. After 
suturing tiie lesion, eadi layer 
must be restructured, which 
naturally leaves everlasting sears. 
Then the [»tient's shoulder has 
to Femain immobilised (by east 
etc.) for six weeks before phy^ 
siotheraphy is applied for tow to 
three immths. < 

“Obviously, this turns out to 
be veiy time -consuming and 
highly costiy. overall — e^iedal- 
ly considering tbe amount of 
time taken 1^ the patient off 
woiic. Moreover, in most pa- 
tients, stiffttess remains to a cer- 
tain degree and the shoulder is 

never rack to its normal state," 
said Dr. Kawar. 

This highlights the need for a 
more fevourable alternative solu- 
tion, he said, repair of 
shoulder dislocations by arthros- 
copy has been done in Europe 
and the U.S. for die put seven to 
eight years,’’ said Dr. Kawar, 
adding that tbe success of the 
procedure necessitates extensive 
training and building of skills as 
well as expensive instrumenta- 
tion. **Butlding skills in arthros- 
copy is done primarily con- 
ducting the less complicated 
knee operations, whicn ^ve 
been practised in Jordan since 
1985,’ said Dr. Kawar. Fortu- 
nately., with the adequate train- 
ing and currently available in- 
struinentation. tbe arthroscopic 
shoulder repair method can now 



Au$trian Professor Herbert Resh per- 
forms arthroscopic reconstruction to 


treat a padnt with a shoulder disloca- 
tion 


be safely initiated, be said. “Tliis 
method rimply involves creating 
three punctures (of 4mm dia- 
meter) on tbe patient's shoulder. 
Tbe hole for the arthroscope 
enaUu internal tissues to be 
viewed on a TV screen;‘the hole 
for the shaver allows the instni- 
ment to dean out the internal 
surfeces making them siutable 
for repair.” said Dr. Kauw. The 
third puncture gives way to a drill 
whid) forms on the shoul- 
der blade so that kmu tissues can 
be transfixed at the bone via 
“suretac” bio-absorbable screws. 


“which are highly recommended 
for their aNiiQ' to become per- 
fectly weltmtegrated parts of the 
body after some time,” said Dr. 
ifewar. 

The operation takes one and a 
half hours and tbe patient can ^ 
home on the same day. with his 
arm having to be kept in a ding 
for a week. “The arm can be 
moved on the same day, and 
shoulder movement is allowed 
on the third day. After that tbe 
shoulder returns back to normal, 
and patients can even play sports 
at leisure,” said Dr. Kawar. 


The first arthroscopic repair 
operatiras for reconstruction of 
recurrent shoulder disloeations 
using suretac are to be done on 
Sunday and Monday by Dr. 
Kawar and his Austrian guest of 
hooour Professor Herbert R^, 
chairman of the Onhopaedic De- 
partment at Salzburg General 
Hospital. Dr. Resh has done 
more than 5000 repair operations 
for the Bankart lesion and is one 
of the leaden in this process 
worldwide “certainly number 
one in his country,” accordine to 
Dr. Kawar. 
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Major’s Conservative Party 
wiped out in Scottish Polls 


EDINBURGH (R) — Scoc- 
tish voters delivered a mighty 
snub to Britain's ruling Con- 
servatives in local elections, 
encouraging the opposition 
Labour Party to claim victory 
was at hand in the next 
national vote. 

The Conservatives won 
none of the councils con- 
tested and earned the back- 
ing of just one Sconish voter 
in 10 in Thursday polls. 
Election results were com- 
pleted Friday. 

The Labour Party, in the 
first large-scale test of its new 
centrisnf since Tony Blair was 
elected leader last July, can 
now call Scotland its elector^ 
fiefdom. 

And it gleefully pointed to 
the result as a harbinger of 
still bigger spoils to be won in 
the next general election, 
which is expMted in 1997. 

‘This is quite a remarkable 
result by any standards. And 


it’s not just an anti-Tory 
vote,” George Robertson, 
Labour’s Scotland spokes- 
man, told BBC Radio. “Who 
knows when the general elec- 
tion is going to come, but we 
will maintain that momen- 
tum. 

”We are pushing back all 
our opponents.” Mr. Robert- 
son said. 

Labour seized 20 of the 29 
councils as the Conserva- 
tives, in power since 1979, 
crashed to a new low in Scot- 
land, with just 79 candidates 
returned in the 1,100 seats up 
for grabs. 

The overnight humiliation 
will pile new pressure on 
Prime Minister John Major, 
accused of offering scant 
leadership to a government 
that is careening from crisis 
to crisis. He faces further 
trouble at English and Welsh 
local elections next month. 


The defeat — far worse 
than a gloomy government 
had feared — will foment 
more dissent among party in- 
siders who want a dynamic 
new leader to oust Major. 

“What it reflects is disunity 
in the party.” Scotti^ Secret- 
ary Ian Lang told BBC 
Radio. “Quite clearly it's not 
what we’re actually doing 
that is wrong, its the fact that 
we'ce showing ourselves to be 
disunited.” 

Others went much further. 
“It is a pretty disastrous night 
for us all round and a gOM 
night for Labour. There are 
no words I can find to de- 
scribe it otherwise.” Junior 
Interior Minister Michael 
Forsyth said. 

Labour's Blair said the re- 
sults vindicated his party's 
shift to the middle ground of 
British politics. 

“The people of Scotland 
are turning to the new 


Labour Party and rejecting in 
greater numbers than ever 
before the Conservative Par- 
ty that has betrayed them and 
is out of touch.” 

^tland has long proved 
an electoral wasteland for the 
Conservatives, but the results 
come as the government ts 
divided over issues including 
health care, taxes and 
Europe. 

According to television 
estimates. Labour won 47 per 
cent of the vote Thu»day. 
the Scottish National Par^ 
(SNP) 27 per cent, the Con- 
servatives 1 1 per cent and the 
Libera] Democrats eight. The 
SNP won control of one 
council. 

A national poll in Friday's 
Daily Telegraph underscoi^ 
the shift to labour since the 
1980s, giving Labour a mas- 
sive 35 point lead over the 
Conservatives. 



Heavfiy anned FUqtino troops, pursuing the 
Abu ^lyyat rebels, arrive at tibc flontline 740 
tans soudi of the capital Manila. AbmiC 200 
Abu Sdyyaf gunmen, who massacred 47 people 
in the nearby town of Ipil and torcfa^ its 


commercial district, tiave split into three 
groups while witfa^wing fkom tbc area. 
Govmunent combat troops blocked the escape 
route of one of the splinter group (tf 40 gunmen 
(AFP pbolo) 


Filipino rebels flee leaving 5 dead 


IPIL, Philippines. (R) — 
Muslim rebels holding up to 
SO hostages are believed to 
have escaped after a fierce 
clash Friday with Philippine 
troops that left five hostages 
dead, the militaiy said. 

At least six rebels were 
idUed in a vicious series of 
firefigbts with troops that be-. 
^ early Friday morning ^t 
by afternoon government 
forces had lost contaa wth 
the enemy. 

“They nave e^ped,” an 
army officer told Reuters. 

The rebels are the rem- 
nants of a heavily armed 
force which devastated the 
southern Philippine town of 
Ipil on Mindanao Island 
Tuesday, killing 45 people. 

Hie military launched its 
offensive at 6.30 a.m. with a 
force of about 5()0 men in- 
cluding scout Rangers and 
Special Forces troops. They 
were backed by mortars and 
helicopters firing 
machineguns and rockets. 

There was no word on the 
remaining hostages who the 
military said are being used 
as “human shields.” 

The hostages included peo- 
ple taken ftom Ipil and villa- 
gers seized as the rebels 
drove deeper into the interior 
of Mindanao Island to escape 
their pursuers. 

Some of the raiders are 


believed to have escaped by 
sea. - . 

Hundreds of villagers in 
the battle zone, including 
pregnant women and women 
with children, fled Friday's 
fighting in all directions. 
Reuters photographer Enri- 
que De <^tro said from the 
scene. 

During the day the battlef- 
ront, constantly shifting 
through, the rolling, forested 
terrain, brought troops and 
rebels within 30 metres of 
each other. 

Mr. Oe Castro said they 
were close enou^ to trade 
botii gunfire and taunts. 

“You son of a bitch, you 
have run out of bullets — 
surrender” Mr. De Castro 
quoted one soldier as saying. 

“Ailahu Akbar (G<^ is 
great),” came the reply, 
accompanied by a volley of 
machinegun fire. 

Two hostages were wound- 
ed, including Nestor Flores, 
who was shot as he tried to 
escape his captors. 

*T can no longer walk. 
When I ran I was hit. I was 
pleading ‘don't* but they shot 
me.” he said, adding he 
wasn’t sure which side shot 
him. 

TTie rebels made makeshift 
stretchers out of their uni- 
forms for the wounded pair 
and loaded them into trucks. 


sending them back behind 
government lines. 

Carlos Ingito, another hos- 
tage who "escaped, said his 
captors told him to bury five 
rebel dead. ‘‘Ingito, his 
clothes bloodied by the corp- 
ses, said he had not com- 
pleted the task when firing 
erupted and he fled. 

“We've gotten even,” a 
helicopter pilot returning 
from a rocket attack against 
the rebels told ReutersTele- 
vision cameraman Manuel 
Tecson. 

He said his rockets had hit 
‘‘many” rebels. 

The battie area was around 
45 kilometres ftom Ipil in the 
district of &nto Rosario. 

The government says the 
rebels are ftom the feared 
Abu Sayyaf ^up which has 
been blamed for a series of 
killings and kidnappings in 
the past two years. 

Some officials and Muslim 
sources s^, however, that 
the Ipil raiders also included 
radical members of other 
Muslim rebel groups. 

President Fidel Ramos, 
due to visit Ipil Saturday, had 
ordered an all-out assault on 
the raiders after the Ipil 
attack, the worst single act of 
violence for 20 years in a 
long-festering Muslim in- 
sur^ncy in the southern Phi- 
lippines. 


Malaysia poll dates draw cry of protest 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
The Malaysian Elections 
Commission announced Fri- 
day the dates for snap general 
elections — April 24 and 25 
— and immediately drew 
howls of protest from opposi- 
tion leaders. 

The chosen dates are work- 
ing days, which the opposi- 
tion fears would affect urban 
turnout and leave only the 
legal minimum campaign 
time of Just 10 days. 

“It will definitely affect the 
urban votes. The government 
dtould declare public holi- 
days for the polls.” said Lim 
Kit Siang. leader of the 
opposition Democratic Ac- 
tion Party (DAP). 

The opposition was unhap- 
py with a short campaign 
period it said would give the 
ruling National Front coali- 
tion a definite advantage 
through its influence on the 
media. 

Opposition parties get little 
play on the pro-government 
television and radio stations 
and in newspapers. 

Public rallies are banned in 
Malaysia. Instead, political 
parties must get police per- 
mits to hold usually packed 
closed door “ceramahs.” or 
meet-the-people sessions. 


Announcing the poll daces 
after parliament and 1 1 of the 
country’s 13 state assemblies 
were dissolved. Elections 
Commission Chairman 
Hanin Oin said nominations 
were to be made on April 15. 
Campaigning starts after 
that. ^ 

He said 192 parliamentary 
and 394 state seats would be 
at stake with voters in the 
Borneo states of Sabah and 
Sarawak having two days to 
cast their votes while those in 
the other states voting on 
April 23. 

“ We have asked for school 
holidays on those days to 
allow the schools to be used 
as polling centres,” Mr. 
Harun told a news confer- 
ence in Kuala Lumpur. 

He said there were no 
plans to announce a public 
holiday. The Kuala Lumpur 
Stock Exchange was also un- 
likely to be closed, an ex- 
change official said. 

Campaigning lasts until the 
eve of polling, giving both the 
ruling and opposition panics 
ID days to woo nine' million 
eligible voters. 

Mr. Lim told Reuters the 
Election Commission should 
have Set polling dates for the 
end of Mav to allow Muslim 


pilgrims to vote. An estimate 
20.(X)0 Muslims go on the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca. 

“It is regretable that the 
commission did not accept 
our proposal to set elections 
for the end of May. denying 
Muslim pilgrims of their 
ri^hu to vote.” he said. 

fundamentalist Mus- 
lim Pan-Malaysian Islamic 
Party, known oy its Malay 
acronym PAS. also protested 
against the timing. 

But Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad, aim- 
ing for another landslide vic- 
tory. dismissed the PAS pro- 
tests, saying the National 
Front would be equally 
affected. 

“Not all Muslim pilgrims 
are PAS supporters. I am 
also a pilgrim but I am not a 
PAS supporter.” he said 
Wednesday after announcing 
■the dissolution of parliament. 

He said the National 
Front, which planned to issue 
its manifesto Saturday, aimed 
to maintain its two-ihirds 
majority in parliament. 

PAS was also scheduled to 
announce its manifesto Satur- 
day evening while Mr. Lim 
said the DAP’s manifesto, 
which centres on taking 
power in Penang state, would 
be released next week. 


Fujimori 
appeals for 
majority in 
Congress 


LIMA (R^ — President 
Alberto Fujimori, in his Iasi 
pitd) to voters before cam- 
paigning for Sunday's elec- 
tions ended, said he needed a 
majority in Congre^ to con- 
tinue his economic program- 
me which could create more 
Jobs. 

Mr. Fujimori, who is the 
favourite in the vote, said late 
Thursday that the govern- 
ment’s ftee-market orienta- 
tion had slashed inflation and 
spurred economic growth 
projected to hold at a steady 
pace of about five per cent 
over the next few years. 

That, in turn, would bring 
in more investment to create 
jobs and higher tax rewnues 
which could be channelled to 
the poorest sectors of Peru- 
vian society, he added. 

“That is why it is important 
for the .executive (brancM to 
count on a majority in Con- 
gress who can back him in his 
programfttie,” Mr. Fujimori 
said in a television interview 
which ended just as the mid- 
night deadline for campaign- 
ing ran out. 

The last polls showed Mr. 
Fujimori with a oomfortable 
lead but also showed he 
would not likely be able to 
win a majority in the one- 
chamber, 120-member Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Fujimori, who cltned 
Congress three years ago 
saying he needed a stronger 
hand to push through econo- 
mic reforms and wipe out a 
Maoist guerrilla insurgency, 
said he would not take that 
action again but added he did 
not plan to make alliances. 

“If I propose building 
three schools a day and the 
Congress won't approve the 
budget, m go on telmnsion* 
to appeal to the people,” he 
said. 



Benazir Bhutto (centre), prime minister of 
Pakistan, a guest register as she is 

escorted to a breakfast meeting on Caphol HoU 
by U45. Rep. Beqjamin GQman (right). R-NY, 


chairman of tbc House International Relations 
Coaunhlee. Ms. Bhutto Is on a 10 day ofTiciai 
visit to the U.S. and is scheduled to meet with 
President Bill Clinton April 11 lAFP photo) 


Bhutto lobbies U.S. on sanctions repeal 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
I^me l^nister Benazir Bhut- 
to of Pakistan received en- 
«)uragement on Capitol Hill 
for appeal to end U.S. 
e«>nomic sanctions against 
her country. 

‘Tm impressed with her 
arguments, and I’ll try and 
follow up,” said Senate 
Majority leader Bob Dole 
after meeting the prime 
minister in his Capitol office. 

But the Kansas Republican 
stopped short of any overt 
commitment to press for re- 
pe^ of a law that halts U.S. 
assistance to Pakistan as long 
as it is believed to be pur- 
suing a nuclear weapons 
;»\3gramme. 

President Bill Clinton said 
Monday that “we should re- 
view the policy,” set out in a 
law authored by Republican 
Sen. Larry Pre^r. who has 
strenuously opposed any sug- 
gestion that it be repealed. 

The Pressler amendment 
was invoked in 1990 against 
Pakistan when President 
George Bush was unable to 


certify that the South i^ian 
country was not pursuing a 
nuclear weapon programme. 

As a result, delivery was 
halted on 28 F-16 jet fighters 
already fully paid for by the 
^kistan government. 

“They can't have the 
equipment or the money 
they've paid.” said Sen. 
Dole. “It's a tough ques- 
tion." 

“We would like to work 
with the United States for 
non-proliferation, but unfor- 
tunately the Pressler Amend- 
ment is standing in the way of 
non-proliferation,*’ said Ms. 
Bhutto. 

During an earlier closed 
meeting with the House in- 
temationa] relations commit- 
tee, Ms. Bhutto also argued 
for repeal of the Pressler 
Amendment. 

Rep. Sam Gejdenson. a 
D-Conn., said that she 
argued that with Pakistan's 
neighbour and rival India 
already a nuclear p<wer. it 
was unfair to punish her 
country for seeking parity. 


“Under that argument, we 
could spread nuclear 
weapons all over the globe,” 
Gejdenson said. It would be 
far better, he said, to con- 
vince both countries to re- 
nounce nuclear weapons. 

U.S. officials acknowledge 
that four years of sanctions 
against Pakistan have not 
succeeded in halting its deter- 
mination to match India's 
nuclear capability. 

The other major item on 
Ms. Bhutto’s agenda during 
her 10-day visit to the United 
States was attracting foreign 
investment. She describes 
Pakistan as a moderate Mus- 
lim state that has long ties to 
the United States. 

In a recent interview with 
American journalists in 
Pakistan, she said her mes- 
sage during her visit would 
be: “Help me strengthen the 
forces of moderation by tak- 
ing away the factors that fuel 
fanaticism.” 

Ms. Bhutto is scheduled to 
meet Mr. Clinton at the 
While House Tuesday. 


Japanese frustrated by politics as 
important local elections approach 


TOKYO (AFP) — Faced 
with a devastating earth- 
quake. terrorist attacks and a 
raltering economic recovery. 
Japanese voters appear frus- 
trated with a politi^ process 
seemingly unable to deal with 
the country's problems. 

As they head to the polls 
Sunday for important local 
elections, including the 
powerftj] governorships of 
Tokyo and Osaka, many 
Japanese express confusion 
about all the recent realign- 
ments among political par- 
ties. 

“I think the political par- 
tis themselves have become 
nebaloiu.” said Kenichiro 
Enomoto. 58. a Tokyo office 
nx»-ker. adding that he is 
unsure of what most of the 
parties stand for. 

“1 wish f could vote for 
someone who represents a 
party, but now I don't 


know,” be said. 

Polls taken this week show 
that nonpartsan candidates 
enjoy growing support, with 
independents In the Tokyo 
and Osaka races threatening 
to win the governor seats 
from candidates backed by 
Japan's ruling coalition par- 
ties. 

The degree of alienation 
with the political establish- 
ment has reached the point 
that 57 per cent of those 
surveyed by the Asahl Even- 
ing News this week say they 
have no allegiance to a party. 

“The pei^le do not have 
confidence in politics or poli- 
tical parties,” said Kenzo 
Uchida. a poUticaJ science 
professor at Tokai Universi- 
ty. “This is one of the most 
serious issues in this local 
election.” 

Prof. Uchida describes the 
Jan. 17 Kobe earthquake as a 


turning point in Japanese 
politics, when the govern- 
ment was slow in responding 
to the deaths of more than 
5JXX) people and more than 
one hundred billion dollars in 
damage. 

“The slowness of the re- 
sponse caused a public out- 
rage,” he said. “It exposed 
the cracks in the coalition.” 

The deadly nerve gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway 
last month, which killed 11 
people and injured 
thousands, along with the 
assassination attempt on the 
country's police chief, have 
cast serious doubt on the 
government's competence, 
he said. 

The government has also 
been slow to enact economic 
reforms, such as cuRtng tax- 
ers and deregulating the eco- 
nomy. 


S. Africa’s nuclear deterrent aimed at Western help 


PRETORIA (Agencies) — 
South Africa built six nuclear 
bombs starting in 1979 be- 
cause it wanted to be able to 
blackmail the West into in- 
tervening if black-ruled 
neighbours threatened 
attack, arms officials said. 

In a rare disclosure on the 
now-disbanded nuclear 
weapons programme, the 
managing director of 
weapons maker Armscor, 
Tielman De Waal, detailed ' 
the ’country's former nuclear 
Strategy for foreign reporrere 

Mr. De Waal conceded 
(hat the programme used 
technology from Israel and 
unnamed other countries, but 
said none of them wittingly 
supplied material to help 
South Africa obtain the 
bomb. Anti-nuclear activists 
have said South Africa also 
got key technology from the 
United States. CVrmunv and 
France. 

The uranium used was ex-, 
tracted locally. Mr. De Waal 
said, and the bombs would 
have been delivered by air- 
craft. A testing ground was 
set up in the Kalahari Desert, 
but never used. 

The programme was kept 
in strict secrecy and less than 
800 people in the country' of 
40 million had any knolwedge 
of it. including politicians, 
military officials, scientists 
and workers. Mr. De Waal 
said. 

The briefing came as the 
state-owned firm, which 
armed South Africa's miiitarv 
during years of sanctions 
against the old white minority 
regime, was seeking a new 
role by offering management 
expertise to President Nelson 


Mandela's year-old govern- 
ment. 

South Aft-ica look the first 
steps toward developing nuc- 
lear weapons in 1974. though 
a formal decision to build a 
bomb probably came only in 
1979. Mr. De Waal said. 

At the time, the country 
was losing friends due to its 
racial policies, and leaders, 
feared Soviet-orchestrated 
attacks ftom Moscow allies 
’Mozambique. Zimbabwe and 
Angola. Mr. De Waal said. 

“At this time a deterrent 
strategy emerged.” he ex- 
plain^. “The aim with the 
deterrent was to obtain West- 
ern a^istanre in the case of a 
serious military threat.” 

The strategy had three 
stages. The first was based on 
uncertainty, with South Afri- 
ca neitiier confirming nor de- 
nying it had a nuclear arsen- 
al. 

If 3 serious threat arose, 
the United States would be 
secretly told of South Africa's 
nuclear capability and ex- 
pected to help defuse the 
problem. Failing that, Pre- 
toria would publicly declare it 
had the bomb or dramatically 
prove it with an underground 
test. 

South Africa never “inten- 
tiotteUy” moved beyond the 
first stage. Mr. De Waal said, 
though most Western govern- 
ments were aware of its 
arsenal. None of the six 
bombs completed before 
then-Prcsident F.W. De 
Klerk ordered the program- 
me stopped in 1990 was ever 
tested. 

Mr. De Klerk broke the 
secrecy in 199.3. announcing 
lo parliament that the prog"- 


ramme existed and had been 
scrapped. The si.x finished 
bomln and one uncompleted 

— each the size of the U.S. 
bomb that devastated 
Hiroshima in World War II 

— were destroyed. 

In a separate development. 
Mr. De Klerk has reportedly 
urged an inierparty summit 
lo break a deadlock on Zulu 
autonomy that threatens to 
sunder South Africa's nation- 
al unity government. 

The impasse revolves 
around demands by Zulu 
nationalist leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi for inter- 
national mediation to settle 
disputes over the greater pro- 
vincial autonomy he wants 
for his stronghold in 
Kwazulu-Nalal. heartland of 
the country's eight million 
Zulus. 

Mr. Buthelezi has 
threatened to pull his Inkatha 
Freedom Party out of the 
government, which could 
bring low-level clashes be- 
tween his supporters and 
President Nelson Mandela's 
African National Congress in 
the province to a boll. 

Mr. De Klerk, whose for- 
mer white ruling National 
Party belongs to the ANC- 
led government along with 
Inkaiha. urged a summit be- 
tween Mr. Mandela, Mr. 
Buthelezi and himself. In- 
katha spokesman Sipo 
Mzimela said Thursday. Tlie 
request came to party leaders 
in letters Tuesday that Mr. 
De Klerk has refused to dis- 
cuss. he said. 

The National Party and 
AN(T secured Inkatha's parti- 
cipation in last year's historic 
all-race elections onlv by 


pledging to give international 
mediation another try to re- 
solve autonomy. An earlier 
attempt has failed. 

The ANC and National 
Party failed to meet Wednes- 
day's deadline set by Inkatha 
to get the talks going. The 
party plans a meeting Satur- 
day to discuss Mr. De Klerk's 
proposal. Mr. Mzimela said. 

Meanwhile the ANC said 
the leadership of the ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC) will not take any dis- 
ciplinary steps against Winnie 
Mandela over her court chal- 
lenge to her dismissal from 
her government post. 

In a statement issued late 
Thursday, the ANC's 
decision-making National 
Working Committee (NWC) 
said it was not necessary to 
add or subtract from a state- 
ment issued by President Nel- 
son Mandela. Mrs, Mande- 
la's estranged husband. 

A presidential statement 
criticised the proposed court 
action, saying it had little 
chance of success as the presi- 
dent was merely exercising 
his “constitutional preroga- 
tive to appoint and dismiss 
government ministers." 

The statement added that 
Mr, Mandela believed it was 
“highly undesirable to en- 
gage in any public debate 
with (Mrs. Mandela) on mat- 
ters of good government, in- 
cluding actions that he may 
take from time to time.” 

The ANC had issued a 
separate statement also con- 
demning Mrs. Mandela, who 
was fired last week by the 
president from her post of 
deputy minister o/ arts, cul- 
ture. science and technology. 




’ll:: 


L 


f 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1995 ' 


Australia’s 
favourite song 
turns 100 

SYDNEY (AP) — Waltzing^: 

Matilda, the slang-filled bal-'^ 
lad which has tecome Aii- j 
stralia’s unofficial natfonaT^ 
anthem, turns 100 and An-^ 
stralians plan to celebrate,^ 

The story of the hungry hobp^:; ^ J 

who steals a sheep 
drowns in a swampy pon^>|B^ 
r ath er than face arrest 
sung by troops in the t 
world wars and can be reot^^ 
by most school duldren. It 
sung on national holidays,^ 
and even big sporting events^^i 
“Waltzing Matilda alway^ ^ 
brings the hair up oo the ^ * 

of my neck,” Prime Minister^« I. 
Paul Keating said recently4^: 

“It is pan and parcel of «4ia& ^ 

ever we are as Austraiians.’\c'^ 

The biggest celebration to^. : 
mark the centenary was held - 7 
Thursday in Winton, a dusty ' 
outback town, where Walt- 
zing Matilda was fijst per- 
formed at a local bar in April 
1895. Waltzing Matilda was 
written by Banjo Patterson, 

Australia's most popular 
poet. He used colour^ slang ■: 
to dress up the story of the 
hobo, the “jolly swagman," 
and set the words to the tune 
of an old Scottish march. In 
the early 1900s Waltzing 
Matilda was adopted as an 
advertising jingle for a tea 
company and by the 1970s 
was nominated as an alterna- 
tive national anthem at a. 

^cial referendum. Despite 
its enduring appeal, its ori- 
gins are ob^re. Some bisto- 
•rians claim that Patterson 
wrote the song in Winton 
after hearing a local story 
about a sheep-stealing tramp, 
who drowned in a water bole 
when trying to escape police. 

Hoffman, Bacall 
get French 
arts honours 


PARIS (AFP) — French Cul- 
ture Minister Jacques 
Toubon has honoured u.S. 
actors Lauren Bacall and 
Dustin Ho^an with one of 
France's highest cultural hon- 
ours. The widow of Hum- 
phrey Bogart, who appeared 
in Robert Altman's recent 
film Pret a Proter, was made 
a commander of tte Order of 
Alts and Letteis at a cere- 
mony in the French capital. 
Hoffman, who is currently in 
Paris for the release of hie 
latest film Outbreak, was 
named an officer of the 
Order. 

Man hands out 
cash on buses 

CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand (AIT) — An un- 
identified man has delighted 
commuters in Christ^urch, 
New Zealand by boardiiu 
city buses and handing SO NZ 
dollar (S32X notes to passen- 
gers, according to recent re- 
port. Chiistdiurch Transport 
Limited's assistant operations 
man^r Lloyd Riesterer said 
he bad no id«» who the man 
was or why he was handing 
out the money, the Christ- 
church Press reported. A 
woman passenger said the 
mystery man got on her 
crowded, early morning bus, 
said “Good morning. I’m the 
man in the blue suit,” and 
proceeded to hand out 
money. An hour earlier be 
was seen on another, bus. 
Riesterer said on occa- 
sion the man used a montiiiy 
bus pass, handed out the 
money to passengers and left 
the bus. “We're hoping it will 
continue. There haven't been 
any complaints, just inquiries . _ 
about which bu^ to use,” he 
said. 

Most French 
teenagers use 
condoms 

PARIS (R) — More than 
seven out oMO Frendi teena- 
gers are using condoms the 
first time they have sex,- 
showing that an aggressive, 
national AIDS prevention 
campaign appears to be 
paying off, researchers re- 
ported. A survey of more 
than 6,000 teeners aged IS- 
IS found that 79 per cent of 
boys and 74 per cent of riris 
used condoms in their ^ 
relationship, the National 
AIDS Research Ageo^ said. 
Five ytors ago, just 57 per 
cent used a condom for their 
first sexual liaison, the agen- 
cy said, concluding that 
teenagers were now eettlDg 
the message mmed at mem in 
a nationwide programme to 
combat AIDS infection. 
Prance, with the highest rate 
of AIDS infection to Europe, 
has aggressively promoted 
condom use through bill- 
board, television and print 
advertisng campaigns as well 
as in a variety of educational 
programmes. The typical age 
for sexual initiation was 17 
years and three month for 
boys and 17 years and six 
months for girls— surprUii^ 
ly, about the same as it was 
21 years ago, the survey 
found. 
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>.l' FSe picture dated July 17, 1994. A Rwandan r^dgee looks for 
; iber paroits amoi^ the corpses of orer 100 of her compatriots, 
.•'who. were trampl^ in the eastern Zairean bor^ town of 
• ^Gooia'lv thousands of peo|de fleeiii^ the Rwandan Patriotic 
.''Fnmt sweqi in the northwest of tbmr conntry. The start of the 
''eAnic massac r es empted in Rwanda after death of the 


President Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu <« April 6, 1994. The 
genocide, carried out principally by extremist Rwandan sol- 
diers and Hutu militiamen, continued until the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front captnred Kigali, July 
1994, and drove out the Hutu government (AFP photo) 




Burundi capital tense after journalist killed 


.7;’; BUJUMBURA (Apendes) 

• r ' — Residents of Bujumbura 
"ten^ for revenge killings 
- * .7 ‘ Friday ^ter gunmen believed 
be Hutus killed a South 
Afiicah journalist, his driver 
V*' and his interpreter, and 
. .tfoops Tutsi- 

‘domrnated army exchanged 
• ' fire with attackers in a dty 
; suburb. 

The gunmen attacked the 
• car carrying 'N^ncent Frands, 
j, . ' = s' Johainnesburg bureau chief 

Horfrnan BritUh-based Worldwide 

apt Cre., L Television News (WTN), in 
y ‘»encn bro^ daylight late Thui^ay 
3ris honou'c afternoon 12 kilometres from 
the capital as he was retum- 
? . . ing fiom investigating reports 
. of massacres upcountry. 

An AFP photographer 
who visited the morgue said 
■*. "Frands’s head was riddled 
with bullets, and soldiers at 
' . " the scene said the attackers 
! ' ' poured fire into the car fi'om 
\ -'dose range, then stole every- 
thins in it. The soldiers de- 
scribed the attackers as 
'Hums. 

- Francis's interpreter, 

= - -Burundian- student, was also. 

■ ' ’■ ''-killed instantly, and the driv^''^ 
■ - • er died in hospital Friday. ' 

- WTN cameraman Vtctof''' 

Dhlaxntni — the sole survivor 
— was being flown out to 
Nairobi Friday after being 
iVidn nfinCS^'shot in the left leg and three 

cash cnbil:;! 


fingers of the right hand. 
E><^ors said the cameraman, 
also a South African, was not 
in danger of dying. 

(In Pretoria, South African 
Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
expressed regret and sandess 
at the killings and said the 
South African government 
stood ready to provide any 

help needed.) 

^th the Burundians killed 
came from the Tutsi extrem- 
ist stronghold of Ngagara in 
northern Bujumbura, raising 
fears of revenge attacks 
'against Hutus. 

An army spokesman mean- 
while said gunmen — pre- 
sumably Hutus — attacked a 
military at the entrance to the 
south Bujumbura Tutsi 
neighbourhood of Musaga 
ovemi^t. 

He dismissed the attack as 
a small one, with no army 
casualties, but residents said 
the two sides exchanged in- 
tense fire for 20 minutes. 

Burundi is alreadjf ex- 
periencing low-Ievel civil war 
between the Hutus. who rep- 
> resent S5 per. cent of the 
population, and the Tutsis, 
4vho make up only 14 per cent 
but represent almost the en- 
tire forces in the army and 
the paramilitary gendarmer- 
ie. 


A year ago — on April 6, 
1994 — Presidents Juvenal 
Habyarimana of Rwanda and 
Cyprien Ntaryamira of 
Burundi, both Hums, were 
killed when their plane was 
brought down by rockets 
over Kigali. 

That attack., still un- 
claimed. unleaded civil war 
in Rwanda which led to more 
than half a million deaths and 
destabilised this nei^bour- 
ing country. 

For Burundi, it was the 
second murder of a Hutu 
president. The first, Melchior 
Ndadaye. was assassinai^ 
during a failed putsch by the 
army in October 1993 which 
led to clashes between the 
tribes in which up to S0,CK)0 
Burundians died. 

Rwandans gathered Friday 
to rebury their late prime 
minister and 200 others a 
year after the start of geno- 
ddal killings in which up to 
one million people perished. 

People moved at dawn to a 
stadium at Nyamirambo, a 
surburb on a hill outside the 
capital,, .from .w.here th^ 
frineral pfocxsteion was due to 
begin. Kigali’s streets were 
otherwise deserted as many 
Rwandans stayed indoors. 

At noon the nation, led by 
President Pasteur Bizimungu 


and guests Julius Nyerere, 
the former president of Tan- 
zania. and Burundi Prime 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo, 
observed a minute's silence 
to remember TUtsi and Hutu 
victims of the slaughter. 

Agathe Uwilingiyimana, 
the moderate Hutu prime 
minister, was seized by Hutu 
presidential guards minutes 
after President Habyarimana 
was killed in a rocket attack 
on his plane in the night of 
April 6 last year. 

. Ms. Uwilingiyimana, who 
was five months pregnant, 
was diembowelled and the 
worst bloodbath in the trou- 
bled history of Africa began. 

Many of the killings took 
place hidden the world since 
most U.N. peackeepers and 
diplomats were evacuated af- 
ter the murder of 10 Belgian, 
soldiers in Ms. Uuilingiyima- 
na's guard. 

Ms. Uwilinmyimana and 
the others will be buried at 
Rebero Hill a few kilometres 
away from Nyamirambo. 

On Xhursday, tfre. first 
seven of up to »,000 jailed 
suspects appeared in a Kigali 
court to answer charges they 
took part in the mass killing 
in the three months after 
April 6 last year. 


9 candidates qualify for French presidency poll 


PARIS (R) — Nine candi- 
'.rdate qualified Friday to con- 
' . ' test France's presidential 

.. election as the three main 
' " contenders sought to lure the 
floating voters of women 
' / , 'and ;^ung people in an in- 
‘ ; . creasingly tight race. 

Latest opinion poll suggest 
■ that conservative frontnmner 
‘ Jacques Chirac's lead has 
/■ - ' ■ narrowed while fellow Gaul- 

list rival Prime Minister 
•' Edouard Bahadur and Social- 

- ist candidate Lionel Jospin 
.- are neck-and-neck in the race 
' ' for second place. 

. - ' • The electorate remains 
- ■ highly volatile, with up to 40 
• per cent of voters undecided 
-ahead .of the April 23 first 
.• round. 

A Louis Harris poll in the 
daily Information gave Mr. 

. Chirac 25 per cent, Mr. Jos- 
pin 21 and Mr. Bahadur 18. 
7 ■ But an IPSOS survey for the 
-. magazine Le Point gave a 
. unflkting picture with Mr. 

. ... . Chirac down to 23 per cent, 
Vfr, Bahadur on 21 and Mr. 
lospin on 19. 

PoJls suggested Mr. 
Me SI • ' ''' ..Chirac would comfortably 
♦ either opponent in the 

Way 7 run-off. 

CC’nrf^"' The list of candidates 
vhose nomination was vali- 
. Uted by the Constitutional 
- -ouncii, published by the 
fficial journal Friday, con- 
. ...'ained only one surprise. 

. Maverick far-rightist Jac- 
ues Cheminade, a virtual 

• 7.- • • made it on to the 

allot alongside Mr. Chirac, 
^ .'It, Bahadur, Mr. Jospin, 

j • : ' ; nreme-right leader Jean- 

•arie Le Pen, anti- 
■- ” ■ . aastricht rightist Philippe 

' . e Villiers, Communist 

.■„r.3bert Hue, Trotskyiie 
' '7 ' 'lette Laguiiiere and eco- 
pst Dominique Voynet. 

• ' ■ . . .- '7 -. Mr. Chemionade, 53, a 
sPpoit of American far- 
77 htist Lynond Larouche, 
,,--‘ inaged to gather the en- 
' .; -'' ' ' 'rsement that forced several 

.•'•7',.. rter-known minor candi- 

^ ; i- ' of 

- \ graduate of France's 

. ..r ' .''e Civil Service College 

V . ' . • ' ''iA) like four of the other 

' ■ ',7 -ididates, Mr. Cheminade 

. 7. . '1 former economics offi- 

• .*-7 ;/ ■ He says he now lives off 

*. . . mail legacy. 

folishing his sudden star- 

- : n, he rushed from radio 
'J'ions to television studios 
proclaiming a jum- 



Frencfa Prime Minister and pre^ential candi- meeting. Mr. Balladur has pulled into second 
date Edouard Balladur (left) speaks with place just two points behind rightwing rival 
Defence Minister Francois Leotard during jaeqeus Chirac in the race for the French 
their flight to Coisda on his way to a political pre^ency in new poU (AFP photo) 


bled dogma blaming “finan- 
cial cancer" for the world's 
ills and vowing to fight “uni- 
form and iniquitous thinking 
that dominates the elite and 
shapes mainstream ideolo- 

sy-” 

All three major candidates 
were due to put their propos- 
als for greater equality be- 
tween the sexes to the 
National Council of Women 
Friday. 

Mr. Balladur. the first to 
speak, acknowledged that 
France was behind its Euro- 
pean partners on sex equality 
and pledged to work for 
equal pay and greater politic- 
al representation for women. 

Mr. Jospin, battling to 
reach the run-off, pleaded 
with young people Thursday 
ni^ht not to waste votes on 
fringe candidates or be taken 
in by Mr. Chirac's “demago- 
gic" promises. 

Cheered by thousands of 
youthfril supporters at a rally 
in the southern city of Mon- 
tepellier, he declai^: “1 de- 
fend the values that young 
people stand for." 

Mr. Oiirac, the favourite 
among first-time voters 
according to opinion polls, 
plans a giant youth rally Sun- 
day in Paris. 

In this last major television 
‘interview before strict rules 


cut broadcasting by the 
candidates, Mr. Chirac re- 
jected his rivals' charges of 
demagogy, saying he had 
made few promises. 

The Paris mayor, who has 
failed in two previous pres- 
idential bids, declined to be 
drawn on who he would 
appoint to government, stres- 
■sing the election was still 
wide open. 

“If you were to tell me that 
the game is not over, I would 
agree, because this is clear," 
Mr. Chirac told France-2 
television. 

Meanwhile, British gamb- 
lers, used to a prime minister 
with a repuution for being 
boring, are* putting their 
money on Edouard Balladur 
to win France’s presidential 
election. 

The bookmaker Ladbrokes 
said Wednesday that punters 
were not exactly clamouring 
to lay bets on the outcome cn 
the two-round vote — it has 
taken total stakes of less than 
£10,000 since it opened its 
books 10 days ago. 

But despite opinion polls 
showing Chirac in the 
lead, most bets are being laid 
on his fellow Conservative, 
Prime Minister Balladur. 

“The early money in our 
betting has been for Balla- 
dur,” said Ladbrokes spokes- 
man Paul Austin. 


“But we're still keeping 
Chirac the favourite." 

Ladbrokes is ^ving odds of 
1-3 for Chirac and 2-1 for Mr. 
Balladur. Socialist Lionel 
Jospin, although neck and 
neck with Mr. Balladur in 
opinion polls, is a distant 
25-1. 

Rival William Hill, anot- 
ther British bookmaker, puts 
Mr. Chirac at 1-2, Mr. Balla- 
dur at 64 and Mr. Jospin at 
6-1. 

Wagers on politics are un- 
heard of in France — legal 
betting is carried out by state 
companies on horse racing 
and lotteries. 

Mr. Austin said he ex- 
pected betting interest to 
build up ahead of the April 
23 first round of voting and 
May 7 second round. 

“People are bidding their 
time until nearer the elec- 
tion," he said. “I think there 
will be lots of twists and rums 
to come." 

On the 1988 presidential 
election Ladbrokes took over 
£100,000 ($160,000) in bets. 
This time, it expects around 
£250,000 (S400.000). 

On current taking, bets on 
Mr. Jospin look unlikelj^ to 
make a significant contribu- 
tion. “I don’t know of a bet 
above £10 (on Jospin)." Mr. 
Austin said. 
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Serbs close all checkpoints around Sarajevo 

Bosnian Serbs regain ground 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb forces have re- 
gained ground against 
Muslim-led government 
troops in a successful 
counter-attack in northeast 
Bosnia near a disputed com- 
munications tower, govern- 
ment army sources said Fri- 
day. 

Serb forces, retaliating 
against Bosnian army ofren- 
sives launched last month, 
continued to shell civilian 
targets in Sarajevo, flouting a 
U.N. ban on heavy weapons 
around the dty. 

One persons was killed and 
several others wounded when 
a rocket slammed into several 
houses in the government- 
held suburb of Hrasnica Fri- 
day morning, a local hospital 
reported. 

Outside Sarajevo French 
peacekeepers and Bosnian. 
Seib soldiers were engaged in 
a tense standoff after both 
tides moved extra troops into 
petition at a contested check- 
point. U.N. offidals said. 

“The French deployed a 
full platoon of solmers and 
four armoured personnel car- 
riers to the airport road 
checkpoint this morning," 
said Alexander Ivanko. a 
U.N. spokesman in Sarajevo. 

Serb forces threatened to 
destroy the French armoured 
vehicles if they were not re- 
moved by 9 a.m. (0700 
GMT), but the deadline pas- 
sed without inddent. 

On Thursday evening Serb 
infantry backed by heavy 
artilleiy launched a coordin- 
ated assault on two hills near 
the Stolice relay station east 
of Tuzla, and capturod boA 
objectives, Bosnian army 
sources told Reuters in Tuz- . 
la. 

The government sources 
reported Serb helicopters fer- 
rying men and ammunition 
into the battlezone in the 
Majevica Hills. 

Bosnian aimy units laun- 
ched an offensive in the Sto- 
lice area on March 20 and 
seized at least 50 square 
kilometres of territory, buE 
not the communications tow-> 
er which was their main 
tarjet. 

Bosnian.Serb leader Radp- . 
van Karadzic had vowed 'to 
'retaliate' and crash ‘ ^vern- . 
ment forces around Stolice 
and across Bosnia. Thursday 
saw the first significant sign 
of that effort. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said Friday 
Serb forces had stifled the 
government army offentive 
around Stolice. 

“Serb troops deblocked 
the Stolice relay station 
Thursday night, dealing a fin- 
al blow to the Muslim ofiien- 
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Bosnian Serb gunners fire thdr 37mm 'Bofors'* 
anti-aircraft cannon on the front line dose to 


the small village of Ripac, four kilometres 
southeast of Bihac (AFP photo) 


sive on the Majevica front," 
SRNA cited Bosnian &rb 
Army sources as saying. 

U.N. peacekeepers, whose 
movement was severely res- 
tricted by the combatants, 
could not confirm whether 
Serbs had captured ground 
but rept^ed heavy shelling in 
the Majevica Hills. 

“Fighting and heavy shell- 
ing continued in the Stolice 
Tower and southern Majevi- 
ca Hills areas where over 
1,000 detonations were re- 
ported." Major Herve Gour- 
melon told reporters in 
Sarajevo. 

The Stolice relay statison 
controls telephone and televi- 
sion links in the north of the 
country and Bosnian army 
officers had hoped to capture 
it intact. 

Fighting has intensified in 
recent weeks despite a four- 
month ceasefire scheduled to 
expire at the end of April. 

U.N. efforts to extend the 
crumbling ceaseefiree pact 
have so foiled to produce 
xany progress, with United 
Nations offidals warning the 
republic is sliding towards all- 
out war. 

The Bosnian^ go^ramenL 
army, was battling a 'Serb 
assault in the - northwest 
Bihac pocket, with Serb 
forces from Croatia and 
allied rebel Muslims staging 
an attack near Velika Kladu- 
sa, Maj. Gourmelon said. 

The offensive appeared to 
involve SOO to 6(X) troops 
supported with artille^, mor- 
tar and armoured vehicles, he 
said. “It seems to have suc- 
ceeded in capturing some 
high ground but there has 


been no shift in the con- 
frontation line.” 

In Bihac seven dvilians 
were wounded in Serb shell- 
ing of the town Thursday, the 
U.N. said. 

But Mr. Ivanko blamed the 
Bosnian 5th Army Corps, re- 
sponsible for the defence of 
the northwest enclave, for 
launching an attack out of the 
safe area, action which he 
said prompted Serb retalia- 
tion. 

Some 400 Bosnian soldiers 
assisted by Bosnian Croat 
HVO forces attacked out of 
the south of the safe area, 
capturing a road, Mr. Ivanko 
said. 

The U.N. had earlier 
warned it could not protect 
“safe areas" if government 
forces used them as staging 
ground from which to launch 
offensive actions. 

On Friday, U.N. force 
commander in the former 
Yugoslavia, General Bernard 
Janvier, flew to Coralid, in 
the Bihac enclave by helicop- 
ter. 

But because he refused to 
land in Serb-held territory 
prior to. flying into the be- 
tieged pocket, the Serbs said . 
they would fire at all U.N. 
helicopters in the area, UN- 
l^OroR spokesman Yuri 
Shishaev reponed here. 

Bosnian forces Friday 
closed off all their check- 
ims around Sarajevo and 
layed mines on a road linking 
the besieged city to the air- 
port, U.N. Protection Force 
spokesman Yuri Shihaev 
said. 

The action followed the 
tense confrontation Friday 




moraing at the Serb “Sieirae 
4” checkpoint on the road 
leading to the airport be- 
tween the French U.N. sol- 
diers and the Serbs. 

A meeting of the self- 
proclaimed Bosnian Serb 
“parliament" to discuss a fed- 
eration of Bosnain and Croa- 
tjan Serbs was postponed by 
two days, SRNA said Friday. 

The “parliament" session 
due for April 2 at Sanski 
Most in northwest Bosnia, 
will not now be held until 
April 14 and 15, the agency 
said, without giving a reason 
for the delay. 

The meeting is due to dis- 
cuss advanced plans for a 
federation between the so- 
called “Serb Republic” and 
the breakaway Serb-held 
Krajina re^on of Croatia. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic has already 
signed an agreement with 
Croatian Serb leader Milan 
I^rtic in February paving 
the way for the creatin of a 
common defence council, as 
a first step in closer links 
between the two zones. 

A Bosnian Serb leader was 
quoted Thurs^y as warning 
Belgrade would unleash 
ci>nLwar among Sert« in 
mer Yugoslavia if it agreed td^ 
recD'^uise 'Bosnia and 
Croatia. 

“I do not even dare think 
of such a pc^bility." said 
Nikola Koljevic, "vice- 
president" of the self- 
declared Bosnian Serb Re- 
public. 

“It would lead to a further 
split in the Serb people, 
which could lead only to a 
Serbian civil war," the Fonet 
Agency quoted his as saying. 


Russia offers safe conduct to Chechen refugees 


KHAJI YURT, Russia 
(AFP) — The Russian milit- 
ary sent envoys into Chechen 
mountain villages Friday to 
coax refugees to return 
home, and warn rebels that 
the villages would be bombed 
if they did not lay down their 
arms. 

Thousands of refugees 
have abandoned their homes 
in recent weeks and fled to 
the mountains in southern 
Qiechenya as Russian forces 
gradually won control of the 
country's main cities, towns 
and lowland villages. 

On Friday the Russian 
military command sent mem- 
bers of the pro-Russian 
Chechen opposition to the 
mountain villages with the 
message to refugees: Come 
home now and you will hot 
be harmed. 

At the same time, it issued 
an ultimatum, warning that 
the Russians would launch an 
intense bombing and artil- 
lerey offentive against the 
villages unless the rebels laid 
down their arms by Sunday. 


Already Friday, Russian 
airplanes were flying over the 
mountains in a cloudless sky, 
postibly preparing for a post- 
weekend blitz. 

Chechen fighters loyal 10 
secessionist President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev were 
driven out of their urban 
strongholds over the last few 
weeks and have pledged to 
launch a new partisan war 
from the mountains. 

The Russians are clearly 
hofting to end rebel resist- 
ance before world leaders in- 
cluding U.S. President Bill 
Clinton convex on Moscow 
on May 9 for VE-Day 
celebration to mark the end 
of World War II in Europe. 

The Russian military offen- 
tive to crush Chechenya's 
three-year secession from 
Moscow, which began on 
Dec. 11, has been widely 
condemned. 

The lastest Russian “come 
home" appeal to the refugees 
appeared aimed at restoring a 
semblance of normal life to 


some towns, and to avoid 
massive civilian casualties 
should the threatened attacks 
on mountain villages mater- 
ialise. 

Tlie Russians are particu- 
larly eager to get t^gees 
back to the eastern 
Cheebenya towns of Shali 
and Gudermes, which were 
abandoned by the rebels late 
last month without being flat- 
tened by Russian bomte and 
artillery. 

By contrast, ocher towns 
such as the capital, Gronzy, 
were devastated by Russian 
shelling before they were 
captured from the rebels, and 
are hardly liveable. 

The commander of Rus- 
sian forces in Shali sent a 
message to the mountain re- 
fugees saying that a safe cor- 
ridor back to Che town would 
be opened to them Friday. 

One of the pro-Russian 
Chechen envoys, Andi 
Baisultanov, approached 
several families in Khaji 
Yurt, 20 kilometres (12 
miles) southeast of ShtUi at 


the foothills of the moun- 
tains, with the message: 
“You’ve got to get out of 
here. 

“The Russians are g> mg to 
bomb you. There's nothing 
you can do. There is nowhere 
for you to hide. Why let your 
wives and children be killed 
when you can go back to 
Shali where everything is 
back to normal? he said. 

Mr. Baisultanov told one 
family that their house was 
still intact, and another that 
their relatives had already 
returned home. 

His big selling point was 
that the new police and secur- 
ity chiefs in Shali were to be 
trusted, since they were loc- 
als known by everyone, even 
if they had always been solid 
members of the anti-rebel 
opposition. 

The news spread like wild- 
fire through the refugee- 
swollen village, where three 
or four large families are 
packed into each small 
house. 


U.N. conference agrees deal to protect climate 


BERLIN (R) — The United 
Nations Friday approved by 
consensus a d^l setting up a 
procedure to reduce emis- 
sions of climate-altering gases 
into the next ceniury, but it 
set no specific targets. 

“I declare the document 
adopted,” conference Presi- 
dent Angela Merkel told de- 
legates to the U.N. climate 
meeting who greeted the 
draft with applause. Some 
170 states participated in the 
conference. 

The document set up a 
two-year negotiating process 
to elaborate policies and me- 
asures and set “quantified 
limitation and reduction 
objectives within specified 
timeframes" for ernissions of 
greenhouse gases such as car- 
bon dioxide (C02). 

But the mandate for these 
talks did not specify how 
large these reductions should 
be, or when they should be 
achieved. 


'The deal represented a 
compromise between the 
European Union and de- 
veloping countries — which 
had wanted clear-cut reduc- 
tion targets — and leading 
C02 producers such as the 
United States. Japan and Au- 
stralia which had wanted 
looser formulations. 

Danish Environment 
Minister Svend Auken told 
Reuters the deal was '^better 
than we would have ex- 
pected.” 

He said the deal intro- 
duced “a process leading to 
the setting of new targets 
with specific timetables" and 
“underlining the commit- 
ments of developing coun- 
tries." 

But the countries of the 
alliance of small island states 
were deeply disappointed 
with the result. 

Many tiny low-lying island 
states could be washed off the 


map if the worst climate 
change scenarios come true 
and sea levels rise dramatical- 
ly- 

"Let us not be self- 
congratulatory since we have 
achieved so little by this ac- 
tion, or lack of it.” a delegate 
from the Marshall Islands 
told the plenary meeting on 
the final day of the ll^ay, 
S16-million conference. 

The final resolution fulfil- 
led a key demand of the 
developing countries that it 
should introduce no new 
commitments for them betide 
those introduced at the 1992 
Rio Earth Summit. 

The Berlin conference was 
a follow-on to the Rio meet- 
ing, which set goals for C02 
rrauctions only up to the year 
2000 . 

The resolution said the 
negotiating group which will 
now try to set targets and a 
timeframe for C02 cuts 
should complete its work as 


early as possible in 1997. The 
results could then be formally 
adopted at a follow-up to the 
Berlin conference. 

There were strong reserva- 
tions to the deal from the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, which 
fear a loss of revenues if 
emissions reductions prompt 
lower oil consumption. 

Nevertheless these coun- 
tries, led by Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, did not make use of 
their right to block the final 
deal as advocates of emis- 
sions cuts had feared. 

Environmentalists were 
angry that the deal did not 
name specific emissions 
targets, but found some 
grounds for optimism. 

“This is far from a disaster 
as far as the mandate for 
negotiations goes, it gives 
clear ground rules for them to 
|Q ahead," said leading 
Greenpeace official Jeremy 
Leggett. 
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Race in space 


IT MAY not be such a big deal that Israel 
has sent a spy satellite into outer space to 
hover over several Arab capitals. Israel 
has been known to gather military intelli- 
gence from many Western satellites orbit- 
ing the Earth. What is so striking about 
this new development is the lack of an 
Arab countereffort to keep tabs on Israeli 
military intentions. 


Israel is known to have several nuclear 
devices and the means to deliver them. 
The Arab side has nothing of the sort. It 
would make sense therefore to conclude 
that the Arab capitals have a lot more to 
be concerned about than Israel does. The 
Jewish state cannot continue to eiyoy a 
monopoly over mass destruction 
weapons, top it all with the launching of 
Ofek-3 satellite and remain indifferent to 
Arab concerns about their own safety. It 
is also not a big relief that the orbit of 
Ofek-3 will take it over only Damascus 
and Baghdad. The Arabs of the region 
would never sense security and stability 
as long as parts of the homeland are 
under one-sided surveillance. 


We may understand the Israeli deci- 
sion to send its satellite as part of its 
preparedness for an eventual peace deal 
with Syria. Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has always voiced concern 
about the military implications of any 
eventual Israeli withdrawal from the 
GoUm He^ts and how much his country 
needs precautionary and warning means 
to forestall any possible Syri^ incursion 
into its heartland. What we cannot 
understand, thoi^, is the apparent lack 
of appreciation for tibe Arabs’ own anx- 
ieties especially at a time when Israel is 
known to possess nuclear bombs and 
their means of delivery. The concerned 
Arab capitals therefore must strive to 
have their own spy satellite in order to 
balance out the dis^uilibrium that would 
result from having only the Arab World 
under surveillance. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra*i on Friday dealt with the 
exchange of accusations between the Palestine National 
Authority fPNA) and the Islamic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, about last Sunday's explosion in Gaza which left 
eight people dead, saying Hamas has announced that it will 
avenge the incident which it claimed was concocted jointly 
by the PNA and Israel. Mohammad Kharroub said, there 
was an escalation in media campaigns by the PNA and 
asked if there would be a confrontation between the PNA 
and Hamas. He ruled out the possibility of having Hamas 
risking a military confrontation or even a sharp media 
exchange with the PNA. He said Hamas realises the 
balance of power in the Gaza Strip, especially after the 
incident which occurred at a Gaza mosque on Nov. 18, and 
in which several were killed by PNA police. He said after 
the incident, Hamas preferred the language of dialogue and 
tolerance rather than violence and assassinations. The 
problem then was overcome after the PNA took a step 
back and opened an investigation of the inddent. he added. 
Mr. Kharroub said Israel was dealing with the issue 
carefully and denying any responsibility for the inddent. 
The writer said although the situation in baza was tense, he 
expressed his belief that reason will eventually triumph 
because both sides know that any escalation in the situation 
will lead to a dvil war. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour. Saleh Al Qallab. on 
Monday blamed Wednesday's violence at the University of 
Jordan, in which some 20 students were injured, on what 
he termed as the distorted and erroneous values that still 
prevail in Jordanian sodety, saying that these values are 
nurtured by government officials. He said it was not weird 
to have disputes between universty students, noting that 
such disputes happen in all universities. He said incidents 
elsewhere in the world happen because of political reasons 
but the one at the university was tribally motivated. The 
writer said that it does not matter who is to blame in the 
inddent. saying the blame will eventually fall on the 
educational patterns Jordanians are exposed to since their 
birth. He said the problem was that the Jordanian sodety 
did not yet develop from a tribal society to a dvil one. That 
is why the oldest and most important university in the 
countp' was turned into an arena of tribal brawls and fights, 
he said. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Cooperation — not competition — 
should mark peace-building process 


BUILDING PEACE was the key theme in the series of 
multilateral meetings that Jordan hosted last week and 
these meetings appeared to have produced some progress 
towards the objective of translating peace into tangible 
benefits in the life of people. 

In te^nicaJ terms, the gatherings in Amman and Aqaba 
were part of the run-up to the economic summit that the 
Jordanian capital will host in October, an event that many 
experts descnbe as the best opportunity yet for Jordan to 
advance its quest for foreign capital and development 
projects. 

Tliese meetings included the workshop of the Jordanian- 
Israeli-American commission and deliberations among 
Jordanian, Israeli. Egyptian and American delegates in 
Aqaba and bilateral Jordanian-Israeli meetings. In sum, 
the central focus of all meetings was how to deal with the 
requirements of the era of peace and what every player, 
from the region and odierwise. could do to advance the 
quest for b^t and effidem means to raise funds and 
channel those funds to the most rewarding projects. 

Having said that, however, the feet remains that the 
outcome of the one-day meeting of the task force on setting 
up a Middle East development bank was not very 
encoui^ng if only because of the key difference across the 
Atlantic on whether die proposed bank should have its own 
capital. 

The resistance put up by some members of the European 
Union (EU) to the idea of the propo^d bank having its 
own capifel contrasted strongly against the campaign 
launched by the four core parties in the Middle E^t — 
Jordan, Israel, Egypt and the Palestinians. 

The European stand that such a bank need not have a 
capital of its own was rooted in the argument that existing 
finandng institutions — the various European Union 
agendes, the World Bank, the International Hnandng 
Corporation etc. etc. in addition to institutions run' 
independently by various European governments — were 
suffident to take care of finandng the economic develop- 
ment of the Middle East and North Africa. 

On the surface, the argument makes sense. Given the 
record of bureaucracy in the Middle East and some of the 
European Union institutions themselves, the idea of having 
another multilateral institution financ^ by bodies and 
governments with conflicting agendas does not sound very 
good, liiere is also the consideration that running a 
commerdaJly viable bank with multilateral interests is not 


an easy task either. 

But the overriding fector that is of high concern to us in 
Jordan is of a diff^erent nature: For one thing, we are all 


aware that global preoccupations are shifting rapidly 


around with me emerging new world order, and, as such, 
there is no guarantee that the present international interest 
in the Middle East and North Africa is long lasting, in that 
vein of thought, how are we assured that European interest 
in seeing it through that the Middle East and North Africa 
are heli^ to develop themselves? Will there be the same 
interest and approach in the year 1997? In 1999? Or 
hereafter? 

We appreciate the European Union’s switch of focus 
from Eastern Europe to the Mediterranean. But. with ail 
due respect to the powerful trading bloc, can we ask what is 
there to stop it from shifting attention from the Mediterra- 
nean to somewhere else just as they did with Eastern 
Europe? 

We do acknowledge that the European Union is propos- 
ing up to $6 billion in the next four years to be spent in the 
Mediterranean region. But for us in the immediate region, 
the amount becomes insignificant, given that dozens of 
countries from Morocco to Turkey would be vying for their 
shares from the fund and there is no hard and fest 
mechanism to ensure a fair distribution. 


Ideally, what we would like to see is an institution with 
its own capita] and independent structure devoted to 
developing the economy of the Middle East and North 
Africa in the same spirit as called for by the Casablanca 
declaration. 

No doubt, part of the resistance by some Europe 
countries to the proposal of having such an institution 
seems to stem from a political preoccupation to counter 
what they see as an American effort to dominate the 
proposed institution. We are also aware that the European 
Union does not have a common position on the issue 
either, as was evident in the speeches and indirect policy 
presentations made by the ]»rticipants in last week's 
meeting in Amman. 


We don’t think that any party concerned needs any 
reminder that we in the Middle East have lived through 
many decades of misery and suffering mostly because of 
international power politics. We can do without a repeti- 
tion of the East-West conflict played this time around 
pitting Europe and the U.S. a^inst each other. 



Writers take government to task 


over alleged undemocratic practices 


By Sa’eda Kilani 


COLUMNISTS LAST 
week lashed at the execu- 
tive authority, accusing it 
of various malpractices- 
While some writers put the 
blame of the alle^d lack of 
democratic practices in the 
country on the incoherent 
structure of the govern- 
ment, others attributed it 
to various socio-cuitural 
and historical elements. 


Al Dustour newspaper 
columnist Taher Al Adwan 
criticised what he described 
unnecessary expenses of 
ministers and deputies. The 
travel expenses of ministers 
and senior government 
officials should be cur- 
tailed. he suggested. 

What is noteworthy, he 
said, is the phenomenon of 
continuous travels of par- 
liamentarian delegations. 
Parliament has been trans- 
ferred into a foreign minis- 
try, he added. Before 
democracy, the deputy's 
per diems for travel abroad 
were only JD 25; parlia- 
mentarians. and not the 
people, were the ones who 
have enormously benefit- 
ted from the introduction 
of democracy in Jordan, he 
said. 


an “award for failure". Mr. 
Qallab criticised the man- 
ner in which people get 
appointed to senior posts 
and proposed an award be 
presented to those who 
admit they feiled. Failure is 
in itself a major achieve- 
ment. he said. Those who 
failed should be equally 
honoured as successful and 
creative people because, he 
said, they would rid the 
society of a major vice. 

He regretted that many 
people assume positions 
they don't deserve. He said 
“w^ta". or using connec- 
tions. played a major role 
in the appointment of peo- 
ple to senior jobs or to 
ordinary ones. 


'not fall in line with rhe 
minister's policies and poli- 
tical objectives. He said the 
two former governments 
that were formed by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker enjoyed a disting- 
.uished reputation and were 
fully appreciated by jour- 
nalists and writers, but this 
government has excluded 
journalists, he added, 
thanks to Dr. Karaki. 


We were shocked to see 
that Dr. Karaki has strayed 
from our rows. We had 
placed our hopes in him 
and we considered him the 
best of intellectuals, Mr. 
Hattab said. 


In AL Ra'i newspaper. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Mr. Adwan said that 
most countries of the 
world, and rich countries in 
particular, are now cutting 
down on their travel ex- 
penses. Some Scandinavian 
countries, he pointed out. 
have cancelled the trips of 
their officials and envoys 
abroad. 

Saleh Qallab, also in Al 
Dustour. said society suf- 
fered from major problems 
due to the appointment of 
the wrong people in wrong 
places. In a column entitled 


These people, he said, 
deserve an award for fai- 
lure but only if they admit 
they failed. 

In the weekly Shihan 
newspaper, Sultan Hattab 
(also a daily columnist at 
Al Ra'i paper), called on 
the government to lift the 
embargo on the Jordanian 
press, in reference to the 
suspension of the two 
weeklies Hawadeth Al 
Sa’ah and Al Bilad last 
February. 

In an article entitled "the 
dirty linen that was not 
hung," Mr. Hattab called 
on the Minister of Informa- 
tion, Khaled Al Karaluf, to 
stop what he described as 
harassing writers, journal- 
ists and intellectuals and to 
stop interfering in their 
writings and their publica- 
tions through direct and 
indirea means. 

Mr. Hattab alleged Dr. 
Karaki has been using his 
position to sack journalists 
whose line of thinking do 


Tareq Masarweh said the 
accusations against a minis- 
ter who has allegedly had 
an affair should be referred 
to court. He said the repu- 
tation of a minister and a 
respected lady should not 
be infringed upon neither 
they be bait for rumours. 

We might not know all 
the details, Mr. Masarweh 
said, and these details 
might not be important af- 
ter all. The important 
thing, he added, is that we 
should refer our cases to 
court to look into the dere- 
liction cases that are hitting 
the Jordanian society and 
its institutions. 

In the weekly Al Majd 
newspaper, Fahd Rlmawj 
also lashed out at the gov- 
ernment, accusing it of 
launching aggressive cam- 
paigns at the interior front 
while promoting democra- 
tic and peace slogans 
abroad. 

Mr. Rimawi said the gov- 
ernment has manipulated 


the composition of Parlia- 
ment, through the one- 
person one-vote law. has 
spoiled the political parties 
through infiltrating them. 

At present, it is now 
scheming in the various 
martial and “legal" means 
against the professional 
associations and trade un- 
ions, he said. 

In the iveekly Islamist Al 
Sabeel, Bassam Amoush. a 
member of the Lower 
House of Parliament, 
heavily criticised the gov- 
ernment's overall structure 
and its performance in 
general. He said the cur- 
rent crisis the government 
is passing through is basi- 
cally due to the deformed 
formation of the cabinet 
itself. He said there were 
several influential blocs 
that are in constant struggle 
against each other and are 
influencing the govern- 
ment's performance. 

The crisis is not only 
hitting the cabinet from 
outside, he said. It has its 
serious implications on the 
interior front too. said Dr. 
Amoush. He cited four 
ministries as having major 
dashes with the public and 
blamed the government's 
policies for this. He said 
such a government should 
pack and leave since it is 
not qualified to deal with 
Jordanian dtizens in a dig- 
nified manner. Political 
parties and all others 
should raise their voices 
high and demand a govern- 
ment that would enjoy re- 
spect and appredation. 

This new government, he 
added, should include a les- 
ser number of ministers 
and should have a national 
programme that would pro- 
tect us of possible dangers 
at this stage. 


Irrefutable facts 


To the EdiCon 


IN VIEW of the zeal displayed in certain press commentar- 
ies — including the ones that appeared or were reproduced 
in the Jordan Times — that misunderstand or misrepresent 
the ’nirkish military operation against PKK terrorism in 
northern Iraq, I wish to make the following points: 


1. To describe the Turkish military operation as -an 
illegal action of invading a foreign country (Iraq) and 
creating havoc in an area declared as a U.N. safe haven" is 
devoid of any conceivable moral or legal ground; (A) It is 
common knowledge that Turkey is genuinely sensitive 
about the preservation of the territorial integrity of Iraq. 
(B) It is equally well-known thui the Baghdad government 
is. at present, liot in the position to exercise its sovereignty 
in northern Iraq. The lack of state authority and the chaotic 
situation prevailing in that area were taken advantage of by 
the PKK to gra'duaily transform it into a vast and 
strategically convenient base for the furtherance of its 
separatist objectives against Turkey, through terrorism and 
related propaganda initiatives. (C) It was clearly ascer- 
tained that the terrorist organisation was gearing itself to 
launch a massive offensive against "targets" within Turkey 
from its bases in northern Iraq. 

In light of these irrefutable facts, unbiased observers will 
grant that the current operation by Turkish security forces 
T$ no more and no less than a proportionate exercise of the 
right of self-defence by the Turkish government, which 
could not possibly have hesitated in the discharge of its 
duties with respect to the security of its people and the 
country's territorial integrity. 

The Turkish military operation is very clear in its 
objectives. They are; Ul To destroy the PKK command 
and control elements and infrastructure in northern Iraq: 


(2) To prevent the PKK from establishing a so-called 
"liberated zone" in the region: (.') To end” cross-border 
infiltration into Turkey. 

As it was announced at the outset, the operation is 
limited in both duration and scope. It is not intended, as I 
stressed earlier, to infringe on Iraq's territorial integrity, 
nor is it aimed at anyone other than the PKK. Turkish 
forces will be withdrawn as soon as the objectives cited 
above are attained. 


Obviously, in order to prevent the reestablishment of 
PKK camps in the area and future infiltration into Turkey 
of terrorist bands, a secure environment needs to be 
established. In the final analysis, the ideal solution would 
be a return to normalcy in the region through the full 
'implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 6KK. 

Shouldn't a minimum sense of intellectual fairness have 
induced those who hastened to criticise Turkey so harshly 
— oblivious to its legitimate concerns and also making 
irrelevant comparisons — ask themselves how they would 
expect any self-respecting government to act under similar 
circumstances? 


2. The record must also be set straight in the face of 
attempts whether out of ignorance or nonchalance, or by 
inimical design to introduce the PKK as representative of 
the aspirations of the Kurdish-speaking citizens of Turkey. 
Clearl}[, Turkey — like all others — is an imperfect society. 
All citizens of Turkey — not only those whose mother 
longue is Kurdish — wish to see their country's democratic 
standards improved forther. Thev all expecr their govern- 
ment and other democratic institutions to address resolute- 
ly and imaginatively the country's domestic problems which 
affect their daily lives. Nevertheless, excefii an insignificant 
minority, they all recognise that their grievances are still 
remote dreams for most other nations in the vicinity. 
Furthermore, the overwhelming majority of the Kurdish 
speaking people of Turkey are fully aware that the PKK is, 
in essence, a tool in the bands of others whose traditional 
objectives include the destabilisation and eventual dis- 
memberment of Turkey. They do not want to contribute to 
systematic efforts aimed at the destruction of their country 
but to continue to actively participate in its. betterment. 
They — like other segments of the Turkish society — value 
their country's pluralistic democratic regime and want to 
further improve it. They are wise and mature enough not to 
be fooled by propaganda efforts designed to inculcate 
separatist seeds in their hearts and minds. They know 
full-well that the enemies of iheir country cannot be their' 
friends. Tliey have enough sense of history to grasp that the 
PKK has no worthwhile future to promise them. These are 
some of the reasons why the PKK and those who are 
behind it have failed in their persistent provocations to 
create rifts in the rich social fabric of Turkev along ethnic 
lines or otherwise. Those who need further'evidence that 
the PKK is in no way representative of the Kurdish 
speaking population of Turkey may wish to remember that 
most of the civilian victims of PKK massacres (thousands 
since 1984) are from among ihe same group who. in its vast 
majority, refuses, to support the organisation. 


What is not less imponant is that the quasi-entirety of the 
Turkish people — regardless of Iheir ethnic origins and 
political affiliations — also realise that circumstances 
created by PKK terrorism and the effective counter- 
measures that it necessitates adveisely affect the govern- 
ment’s efforts to address the social, economic and cultural 
issues on Turkey's agenda. And. this is one of the very 
important reasons why the resolve of the Turkish govern- 
ment to break the back of PKK terrorism enjoys the firm 
support of the people. 


Turkey has sufficient self-confidence and will-power to 
raise with determination to Ihe massive and sophisticated 
terrorist challenge directed at its very existence and the 
well-being of its people. We look to our friends for support 
in this legitimate undertaking. 

I trust these clarifications will be found useful by tho«e 
who are sincere in their wish to understand better the facts 
surrounding Turkey's struggle against the deadliest terror- 
ist organisation of our times and the compelling reasons 
behind the Turkish military operation against PKK bases in 
northern Iraq. It would be worthwhile to note, in this 
context, that the most recent “achievement" of the PKK 
was the assassination. (April 5) near Dohuk. of three 
personal of the Turkish Red Crescent convov canyina 
humanitarian relief aid to the civilian population ol 
northero Iraq and of four Iraqi Kurdish guards provided by 
the regional authorities to ensure the safety of the convoy. 
As for those who may have their own reasons to refuse to 
comprehend the true nature of developments, they might 
^ least display the intellectual integrity not to envelop iheir 
Turkey-bashing with lofty values and fundamental norms 
of aviiised condun. which are in stark contrast with the 
PKK and everything that it represents. 


Mehmet Ali Irtan^ik^ 
Ambassador of ToHreyi 
Amman. 


Tbe Jordan Times weJeornes letters and contributions from 
m readers an any subject tiiey wish to Letteis 

intended for piiUicsCioo, bowever, sboukf contain drs 
wrrtert fuU name and pnefcraldy address as well, Sames 
cu be withheld only iipoo reqaest and under ^peos/ 
arauastaaces. letters are subject to editing. Tbenewsp^ 
er is not respoa&Ible for tbe return of lumsedmaonsuftp^ 
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Kurdish rebels kill 
8 in northern Iraq 
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ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Kurdish rebels mm Turkey 
opened rocket fire on a taxi 
and killed night local Kurds 
in northern Iraq, it was re^ 
por^ Friday. 

The attack occurred Thurs- 
day evening near the town of 
Zakto. said Necip Calin, a 
local Iraqi Kurdish security 
chief. 

- There appnued to be no 
direct connection to Turkey's 
incuirion into northern Iraq 
intended to wipe out bases 
by rebels fighting for 
autonomy in southeastern 
iWfcey. The area is control- 
led, by Iraqi Kurds and 
beyond the reach of the Iraqi 
mili tary since the Gulf war. 

• Tte victiins of the rooekt 
attack included four children 
and one woman, Mr. Calin 
said. 

Mr. Calin, a member of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, 
(KDP), said file attack was 
organised 1^ a Turkish Kur- 
dim rebel who was collabor- 
ating with the rival Iraqi Kur- 
diA group Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PKK). 

Ihe KDP and the PUK . 
have been engaged in a 
poowr struggle for the past 
year. 

Some 35,000 Turkish 
troops moved inside northern 
Iraq on March and Ank- 
ara has come under increas- 
ing pressure form its Western 
allies to pull them out. 

In Ankara, a government 
spokesman Turkey will 
end its military offensive in 
northern Iraq within weeks. 

It is the first time Tbrkey 
has given a time-scale for the 
hicarsion launched on March 
20 . 

*‘We will pull out our 
troops as soon as the opera- 


tion achieves its goal, and 
that will not be more ±an 
weeks," said spokesman Yil- 
dirim Aktuna after a cabinet 
meeting. 

Mr. Aktuna said the opera- 
tion had four aims: To des- 
troy bases of the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party 
•(PKK), to impose some form 
of control on the border re- 
gion, to prevent Turkish 
Kurd rebels crosring the bor- 
der into Ttirkey and to **sbow 
the world how detennined 
Turkey is to wipe out tenor- 
ism." 

In Paris, Turicish Foreign 
Affairs Minister Erdal Inonu 
assured France that Ankara’s 
incursion into Iraq was not 
open-ended, but said troops 
would stay until their mission 
was completed. 

“All of our friends under- 
stand that the militaiy opera- 
tion against the PIK is an 
(^ration of limited dura- 
tion, of limited goals," Mr. 
Inonu said. 

“We have no intention of 
remaining in Iraq, we have 
no intention of setting up a 
“cordon sanitaire’ (protective 
line) or anything like that.” 
Mr. Inou told reporters. 

The Tukish minister was in 
Paris to soothe French offi- 
cials ahead of this weekend's 
11-nation Mediterranean 
forum in the Riviera resort 
town of Smnte-Maxime. 

U.S. ^cretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
Thursday that Washington’s 
support for the offensive de- 
pended on moves by Turkey 
to limit the scope of the 
military operation. 

In Geneva, the United Na- 
tions' top human rights offi- 
cials said he was appalled by 
the situation in northern Iraq. 


King hold talks in Ottawa 

(Omtimied frim pi^ 1) 


Ali 






are a leader of great moral 
stature in the quest for an 
honourable and just peace , 
and a betterment of your 
pe ople. 

'“Your Majesty, we riiare 
your vision of a Nfiddle East 
free from the scourge of 
war. We stron^y support the 
peace process, we recognise 
that much.work remains to be ^ 
done to ensure that otheiS~ 
foUow Jordan's example and 
that we ultimacefy reach' o'' 
peace among states, and 
more importantly between 
pet^es. 

“For some 40 years, young 
Canadians have been calleo 
on again and again to place 
themselves between h^le 
forces in the region and as 
peacekeepers or peace moni- 
tors. 

“The parliament of Cana- 
da considers peacekeeping so 
important foat it has made it 
a top priority of the Canadian 
armed fc»^. And at the 
same time Canada continues 
to play an active role in multi- 
lateral peace efforts. 

“We lead the jefugee 
worting group, have t^cen 
die initiative with confidence 
building measures within the 
anus control group. We are 
offering our experts and re- 
sources for the water commit- 
tee. We remain determined 
to make the peace process 
work. But peace cannot be 
built in one day. We are 
convinced that the states of 
the region must work 
together to build on a solid 
foundation of democratisa- 
tion that leaders of vision like 
you Your Majesty have care- 
fully ma^. 

“Hie ties of commerce 
must also be allowed to grtw 
across die toundaries within 
and beyond the regjon and 
Canadian business stands 
ready to contribute their 
shares to a more prosperous 
future. 

"We know that further 
progress- will be achieved 
throughout the region in re- 
lieving poverty, protecting 
the environment and promot- 
ing human rights. 

"Let me take this moment 
now to recognise the accom- 
plishments of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor in those areas as 
well as in health, education 
and culture. At her initiative 
and under her leadership im- 
pressive gains have been 
made in the quality of life 
enjoyed by the people in 
Jordan and throughout the 
hfiddle East. 

“Your Majesty, you have a 
proud recora of service to 
Jordan and to the world, 
including efforts to bring ab- 
out peace." 

On Thursday, the King and 
Queen attended a lunch 
hosted in their honour by tire 
Conference of the Presi^nts 
of l^jor Jewish Organisa- 
tions in the U.S. 

King Hussein said in a 
speech that he was hopeful 
that the U.S. will forgive the 
remainder of Jordan’s debts. 

Jordan, he said, was look- 
ing forward to the Amman 


economic summit, which, he 
said, will constitute a good 
opportunity to exchange 
views on issues of common 
interest and to carry out pro- 
jects stipulated in the peace 
treaty. 

“I look forward with 
hope to the success of the 
Amman coafemce, which 
we will be hosting towards 
the end of the year and 
which, we hope, wiil be more 
specrfic in addressing areas of 
common concern, proj*^ 
chat are already under stu<fy. 
and presenting opportunities 
for all our friends to come 
and join us and be our part- 
ners in the peace building 
process and share its gener- 
ous results," the King said. 

“We are already working 
very rapidly on projects re- 
gaimng the vall^ of peace, 
the rift valley ... in terms of 
all the resources available,” 
be said. 

“Hopefully, the region will 
open up as a whole ... with- 
out any hindrances or restric- 
tions from, to and across the 
region," King Hussein said. 
“We hope dl the barriers 
that have afiected people, 
their potential and their 
opportunities, will be no 
iHOre." 

King Hussein said Jordan’s 
parliament is prepared to 
amend laws whm necessary 
to conform to the new “real- 
ity of peace." 

What Jordan seeks, he 
said, is “not war, nor a state 
of ’no peace and no war,' but 
a state of peace for all times 
to come." 

King Hussein said he 
hoped the peace agreement 
would encourage “a warmer 
atmosphere" in which 
Palestinians, would 'speak 
•for themselves through the 
Palestine Liberation Oiga- 
nisation. 

But the United States, he 
said, must fulfill a leadership 
role in “solving the problem 
that burdens us from the 
past, when Jordan bore the 
greatest impact of the Palesti- 
nian tragedy." 

King Hussein, accompa- 
nied by Queen Noor, was 
warmly received by the group 
at a ^^nhattan hotel. Lester 
Pollack, chairman of the 
leaders conference, told the 
Monarch that his organisar 
tion supported' Jordan’s eco- 
nomic development 

King Hussein meanwhile 
received cables from senior 
officials congratulating him 
on his foil recovery can- 
cer and wishing him good 
health and happiness. 

The cables were sent by 
Acting Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf A1 Rawabdeh, Speak- 
' er of the Up^r House of 
Parliament Aumad Lawzi, 
Qiairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Abdul Hafez 
Nfirai, the chiefr of the In- 
telligence, Public Security 
and Civil Defence Depart- 
ments. 

The cables expressed 
happiness and joy for the 
King’s full recovery and 
pieced to remain Mthfol 
and loyal to the Hashemite 
leadeiship. . 



^lestmian police Mamina the site of tiie explosion in Gaza 


Gaza blast blows lid oif PLO-Hamas rivalry 


By Robert Mahoney 
Reuter 

GAZA — The mysteriou.^ 
explosion that killed one of 
Gaza's most wanted Islamic 
militants has blown the lid 
off simmering rivalry be- 
tween Hamas and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisdtion (PLO). ' 
The -uneasy truce=^e- 
tween the two groups vying 
for influence in the PLO- 
ruled Gaza Strip is again 
teetering, senior figures on ■ 
both sides say. 

Political dialogue be- 
tween Hamas and Yasser 
Arafat's self-rule authority 
has stopped, they saicl. 
although security chiefs are 
stifl in londi in an attempt to 


prevent violence. 

Fear of Lebanese-style 
civil strife has checked Mr. 
Arafat from unleashing his 
17.UUU-strong police force 
against Hamas. 

It in turn has refrained 
from striking the PLO while 
keeping up attacks against 
Israel and killing Palesti- 
nians who collaborate with 
the Jewish -state. 

But Sunday's explosion 
has stoked the anger and 
frustration of the radical 
military elements in Hamas 
who brand the PLO as col- 
latorators for their 199.^ 
peace agreement wii-h 
Israel. Hamas sources said. 

Hamas quickly blamed 
Israel for the explosion and 
said the Palestinian author- 


ity also bore res|ron.sihilir>'. 

Israel denied its ugenLs 
were behind the blast, 
which tore apart a Gaza city 
fiat killing guerrilla Kumal 
Kheil, two fellow Hamas 
members, a child and two 
other civilians. 

The blast was so powerful 
that police have been un- 
able to piece .togetheargll 
the body' pares -arid atfeyuh- ' ' 
sure, of 'the finaUtolL 
The Palestinian autnority 
said Mr. Kheil. reputed to 
have worn a belt of explo- 
sives to prevent his being 
captured alive, blew himself 
up accidentally in a Hamas 
“bomb factory." 

Security sources said Mr. 
Kheil sometimes acted as a 
lone wolf and defied Hamas 


rules against making bombs 
in residential areas. *rhey 
said the Hamas accusations 
against the PLO were de- 
signed to conceal dis.sem 
within its own ranks. 

Whatever the truth, Mr. 
Kheil's death has added to 
Mr.' Arafat's woes from 
both Israel and Palesti- 
■ti.nians. '* 

isA'-.Israel. which is^stalling 
• further implemeniaiion m 
self-rule until it w satisfied 
the PLO can stop Palesti- 
nian “terrorism." sent Mr. 
Arafat a “told-you-so" 
message after the bomb fac- 
tory blast. PLO sources 
said. 

It now fears u fresh wave 
of Hamas bombings. It is 
unlikely to reopen'its bor- 


ders with Gaza and the 
West Bank, thus woreening 
the poverty and unemploy- 
ment that already weakness 
support for Arafrt's peace 
accord. 

, 'This discontent is fertile 
ground for Hamas, a strong 
political force with a small 
but deadly .military . wing 
' numbering fewer' than lUO 
'^byrinas'in-Can;' acebr^^ ' 
mg to security sources. 

A few hawks around Mr. 
Arafet want him to crush 
this wing, the Qassam bri- 

§ udes. But despite finding 
ocuments showing that 
Mr. Kheil was 
attack the aut 
Arafat ruled out a crack- 
down on Hama.s. a senior 
Palestinian official said. 


IS pepured to 
uthon'iv. Mr. 


Some tiO officials even 
hoped that Mr. Kheil's 
death might .strengthen the 
moderates within Hamas 
who favour dialogue with 
the PLO. 

This notion was scotched, 
however, by one Ou.ss:im 
member as 'he stood with 
thousands by Mr. Kheil's 
freshly dug jpave. Blaming 
Israel aiid its colluborutors 
he vowed vengqnnce for 
Kheil's death. 

Would this include 
attacks against the Palesti- 
nian. authority, he was 
asked? A wry smile and 
shrug of the shoulders. 

“I can't say." he whis- 
pered. “But these thoughts 
are not fur from the mind of 
some in the movement.'.' 


Syria-Israel army talks unlikely soon 


(Cmliiiiied flrom page 1) 

truth," Mr. Sharaa told Fu- 
ture 'Television, a private sta- 
tion owned by Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, 
in the recorded interview. 

“Seenrity should be ba- 
lanced, parallel and equal on 
both of the 4th of June 
line," Mr. Sharaa said. 

On Wednesday, President 
Bill Clinton declared that 
there was a “good chance to 
readi an agreement between 
Israel and Syria." 

The leaders of both coun- 
tries are searching for a set- 
tlement, Mr. CHnton said. 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak agreed after a 


White House meeting. 

“1 think President Assad 
wants peace, I think prime 
Minister Rabin wants 
peace," Mr. Mubarak said. 

This, in turn, could help 
pave the way to an overall 
treaty, tfaou^ Mr. Qinton 
told reporters “we realise 
that cannot be done over- 
night." 

\ Mr. Mubarak said there 
would be no reason for Israel 
to have nuclear weapons in 
the event of peace wifii Syria. 
He called on Israel to consid- 
er “in a sincere and construc- 
tive spirit” his proposal to 
make the Middle East a 
nuclear-free zone. 

Tlie Haaretz daily said on 
Friday Israel has been acquir- 


ing raw materials from Syria 
for more thim a year by ship- 
ping them through third 
countries. 

Israel officials were not im- 
mediately available to cenn- 
ment. 

Haaretz, quoting unnamed 
Israeli sources, smd the deals 
were initiated a company 
controlled by Isml and done 
via straw companies in third 
countries but with “full 
knowledge and approval of 
the most senior levels in the 
Syrian government." 

It said the materials were 
broght dhe^y from Syria to' 
Israel but that Syria was not 
an important source for 
them. 

The newspaper did not 
specif what raw materials 
were mvolved. 


Ross urges Arafat to address fears 

(ContiUNd from pi^ 1) Hamas, and chanted “Ayash, 


Mr. Abed Rabbo also told 
reporters that “Israel's settle- 
ment policy is very dangerous 
for the peace process and we 
call on Isf^ and the United 
States to work to stop this 
activity.’’ 

He was referring to Israeli 
Houring Minister Binyamin 
Ben EGezer’s plans the 
construction of 5,000 new 
homes in Arab East Jeru- 
salem and the occupied West 
Bank. 

“We stressed that the clo- 
sure is a destructive measure 
against the Palestinian eco- 
nomy and against foe agree- 
ment," Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said, adding foe Palestinians 
told Mr. they expected 
the U.S. to take a clear posi- 
tion on these issues. 

Meanwhile, more than 
1,000 Hamas supponen cal- 
led for revenge Friday 'at the 
funer^ of a Palestinian who 
died of injuries sustained in a 
huge explosion in Gaza City. 

Said A1 Daas, 30, owned 
the apartment which was torn 
apart by foe* blast Sunday. 

H*is death Friday raised to 
sbe foe number of people 
killed in foe blast, according 
to Palestinian police. Hamas 
said four died. 

Demonstrators brandisbed 
the green flags of foe Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 


wreak revenge for our mar- 
Qm" — a reference to bomb- 
maker YeJiia Ayash. 

The funeral at the Sheikh 
Radwan cemetery ended 
peaoeftiUy. 

Police and Hamas ^reed 
that two Hamas militants — 
military leader Kama! Kheil 
and Hatem Hassan — were 
among the victims, as well as 
Daas’s young child Bilal. 

Police say the explosion 
was caused by militants hand- 
ling explosives in a Hamas 


bomb fectory in the heart of 
Gaza City, while Hamas 
charges it was an Israeli 
attack carried oiit with foe 
collalxiratioD of the Palesti- 
nian Authority. 

Leading Hamas member 
Sbtikh Ahmad Bahr renewed 
accusations against the self- 
rule authority at Friday 
prayers. 

In a sermon-to thousands 
of worshippers at Gaza’s 
Palestine Mc^oe, Sheikh 
Bahr said: “The authori^ 
was very happy that Kamm 
was killed because he was 
wanted by foe Israelis. 


Moderates win JWA election 

(Confomed firom page U) ^ 
administrative committee issue of normalisation. 


would puisne the same policy 
of their four former col- 
leagues, that is, thc^ will fight 
moves to normalise Jorda- 
nian relations with Israel. 

Last February, Mu*nis 
Razzaz resigned from the 
assodation’s presidency. Six 
members of the administra- 
tive committee followed suit. 

Razzaz said he resigned 
because he could not tol^te 
a “chaotic" frtinosphere. 

According to Mr. Razzaz, 
a prominent writer and 
novelist, foe hardliners waste 
the association’s time, disre- 
gard cultural problems and 
mvoke fotile deoates over the 


Both streams wifoin the 
association dalm foey are' 
gainst cultural normalisa- 
tion, or normalising cultural 
relations with Israel. But the 
hardliners say foe Democra- 
tic Cultural stream shows 
more “laiiency" towards the 
issue and does not take a firm 
stand against ' “nonnalisers." 

According to Mr. Mahad- 
din, a member of foe anti- 
noimalisatioh committee at 
foe Arab Writera Union, the 
clashes mil continue since a 
compromise between the two 
streams over foe issue of nor- 
malisation would be.foffii^t 
to reach. - 


Sarid urges dismantlmg of colonies 


(Confinued from page 1) 
The fresh debate over the 
ftiture of Netzarim came a 
day after Israeli media leaked 
plans by Mr. Rabin’s housing 
minister, Benyamin Ben- 
^ezer, to build more than 
5,000 new homes in Jewish 
West Bank settlements abut- 
ting Jerusalem. 

Such plans would require 
government approval. Mr. 
^bin’s junior coalition par- 
ty, tte Gbeial Meretz bloc, 
bm said it would try to block 
the construction plans when 
they are brought before the 
cabinet oi^Sunday. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat on Friday denounced 
foe reported building plans as 
a “flagrant violation of the 
(peac^ agreement.” _ .. 

Under the autonomy, 
accord, all 144 Jewifo settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza are to be left in place 


during the interim period, 
with tbdr fete to be detez^ 
mined in final status talks 
foat begin in 1996. In hopes 
of bringiiig foe Palestinians 
into the peace talks, Mr. 
Rabin had promised in 1992 
to curb construction. 

Tlie accord also says that in 
the second stage of Palesti- 
nian self-rule, Israeli troops 
most pull out of all West 
Bank towns on the eve of 
Pal^tinian general elections. 

Officials said the popula- 
tion of Maale Adumim, a 
Jerusalem suburb in foe West 
Bank, is growing at a much 
fe^r rate than it did under 
tikud administration. 

“At the present rate, 
Maale Adumim’s Mpulation 
will double by 19% or 1997, 
to 30.000 from the 1992 fi- 
gure of 15,000.” 

The new proposal irked 
Meretz, the main coalition 


partner. Mr. Meretz said the 
new building could harm the 
delicate Israel-PLO peace 
process. 

Mr. Sarid told Israel Radio 
that Meretz ministers would 
appeal a committee decision 
to build new settler housing 
“in order to lessen if not 
cancel altogether foe damage 
foat could be done!" 

If foe committee approves 
the additional housing it 
would bring the total number 
of units it has approved this 
year for building, planning, 
or sale in the Bank to 
■about 8,000, according to fi- 
gures compiled by the Peace 
Now movement. 

The Jerusalem “municipal- 
ity'’ in February approved 
the building of an additional 
6,500 homes for Jews in Arab 
&st Jerusalem, which is not 
under the nunisterial commit- 
tee's authority. 


Doctors vote, will defy directive 


(ContnHied 
foe association did not feel 
bound by the directive. 

Since 1968, only nine of foe 
conneirs members have been 
elected by foe general assem- 
bly in Amman. The lOfo 
member has until now been 
representative of West Bank 
{foysicians, elected hi sepa- 
rate polls in Jensalem fol- 
lo^ng elections in Amman. 

Aswdation members de- 
scribed the order as interfer- 
ence wifo the association’s 
laws. 

In its annual meeting held 
only last week, foe associa- 
tion's ^eral assembly re- 
confirmed a statute according 
to whidi a seat is reserved ^ 
a West Bank delegate. 

The minister’s instructions 
to exclude a West Bank 
member is seen as part of the 
government's tirive to imple- 
ment hs 1988 dedsion to sev- 
er all legal and administrative 
ties witn foe West Bank. 

The Jordanian Bar Asso- 
ciation was the first pro^ 
sional association to reemve 
similar directives to exclude 
its West Bank members from 
electoral procedures from foe 
minister of justice, Hisham 


from page 12) 

A1 Tel. The Bar Association 
has been taken to court by 
the minister for defying his' 
instructions. 

Mr. Tel at the time re- 
jected daims that foe order 
to exclude West Bank mem- 
bers of foe Bar Assodation 
from voting in the associa- 
tion’s elections was politically 
motivated. He told the Jor- 
dan Times that “according to 
me, there is no political 
reason’’ for this instruction. 
“All West Bank colieames 
have no right to vote in Jor- 
dan because of the dedsion 
taken in 1988 of administra- 
tive separation.” 

“This is only for legality's 
sake," Mr. Tel said at foe 
time. “Everyone must abide 
by the law," by excluding 
West Bank professionals 
from membership in Jorda- 
nian professional associa- 
tions. 

Dr. Maraka criticised both 
foe timing of the minister’s 
letter, which reached him in 
foe evening before elections, 
as well as its content. He told 
the Jordan Times that he 
could not see the need for 
inteiference by the govern- 


ment in a process of disen- 
gagement that was taking 
place naturally. “Once West 
bank physidans have set up 
their own medical associa- 
tion, they will themselves ask 
for separation," Dr. Maraka 
said. 

The minister's letter 
(Quoted articles from the asso- 
ciation’s law as the legal basis 
for foe directives. Article 27 
of the 1972 law states foat 
“the afiaifs of foe assodation 
are administered by a coundl 
consisting of a prudent and 
10 members elected by the 
general assembly." 

Farther, artide 4, para- 
graph (a) states that “reg- 
istered by the association 
must be physicians residing In 
foe Kingdom and practising 
fodr profusion here.” 

The association’s decision 
to ignore the minister’s in- 
structions and to reserve a 
seat on foe coundl ^ the 
West Bank delerate could 
theoretically provi^ .pounds 
for legal action. 

Re^ts of Friday’s elec- 
tions, in vfoidi four candi- 
dates were contesting foe 
presidency and 44 canmdates 
were running for the execu- 
tive council, were not re- 
leased by press time. 
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Intervention nerves keep 
aUing dollar afloat 


EMI warns about 
unemployment, 


Arab economy ministers 
to meet Tuesday 



A 1'^:* 


LONDON (R)-The dollar 
Steadied nervously in Euro- 
pean trade on Friday after 
plunging to a new post-war 
low on the yen in the Far 
East, but dealers said only 
fear of possible central bank 
intervention was keeping the 
currency afloat. 

Dollar buying by the U.S 
Federal Revive, the Ger- 
man Bundesbank and the 
Bank of Japan earlier this 
week proved largely ineffec- 
tive. But dealers said a re- 
newed onslaught could have 
a greater impact in thin pre- 
weekend trading. 

^‘Actions both physical and 
verbal by central banks over 
the last couple of days are 
bound to have some sort of 
effect when you are coming 
up towards a weekend in a 
fairly thin market." a senior 
dealer at a Finnish bank in 
London said. 

The dollar was trading at 
around 64 yen in mid- 
morning, above a fresh 83.65 
yen low seen overnight. On 
the mark it climbed to 1.3770 
marks from 1.3730 late on 
Thursday. 

Traders were looking 


ahead to U.S. jobless data 
due later on Friday for clues 
on the country's economic 
outlook. 

The dollar's renewed slide 
triggered ftesh calls from in- 
ternational leaders for policy 
action to calm markets. 

French Economy Minister 
Edmond Alphandery said he 
wanted finance ministers of 
the Croup of Seven indus- 
trialised nations to discuss 
ways to stabilise exchange 
rates along the lines of the 
Plaza and Louvre accords at a 
meeting later this month. 

These two accords en- 
gineered a controlled fall in 
the dollar in the 1980s, and 
then stabilised the currency 
at a lower rate. 

Jeaii-CIaude Paye, 
secretary-general of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), also called 
for ^ater policy coordina- 
tion between the three major 
industrialised countries, 
Japan, Germany and the Un- 
ited States. 

"The soution is further 
strengthening compatability 
and integrity of international 


says growth outlook 

cials turned up the heat on . 

d'ot for EU good 

ri^t TOmmentf S°a FRANKFURT, German^r The institute said progress 

fifure in Bonn Lxinomics (AP) — Although economic toward price stability “cannot 
Eer Serb's pn«pec^^f^ 1»5 ^ wholly 

said the problem lay with the the European U nion (EU). sati^ry.” . . 
failure of U.S. "c bnght, _wage _r»trwnt _is while a majonty of EU 


failure of U.S. policymakers 
to cut the budget deficit. 

“Our interest rates are not 
the problem. In Germany we 
have an appropriate level of 
interest rates, llie problem is 
the Americans and their 
budget policy," he told a 
German newspaper. 

Bundesbank deputy presi- 
dent Johann Wilhelm Gadum 
was slightly more diplomatic, 
saying the weakness of the 
dollar and some European 
currencies was due to a loss 
of market confidence in the 
ability of governments to 
solve their budget problems. 

European stock markets 
were mostly firmer, shrug- 
ging off the currency turbu- 
lence, but waiting for the 
jobless data from the United 
States . 


Japan surplus to rise for 
a while — economists 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's cur- 
rent account surplus in dollar 
terms is likely to continue 
rising for a while because of 
the yen's recent steep appre- 
ciation against the dollar, 
economists have said. 

*it won't be easy for the 
trade surplus to decrease, be- 
cause of the yen's rise and 
strong overseas economies,"' 
said Masahisa Okada. reseur-' 
cher at Tokai Bank Ltd. 

Earlier, the government 
said Japans surplus in its 
unadjusted current account, 
its broadest measure of trade 
in goods and services, rose to 
$iL 3.^ billion in February 
from SI2. 1’S billion a year 
earlier and S3. 69 billion the 
previous month. 

The yen's rise temporarily 
inflates' the value of exports 


Japanese goods more costly 
and less competitive, eco- 
nomists said. 

In addition to this so-called 


said. 

"Even if the high yen de- 
presses the competitiveness 
of Japanese goods, the sur- 


needed to keep inflation in 
dieck, the European Monet- 
ary Institute (EMI) has said. 

Uie institute tempered the 
optimistic outlook by warn- 
ing about high unemploy- 
ment, governmental fiscal de- 
ficits and high levels of public 
debt. 

The inflation rate in the 
EU overall is expected to foil 
below three per cent, the 
institute said, but central 
banks must remain vigilant. 

The institute's first annual 
report was presented by its 
president, Alexandre Lamfa- 
lussy, at a news conference in 
Frankfurt. 

Hie institute was set up in 
January 1994 as the precursor 
for the future European cen- 
tral bank. Its job is to pave 
the way for the sin^e Euro- 
pean currency as stipulated 
by the Maastridit treaty and 
to supervise the convergence 
of the economies of EU 
states. 

"\^wed from the end of 
1994, the overall growth pers- 
pectiw for 199S has clearly 


While a majority of EU 
states kept their annual infla- 
tion rates below or around 
two to *2.5 per cent, Gerrtumy 
recorded three per cent, 
Spain, Italy and Portugal 
in the range between 
3.9 per cent and 5.2 per cent, 
and Greece showed a rate of 
slightly below 11 per cent in 
1994. 

"continued wa^e restraint, 
as well as detenruned structu- 
ral adjustment measures — 
including fiscal consolidation 
— are critical to enhance the 
durability of non-infiationary 
recovery," the report said. 

*Tbe' score for wage in- 
creases should not be mis- 
judged and fiscal consoUda- 
tion efforts should be pur- 
sued with determination in a 
period in whidi the cyclical 
upswing tends to mask the 
underlying structural prob- 
lems," it added. 

Unemployment peaked in* 
the EU as a whole at nearly 
12 per cent in 1994, before 
beginning to decline slowly. 
"A oonunon factor appears 
to be the existence of sob* 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
/^b finance and economy 
ministers will meet in Oman 
next week to discuss develop- 
ment activities in their coun- 
tries and reforms by some' 
members of the 22-member 
Arab League, an official 
statement has said. 

The ministers and central 
bank governors who head the 
Lease's main financial and 
economic bodies meet 
annually to assess the pre- 
vious year's performance. 

The bodies include the 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social De- 
velopment (AFESD), the 
Arab Corporation for Invest- 
ment Guarantee (ACIG), the 
Arab Bank for Eronomic De- 
velopment in Africa (ABE- 
DA) and the Kbartoum- 
bas^ Arab Authority for 
Agricultural Investment and 
D^elopment. 

A statement from the Abu 
Dhabi-based AFM said the 
April 11-12 talks in the Oma- 
ni capital Muscat would cover 


the economic and financial 
situation in member states 
during 1994 and reform prog- 
rammes. 

The five organisations will 
also present reports on their 
operations last year and the 
. results of their efforts to sup- 
port development. 

The five funds were cre- 
ated by governments in the 
region to finance industrial, 
agricultural, social and other 
projects in member states 
through extending soft loans. 

Hieir operations also in- 
volve technical assistance and 
aid to shore up balance of 
payment deficits, finance re- 
fonns and guarantee exports. 

According to official Arab 
figures, the AFM has pro- 
vided nearly S2.4 billion in 
loans while around $6.3 bil- 
lion have been extended by 
AFESD. 

Loans by ABEDA totalled 
around $1.2 billion and Uiose 
1^ ACIG exceeded $1.1 bil- 
lion, mo^y for guaranteeing 


Turlcish inflation falls, premier 
sees further decline 


brightened further, both for stantial structural problems, 
the 12 existing member states the report said. 


"J-curvc effect", they said • plus could increase if U S 
the yen's precipitous rises demand is strong." Mr Sail 
against the dollar in March said. '' 

are expected to force Tokai Bank's Okada said 
Japanese exporters to raise Asia's vigorous economies 


paces of exported goods. 

"Such price hikes by ex- 
porting firms will increase the 
value of exports in the short 
term." said Nohuyuki Saji, 
senior economist at Nikko 
Research Centre Ltd. 

The temporary effects of 
the yen's appreciation against 
the dollar pushing up the 
Japanese current account sur- 
plus could last for about half 
a ^ear. Nikko Research's Saji 
said. 

Whethef the Japanese sur- 


er Japanese goods, the sur- and the three new entrants." The deterioration of fiscal 
plus could increase if U.S. ! the report said. “Economic positions in EU countries was 
demand is strong. " Mr. Saji activity is growing faster than • a major concern, the institute 

expected and the rise in un- said 

Tokai Bank's Okada said employment rates has come The general government 
i^i a s vigorous eronomies to m end.” deficit of the union as a whole 

would boost the Japanese ‘On a less fovourable note, fell onlv mareinallv in 1994 


Asia's vigorous economies 
would boost the Japanese 
trade surplus. 

Meanwhile, a ministry of 
finance (MOF) official told 
reporters that Japan's current 
account suiplus is still on an 
overall shrinking trend. 

"February's current 
account surplus increased be- 
cause of a reaction to Janu- 
ary's sharp drop." he added. 
The January drop was due to 
that month's earthquake in 
central Japan, which delayed 


The general government 
eficit of the union as a whole 


deficit of the union as a whole 
fell only marginally in 1994, 


however, high levels of to 5.6 per cent of the general 
structural vmemployment, domestic product (GDP). 


the pattern of fis^ deficits 
and levels of public debt con- 


Overall, the gross public 
debt ratio of the union as a 


tinue to oonstitute major whole climbed to almost 69 
challenges, * the report said, per cent of the GDP in 1994, 
To allow mflation to drop compared with neariy 61 per 
under three per cent as fore- cent two years earlier, the 


even as it iheoreticallv de- . plus increases or not after i^xpon shipments and led to a 
presses export volume in the *tha?period depgnfis a.lQi( j^tn . exports during 

lori^'r' term ,^'y .Tniiking qve^as jden^an^. eco nppij sti|i . he .gqild . 


cast, central banks must re- 
main >ig3ant about lAeir in- 
terest rate policies, "not only 
to safegu^d progress made 
tiius far In fostering price 
stabifi^, but also to enable 
further progress in countries 
y^i£_jnflatioD .is stiU..iei- 
^alWay"Ji:ighlJl— . . - — 


British Airways increases Amman flights 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As a sign of 
increased European in- 
terest in Jordan and ex- 
pectations of increased 
business links, and econo- 
mic cooperation and tour- 
ism, British Airways (BA) 
has announced that it was 
raising to four its weekly 
flights in and out of Am- 
man. 

The increase from two 


flights a week, with effect 
April 29, is coupled with 
the resumption of BA 
flights to Beirut and 
Damascus. • 

Jordan figures high in 
British Airways marketing 
in Britain, wi& the tourist 
attractions in the lUngdom 
featuring in many BA- 
sponsored projects. 

British Airways resumed 
Amman flights in Decem- 
ber after a five-year hiatus. 

"The increasing traffic 


between Amman and Lon- 
don has warranted that we 
add additional flights," said 
Rose Laty, British Airways 
sales manager in Jordan. 

“With the growth of both 
business and tourism to 
Jordan it is my hope that 
before too long the market 
will be able to sustain a 
daily service by British Air- 
ways between Amman and 
Heathrow," said Ms. Laty. 

The recent visit of Briti^ 
Prime Minister John Major 


and a major British busi- 
ness detection to Jordan 
was widely seen as a big 
boost to business links. 

Jordanian businessmen 
say that during the talks 
they held with chief execu- 
tives of some of the major 
British companies who 
accompanied the prime 
minister, many proposals 
were discussed and joint 
projects with British exper- 
tise and partial equity could 
materialise soon. 


report said. 

The report urged EU gov- 
ernments to put their emph- 
asis on expenditure cuts 
rather than on increase in 
revenue, and urged la^ur 
market refoims. 

Most countries in-theHEU 
uBt present would not ^ualily 
for monetary union, the 
majority because of their &- 
cafrositioRs, the report said. 

Ine Maastricht treaty calls 
for monetary union in 19S19 at 
the latest. 

The common currency, 
known as ECU, for Euro- 
pean Currency Unit, will 
have seven banknotes rang- 
ing in face value from ECU 5 
to ECU 500, while the high- 
est face value for coins will be 
ECU 2, the institute said. 

The range of options re- 
garding the generd af^rear- 
ance of the banknotes has 
been narrowed to two, and 
work has started on the selec- 
tion of themes on which to 
base the design of banknotes, 
the institute said. 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
h^ predicted the country's 
triple-digit inflation would 
fall sharply over the next two 
months. 

"This year we will correct 
imemal balances and infla- 
tion will decline. We will see 
sharp falls in inflation in May 
and June and ensure that this 
decline continues." Ms. Cil- 
ler told her party's par- 
liamentary group meeting. 

According to offidar fi- 
gures. annual wholesale price 
inflation fell to 144.3 per cent 
last month from 149.8 per 
cent in February. Consumer 
price inflation stood at 127.7 
per cent in March, down 
from 130 per cent in 
February. 

Economists expect infla- 
tion to fall to around 92 per 
cent in April when 1994's 33 
percent April inflation drops 
out of the I2-monthIy index 
calculation and is replaced by 
a probably much lower rate 
expected at around five per 
cent this month. 

Inflation may fall funher to 
below 90 per cent in May. 

But the government's end- 
year wholesale price inflation 
target of4Up>ercent is almost, 
impossible to achieve, eco- 
nomise say. Wholesale prices 
have risen 23. 1 per cent so far 
this year. 

Economists say high milit- 
ary spending, increased by 
the ongoing operation in 
northern Iraq against rebel 
Kurds, may hamper Turkey's 
efforts to curb fiscal deficits 
and to lower inflation. 

Lieutenant General Hasan 
Kundacki, commander of the 
incursion told the private 
ATV channel the opefatroo 


' would cost about 74U billion 
lira ($18 million). 

Some officials fear the 
military drive, which has 
drawn strong critidsm from 
the West, may hamper Tur- 
key's efforts to regain access 
to international borrowing 
markets and to get an IMF 
approval for its 1995 econo- 
mic pr<»ramme. 

Ms. (Tiller said the treas- 
ury, which has succeeded in 
extending its borrowing 
maturity to 12 months from 
three since January, would 
lengthen the time span to up 
to two years by June. 

“In line with "the decline in 
interest rates, investments 
will rise," she said. 


Businessmen, hit by infla- 
tion and a six per cent fall in 
gross national product in 
1994. have urged the govern- 
ment to revitalise the eco- 
nomy. 

They blame Ms. Ciller's 
economic programme, which 
has been in place since April 
5. 1994. for a severe shrink- 
age in industrial production 
— 4.4 per cent in the first two 
months of this year. 

The programme, backed 
by the International Monet- 
ary Fund, has stabilised 
financial markets and the 
Turkish lira but failed to nar- 
row huge public deficits or 
speed up privatisation. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 8, 1995 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrofoger. Carroll Righter Foundation \ 


Peanuts 


THIS IS CALLED 
A LEASH.. 




UHEN THE MASTER 
AND HIS DOG GO 
FORAUALK.THE 
LEASH IS ATTACHED 
TO THE DOS'S COLLAR.. 


OKAv; let's review 

U)HAT WE HAVE 
JUST LEARNED.. 




WHAT IS THIS 
CALLEDANO 
HOW IS IT 
USED? > 


don't 
have THE 
SLIGHTEST 
S.IDEA.. > 



ARIES: (Maich 21 to April 19) This is a good day to see bigwigs who 
can assist you with some project which is vital to your welfare. Talk 
intelligently to a knowledgeable persop. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Go along with the views off allies 
today since the planets favour them today. Some new conuct from a 
distance can help you tonight. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can make business plans with 
fellow associates which can bring fine advancements to you today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You can see bow to put 
some talent you to work to your great benefit, and bigwip can also 
be of help to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Those who dwell with you may have 
different ideas than yours today, but try to come to a workable 
arrangement with them. , 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Talk over plans with partners 
you want to continue with for tonight. You can get some special 
talents to work today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Hnancial affairs should be 
first on the agenda and then get your pre^rty improved in some 
way. Listen to the ideas of a family member. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You can advance very 
qi^ly today through that plan you have formulated. Get in touch 
with experts who can be of great help to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Make better plans 
and don't talk so mudi and go to advisors of any assistance you may 
need for a very important project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You have good 
judgement today and you should go after what is important welfare. 
Have fund and be happy with your 'mate.* 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you want yOur career 
activities to run very smoothly, it is best to gain the assistance of 
couple of bigwigs. 

PIKES: (February 20 to March 20) Gain the bigwigs in order to 
make that new plan you have work very effidently. Sow that you 
have wisdom to handle any situation which may develop. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword 


byJewiaBarbridi 


Andy Capp 



einmaM 

nwcAK aic 

LEAVING! 
^ YOU/ J 


“I like to hold your hand in the mail. 
It’s fun to watch other women’s faces 
when they see I’m not available!” 



^ AND 
DONTTRYl 
T 0 S 70 P k 

f PERISH THB 
\ TWOUSHT j 


HERLBAVE-TANhes 
ARE SETTING /VCCe 
LIKE FLIPRN' 

7 JAiLBREAi® ^ 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letier to each square, to form 
fourordinaiy words. 


THAT SCfMMBLED WORD GAME 
lA by HmwI AmeU and UUa ArgMon 


UNDET 




Mutt*n’Jeff 


NEXT/ 


PAINLESS 

kw: 


p NOTHING TO WORPVABOufT 
AT ALL.' IT won't HURTA 
- BIT AFTER I FULL IT 
^ ^OUT / WIDE'^ 


fl knew THAT 
dentist wasn't 
FAINLESS!#*^^ 


HE VElLED when 

L r Bit his rj 
Finger..* 




m 


WAULF 


DAVULE 


TRAUME 


Answer here: A 




ANOTHER NAME 
FIDR A JOINT 
ACCOUNT 

- 

Now arrange the ctrded letters to 
loim the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartooa 


• OE ssAianur 

ow.Eomoiapnc<sautn:fe.ig 


(An s w er s tomorrow) 

Yesterday's | *<'*”*^ BOUND BUTTER PACKET 

! Answer Tough to do with inflation — 'BUCK* IT 


ACROSS 
1 Henororeelor 
SHetogalhar 
10 Happy hour 
sites 

14 Balanelty 

15 Connie Johnson 
16To — 

(mnknolwly) 
17 Hodmpnze 
19 Jacobi sen 
aOTsimol 
endeaimenL 
briefly 

21 Sent or serve 
forerunner 
22 SwsIb 
23 Leg damp 
27 Csrser el Desert 
Stoim 

30 Plus 

31 LacMngeaior 

32 Fed Ihe kkty 

33 Young aodaSte 
36Adol e ec e m 

37 Passion 

38 Total adtnbflion 
reee^ 

SSPrewDusto 

40 Paper money 

41 Evl spirit 
42PoMsrMone 
43tMiBn 

44 Hay source 
48 inriDtege 
48 Past 
SO Shoe width 
S3 Lion's pride? 
SsTrwoterprhuh 
SB Trudge 

59 Butter substllise 

60 Dressed lo Dm 

61 biadcBtien 

62 Hammer part 

63 Leave no — 
unturned 

DOWN 

1 Cut 

2 *Do— others...* 

3 Mcniem 
unmens to 

prm 
4— TnTVi 
6 FtoldB toolbalBr 
6 SUUIum 


liBil Mliaa 

mm !!■■■ eiBbS 

|»gB— aMB 
i 8 %ag Pa 888 

US9S!* ilMMH 

i88:8:.88:-" 

!”Na 88:,388 

B 8888 8888 r 


WnpiSminM. 


7 CRfspSR 

SAfphsbelnei 

9W8h8 

10 Vole 

1 1 Chletlsln in the 
MddeBast 

12Csirfeson 
13 Wading bird 
IB QEDpart 

28 Stonige buRcfing 

23 French eby 

24 1^1018-' 

25 Impede, m iew 

26 Rim hi Belgluni 

27 Kiss Me—* 
28Addiei 

29 Etodterent cry 
32 Finery 
ssTWediady 

34 Harrow rival 
ascrooiwd 

40 Locale 

41 Repudiates 
4SRns sword 
43Adventise 


.Piizde solved: 


ULDQU QQaU □□□ 
□□QQ □□□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□ □□QDUD □□□ 

QDQQQQO 

gnpna □□□ □□□□ 

QQQQQQ □□□£] 
□□□□□□□□□□□ 

QBaOQQ 
□□□□ QQ^ QQCQD 
□□□□□□□ anDnnnQ 
□□□□□qqqqqqq 
□□□ □□□□DD □□□□ 
DDQ □□□□□Q □□□□ 
□BD Baniii nnnra 


exports and investmenL 

Apart from such institn-' 
tions, Iraq and other Gulf ^ 
producers have created their 
own funds to extend aid to 
Arabs and other developing 
nations. Their combined 
flnandal assistance evciy figj 
$38 billion by the end of 1994 
while aid from all .Arab funds 
and governments totalled 
$100 billion. 

Tlie AMF statement did 
not provide figures on econo- 
mic performance in the Arab 
countries for 1994, but their 
combined jfross domestic 
fSroduct (GDP) stood at near- 
ly $507.6 billion in 1993 in 
current prices compared with 
around $480.8 billion in 19^. , 
This means a growth rate of 
5.57 per cent. 

Positive growth rates were 
achieved mainly in Algeria, 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon and 
other countries involved in 
reforms, according to 
AMF. Some oil-rich Gulf na- 
tions recorded negative rates 
due to lower oil prices. 


T-J 


44 noridaeily 

45 Evpiyt Wog 
inehiM 

46 La^rifittl) Qwnpr 

47 Synawric Aer 
soRubkcfihe 

aba 


51 Plaoeafblln 

52 Being 

54 BImene'V — 
65 BU^chaar 

seoifgindiy 

named 

‘57Rlvarl8l«d 
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sf&:?5S' 

■*fid a- 

t^^:i'fi:^:sliares have 
t&tal market 

<h <- ^ ^ '‘'9' ^ ■ •■ . ■ A 
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**THE INDUSTRIAL De- 
velopment Bank (IDB) orga- 
nised and led a group of 
banks in extending a JD 1.55 
million syndicated loan to the 
Po^ and Medical Ap- 
plianoes Company. The loan 
will enable the company fi- 
nance its purchases of equip- 
ment and building a plant at 
Ibisseifa. The company aims 
St producing 17 typ^ of plas- 
dc mstniments used in labor- 
atories mid hospitals as well 
K medical syringes. The pro- 
ject, estimated to cost JD 6.1 
minion is expected to provide 
90 employment opportunities 
snd to a^eve a jD 165,000 
value added amount to the 
nationa] income in the first 
/ear of operation rising to JD 
715,000 by the year 2000 (A1 
i(a’0. 

^ ALL DIRECTORATES 
hat follow the Nfimstiy of 
finance wiD be connect^ to 
he main computer system at 
he mimstiy next year. The 
Qove, to be inqilemented in 
Kmnian -Govemorate first, 
rin make it easier fitf the 
mblic to woric out their deal- 
,^sgs wifiKmt haviu to go to 
he mmistEy (A1 Ra*i). 


Turnover, prices recover 
as institutions intervene at AFM 


3,398m 

: cGun.?’^ **’T«E ANNUAL 

report of the Amman Finan- 
AMf^ cial Market (AFM) reveals 

rciLj'j ' that- the mariwt value of all 
shares subscribed at the end 
of last year was JD 3,398 
, ' — million, a decline of 1.9 per 

I ^ cent from the JD 3,464 mil- 

io- OrPtVk,’ Hon market value at the end 
^UJlft of 1993. The report points 
I - ^ out that during last year, 32 

' ! 1 n fioKign companies wer^ven 

''**‘**V.' approvals to invest JD 195 

, million at the AFM but the 

, ^ actual investments did not 

exceed JD 4.2 million or 2.2 
' y • -.y S' per. cent of the approved 
**'' ^ ' amounts. Requests by 

‘ :Tr,V* ‘ another. 16 foreign companies 
^ to invest JD 90 million are 
I . still under study (Al Aswaq). 

☆ S- U L E I M A N 
li' ‘ ' f';-' HABAHBEH, director-, 

. ' . ;.J!" general of the E^blic Trans- 

portCorporation (PTC), says 
■* " - the transport sector ne^ a 

” ' ' ' : ,1.!' drastic reorganisation as the 

conditions prevailing now dif- 

r . . • fer from those in the past 

triien the PTC was set up in 
. .• 1975. Noting that the cor- 

• poration needs constant 

, ' ' . activation, he explains that 

• the PTC owns 140 buses serv- 
' ' ing 25 areas within Amman. 

— — — _ Yet, these buses do not cover- 

more than 20 per cent of the 
^ routes in the capital leaving 
( \PKii i w some 80 per cent under the 

^ coverage of the private sector 

^ ■ "''■‘••5 which was given over 1200 

peimitt by the Ministry of 
^ it Interior to-operate buses og . 

••- v • j . various routes. Mr4' 

Habihbeb says that giving 
j- pemiits to the private sector 

« '-Ot s r; '.r*:'.-- ^ wrong decision that will 

make a comprehensive solu- 

,, tion more complicated. He 

j<-v ~ lii ejtplains diat leasing some 
• I. ' * . . routes to the private sector 

V'*." was a government dedsion to 

' ■* ■ ' ■'■■■ solve a pressing problem at 

that time. The problem was 
,*/ *n ■*, . ' contained and now the PTC 
' '' has stopped expanding in that 
direction hoping to restruc- 
tore the transport sector in 
*• . 5 tile Kingdom in general, Mr. 

Habahbeb adds (Al . Dus- 

rt ! *0ur). 

- \ IHE ARAB-JORDAN 

. V -.. .i- Investment Bank boosted its 
■ lending 11.1 per cent, 
s n.'.r - . from JD 71.7 million in 1993 

- to JD84.8 million in 19W, 
and recorded a net profit of 
JD 2.63 million last year. The 
V . : • board of directors is recom- 
mending to the general 
.* . .j . assembly the distribution of 

dividends at a rate of 12 per 
.--e W* cent AoconUng to the bank’s 
* '1994 annual report, the pro- 

. , • . .. fitabili^ was noticeably tugb- 

^ - ‘ er at various departments of 

^ toe banks except the secur- 

*■ ities portfolio department 

Miere the profitability retre- 
^ aied due to the low tumover 

and the decline in prices at 

the Amman Financial Mar- 

ket. The bank’s total assets 

. ^ ursir: stood at JD 2^ miUion at the 

d w •* *'" 1. — ^ end of 1994 whfle deposits 

- grew ^ JD 18.1 miliion to 

i reach JD 206.4 million at the 

. dose of last year (Al Dus- 

, . - #• .. *toir). 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Stocks at the 
Amman stock market rose 
stron^y this week as institu- 
tions intervened to check a 
slip in prices, and tumover 
more than doubled with a 
major sale of shares of the 
Amman Enter. Continental, 
brokers said. 

They said investors were 
also encouraged by what they 
saw as the success of His 
Majesty King Hussein to con- 
vince the Clinton administra- 
tion and American congress- 
men of Jordan's economic 
and security needs in talks in 
Washington this week. 

"Although it is not im- 
mediately clear when Amer- 
ican aid to Jordan would be 
coming, many investors 
appear^ to have assumed 
that the King's meetings in 
Washington had opened the 
door for assistance to Jor- 


dan," said a broker. 

Another element in the re- 
covery of the market was the. 
signing of a Jordanian-lsraeli 
agreement on cooperation in 
tourism which gave a boost to 
Jordanian hotels and 
tourism-related service indus- 
tries, said the brokers, who 
cannot be idemifi^ 1^ name 
under market guidelines. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said tumover for the 
week ending Thursday rose 
to 21.8 milliOT dinars, more 
than double the previous 
week's 10.3 million (S15.08 
million). 

A sale of part of equity in 
the majority-government- 
owned Amman Inter.Con- 
tinental Hotel to the private 
sector accounted for the bulk 
of the weekly volume in the 
services sectors, brokers 
noted. 

The AMF report said 6.9 


million shares changed hands 
this week under 6,877 con- 
tracts. 

Service sector shares 
accounted for nearly two- 
thirds of the volume with 14. 1 
million dinars. Commercial 
banks aco>unted for 3.7 mil- 
lion dinars and industrials fol- 
lowed closely with 3.6 million 
dinars. Insurance stock 
accounted for 400,000 dinars. 

Separate sectoral indices 
showed that service sector 
shares — boosted by the 
April 4 signing of a 
Jordanian-lsraeli tourism 
agreement — closed for the 
week with an avenge gain of 
9.7 p)er cent, while industrials 
gained 1.4 per cent, commer- 
cial banks and insurance 
firms 0.2 per cent . 

Stocks of 85 firms from 
among the nearly 120 listed in 
the market were traded dur- 
ing the week, with 62 of them 
closing with gains, 14 losing 


and nine remaining un- 
changed. 

Brokers attributed the re- 
covery of the market after a 
several-week plunge in prices 
to what investors saw as 
promising si gns of American 
aid to Jordan following the 
King's talks in Washington 
this week, institutional 
buying to prop up prices 
above a psychological mark 
of 140 poinu in ue general 
index and investor enthu- 
siasm in the services sector, 
particularly tourism-related 
companies. 

Also contributing to the 
improved performance in the 
market were better-than- 
expected annual figures re- 
leased by several companies 
and distnbutipn of dividends. 

Brokers noted that stock 

K nees go up naturally in 
larch and April when com- 
panies announce figures and 
distribute dividends. 


Housing Bank’s net profit drops by 24.5% 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's 
Housing Bank's net profits 
fell 24.5 per cent to 5.01 
million dinars in 1994 from 
6.^ million dinars in 1993. 

The board of directors will 
propose a 160 fil dividend per 
share for lender year 1994 
to the annual generd meeting 
on April 20 and transfer re- 


maining profits into reserves. 

Bank Chairman Zuhair 
Khoury attributed the 1994 
profits drop from record 1993 
levels to depressed prices in 
the Amman stock exchange. 

Mr. Khoury said in a state- 
ment to shareholders that 
19^ profits included returns 
from "sale of a significant 
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amount" of the bank's stock 
portfolio when it saw a 
chance to gain from a record 
market performance. 

The bank, with Jordan's 
largest number of branches 
and the main provider ol 
private real estate credit, last 
year widened activities to 
commercial banldng. 

It will raise its camtal from 
12 million dinars to 20 million 
dinars by early 1997 in line 
with a Central Bank policy. 

Tbe bank is 63 per cent 
owned by. Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and Iran. 

Mr. Kbouiy also said the 
bank, which had no pre-1967 
brandies in the Is^li-held 
West Bank, plans to open its 
first brand! in Ramallah in 
1995. It has Jordan’s Central 
Bank approval. 


Loans granted rose 26 per 
cent to ^.4 million dinars 
from 189 million dinars in 
1993. Outstanding loans rose 
18 per cent to 524.2 million in 
19^ from 443.6 million in 
1993. 

Deposits rose 10 per cent 
in 19M to 816.9 million di- 
nars from 745.S million di- 
nars, nearly 17 per cent of the 
total increase of 452 million, 
dinars in bank deposits in 
Jordan. 

Total assets rose nine per 
cent in 1994 to 973 million 
dinars from 8^.4 miliion in 
1993. 

Shareholders rights — 
capital and reserves ■ — rose 
to 43.9 million dinars from 

40.8 million dinars in 1993. 
Reserves rose 11 per cent to | 

31.9 million dinars from 28.8 1 

million dinars. I 
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FOB INVESnHENT 
O BUSmBSS OFFICBS 
frSHOFSFORSAU 

In Wadi Saqra 
1(X) sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central h^ng and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/S10609 
/810520, Fax: 810520 


_ A SECURE 

Hotel . 

Swltlyli . 


,^^Tid.O.TEL 

Tsecurjty 

^HOSPITALITY 
I I ^GASTRONOMY ^ | 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

SS3944 - SieBOO 
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Cumoejt 
Bihralal Plaar 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 


Your First Otoice 
in Car Rental 


Skmeisam 

7^:6^399 
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for. homes, andjffjsmesses. 



Eng lish 

Speaking 

Staff 


CAn^:CLEANMQ 
i;inNrrunE.c£EA(hNq. , , 

TEL 836692 


LONDON EXCHANGE HATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currendes and gold a^nst the 
dollar at mids^on on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. Sl.OO costs 


One sterling 


1.3890/00 

1.3768/78 

1.1318/28 

28.34/38 

4.7880/30 

1710.8/5.8 

83.98/08 

7.3150/50 

6.1630/80 

5.4210/60 

Sl.6116/26 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss fiwcs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


You 'V Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfumi^ed Villas and 
Apartments 

■ FUU. SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIXATION 


f=1V1LLAL= 

D’ANGELO 




AUTHENTIC- 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-eonditiooed Lounge 


One ounce Of gold S392.50/393.00 
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^ Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweiflyeh 


^rUMOHAlG 

Froflenioad OnsKty in . 

1 Hoar Service 

Develop your odour film At 
our ibop sad get;- 

• JUM0O 

MwJ9K tower 




• Mm ewlarp^ 
HSitetoJr J0CM 
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RENTA 


ELIABLE 


CAR 

ATAREUABIFPRICE 
TEL: 819676 
ABDOUN I 


\ I N H y 

Operv T>oafy 

from 

12a.tm - 12p.nu 

JehdeAmmanH SnidreU 
TeL 61 50 61 > 


mSHWAN fiMtPSNi. 
eHmiK RimiiiuuiT 


I d^ia6-30iam~mv^ 

fhto awaqr l8 «MllnMs 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Ammm 
Deir GM>ar - Anwican 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:S0 pjn. 
$a0 - 1100 pjn. 

« TmUOOim 




Thursday, 13 April 1995 ^ 

i Live Band 

Special Event With Balkan And Greek Music ^ 

;« Ticket: JD 12.000/person . Limited Seating | 
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QuaFity Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Slay 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Heavyweight champions, 
or beit babysitters? 


Las VEGAS (R) — Instead 
of calling them world 
heavyweight champions, the 
winners of the two titles up 
for grabs on Saturday could 
just as well be dubbed world 
champion babysitters. 

Tliat’s because many peo- 
ple believe the two fighters 
who will end up with the 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) and World Boxing 
. Council (WBC) belts will be 
just tucking them in safe and 
snug for the man of the house 
pf come home and claim 
them. 

That man, of cofirse, is 
Mike Tyson, fresh from three 
years in prison and flush from 
signing a six-fight, multi- 
million- dollar deal aimed at 
having him reclaim the 
heavyweight mansion, whidi 
he has dominated — in or out 
. ^ prison, with or without a 
titu. — for years. 

In addition to the two 
heavyweight title fights, three 
other championship bouts 
will be on the card at Caesars 
Palace. 

WBC super lightweight 
champion Julio Cesar Chavez 
of Mexico (93-1-1) will de- 
fend against 29-1 Giovanni 
Barisi of Italy, and Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation 
(IBF) welterweight titlist 
Felix Trinidad of raerto Rico 
(25-0) will take on Roger 
Turner (29-2) of the United 
States. 

WBC super welterweight 
champion Santana of the 
Dominican Republic (^-IS- 
2) will fight Terry Norris of 


the United States in a re- 
match of their controversial 
first fight. 

In that fight last Novem- 
ber, Norris (38-5) was the 
champion and ended a fifth- 
round flurry of punches' to 
Santana’s head with a blow to 
the back of the head. The 
Dominican went down and 
stayed flat on his back for 
several minutes. Norris was 
disqualified and lost his title. 

Chavez, 32, is on the 
downside of a great career. 
He no longer has his once 
vaunted power or spead, but 
still is aggressive and damag- 
ing, especially to the body. 


late to try to take away Oliver 
McCairs WBC title. 

Holmes first won the 
heavyweight title from Ken 
Norton in 1978 and was 
champion for seven years. 

There probably 'is no one 
craftier than Holmes, who 
appears to have trained .very 
hard for the shorter, stockier 
McCall, 29. 

But crafty can't be ex- 
changed for years. 

If Holmes, an 8-5 under- 
dog. wins, he will not stay 
around long after he sees 
Tyson coming to get the title, 
but likely will try to use his 
victory to get a fight whh 


BOXING ROUNDUP 


Chavez is a 6-1 fovourite, 
but the relatively-unknown 
Parisi is given a better chance 
by some to upset the Mexican 
hero by using exceptional 
speed and sharp counter pun- 
ches. 

Trinidad, 22. is considered 
by many to be one of the best 
pound-for-pound fighters in 
the world. His last two victor- 
ies were a^nst fighters who 
were a combined 88-0. 

There are good reasons 
why Turner. 31, is a 12-1 
underdo. 

In the first of the 
heavyweight babysitting try- 
outs on Saturday. Tony 
Tucker will fight Bruce Sel- 
don for the WBC crown. 
Then former chamfrion Larry 
Holmes, 45.- gets to stay up 


George Foreman. 

Holmes candidly says he 
wants no part of 
in 1988 crushed him in the 
fourth round. 

Seven years later Holmes 
isn't likely to do much better, 
and there's always the oppo- 
site of much better for him to 
contemplate. 

McCall, a former sparring 
parmer for Tyson, won the 
WBC title by stopping an 
amateurish Lennox Lewis 
with a right hand to the face 
in the second round last 
September. 


McCall, 25-5, brings a 
rock-solid chin and will try to 
get inside Holmes’ fanvMs 
jd3 and look to end the fight 
early. 


Young 
Hustler 
favourite 
at Grand 
National 


LIVERPOOL (R) — Young 
Hustler has replaced Master 
Oaks as favourite for Satur- 
day's Grand National at Ain- 
tree after another day of sun- 
shine shifted the odds away 
from soft ground horses. 

Nigel Twiston-Davies's 
ei^t-year-old, 20-1 just a 
fortni^t is now a 6-1 
favourite, pushing Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup champion 
hfester Oaks to 13-2 along 
with last year’s winner MGin- 
aehoma. 

“AS the ground is drying 
up, so is the money for Mas- 
ter Oaks,*’ explained hfike 
Dillon from bookmakers 
Ladbrokes. 

“Young Hustler is a real 
•sprii^r in the market.. He 
jfas ^1 a week a |0 and the 
fact that be relishes fast 
ground has caused everyone 
to latch on to him and force 
him to favouritism.” 

The going at Aintree for 
the world’s most famous 
steeplechase was desoibed 
offidkny as good to firm in 
places with the prospect of 
rain later on Fri^y. 

Dean Gallagher, who rrill 
take his second ride in the 
race on Gold Cup runner-up 
Dubadll^ said: 'The surftice 
is beantifU, tike a carpet. 


Gascoine slated to return after year’s absence 


ROME (AP) — “Gazza” is 
returning, and none too soon 
for Lazio of Rome. 

English midfielder Paul 
Gascoiqne will suit up when 
Lazio hosts Reggiana on Sun- 
day. almost exactly one year 
after he suffered a career- 
threatening leg injury. 

And Lazio, fifth in the 
Italian first divirion but com- 
ing off a disappointing 0^ 
draw with lowly Cremonese, 
needs the fiery player. Just 
four points separate Lazio 
ftom ninth place. 


land's Tottenham S8.8 mil- 
lion for his transfer in 1992. 

“Gascoigne can change 
many things (for Lazio), but 
it is important to have pati- 
ence,” Giorgio China^ia. the 
former Lazio and New York 
Cosmos star, said recently. 


Lazio has been inconsistent 
ftom outing to outing, and 
cannot aftord to Ipse to the 
likes of Reggiana, l7th in the 
IS^te^arn lea^'e.' The dubs 
drew 0-0 in the ninth round. 


Gascoigne, who captured 
the soccer world’s iasdnation 
with his talent and emotion at 
the 1990 World Cup, ftac- 
tured the tibia and fitna in his 
right leg on April 7, 1994, 
while tackling a teammate in 
practice. The subsequent op- 
eration was his fourth in 
three years on that leg. 


Although injury prone, 
Gascoigne has been looked 
to for on-the-field brilliance 
throughout his career. It's the 
flair and leadership that 
moved Lazio to pay Eng- 


llie Romans have three 
players disqualified from the 
match: forward Diego Fuser 
and defenders Cristiano Ber- 
godi and Roberto Cravero. 
The backline will also miss 
Paulo Negro, out with a right 
hamstring pull. 

As it is, Lazio’s weakness 
all season has been its de- 
fense. Reggiana. however, is 
not likely to capitalise. It has 
scored only 17 goals, second 
fewest in the* league. 

It is an ideal match for 
Gascoigne to make his re- 
turn: Mfore the home ^s, 
against a weak opponent. 


with his team needing a lift. 
And with two weeks to get 
game-ready for the derby 
against crosstown rival AS 
Roma. 

League leader Juventus of 
Turin plays its derby Sunday, 
facing a Torino club that has 
moved iiself into contention 
for a UEFA Cup berth. 

Juve, leading second-place 
AC Parma by a healthy nine 
points, will' be' without team^'* 
leader Gianluca Vialli and his 
13 goals.'Malli pulled his left 
hamstring in Tuesday’s 
UEFA Cup seoiifinal tie with 
Etornssia Dortmund and is 
out indefinitely. 

Alessandro Del Piero, who 
recently made his national 
team debut, will start in Vial- 
li’s place. 

Juve will have to focus 
defensively on forward Rug- 
giero Rizritelli, who has a 
. career-best 10 goals this sea- 
son, and midfielder Abedi 
Pele, whose two late goals 
helped 'Torino rally for a 3-2 
win over Cagliari last round. 

Torino upset Juve 3-2 in 
the teams' first meeting, and 


needs another positive result 
to move up from eighth 
place. 

Parma, 1-0 losers to third- 
place Roma last Sunday, 
faces AC Milan, in fourth 
after foiling to Juve 24). 

Parma looked good in de- 
feating B^er Leverkusen 2-1 
in a UEFA Cup semifinal 
fim-lcft on Tuesday, and 
must wui to keep the heat on 
inventus. Milan's Croatian 
midfielder Zvonomir Boban 
is out'^ispended. 

Roma travels to llth-place 
Napoli without Italian inter- 
nanonal defender Amendeo 
Carboni and midfielder Fran- 
cesco Statuto, both disqual-- 
ified, and injured Uruguayan 
fbrwad Daniel Fonseca. 

Fiorentina, one point 
ahead of Torino, foces Bari 
without suspended Ai^ntine 
striker Gabriel Batistuta, 
whose 20 ‘goals lead the 
league. 

Other matches Sunday: 
Brescia-Padova; Cagliari- 
Foggia; Inter of Milan- 
Genoa; and Sampdoria of 
Genoa-Cremonese. 


Society plans to revive 2^300 year-old^le 
Nemean Games in ancient stadium 






ATHENS (API — American archaeologists and residents 
of the Greek village of Nemea are teaming up to revive the 
athletic games that took place there more than 2.300 years 
ago. 

But, unlike the highly competitive and commercialised 
modern Olympics, which also are descended from ancient 
Greece, these games are intended to be a simple, family 
afi^r. Unlike the andent games, women will be able to 
partidpate. 

Organisers hope to bring together people of all ages and 
nationalities on June 1. 1^. for foot races in the andent 
stadium that was inaugrated last year after excavations that 
began in 1973. 

“We want to do what we do well, and with as much 
authenridty as possible. We believe that our goals for the 
competitions should be modest, but that our goals for 
partidpation should be as great as possible.” archaeologist 
Stephen G. Miller t<^d a news conference in Athens. 

Miller, a professor at the university of California at 
Berkeley, directed the Nemea excavations. 

The andent Greeks celebrated festivals with athletic 
contests at Delphi, Isthmia. Nemea and Olympia — the 
inspiration for the modem games. Nemea 's stadium was 
built around 330 B.C., on the site of an older one, in what 
is now a vine-filled valley on the Peloponnesus Peninsula- 
about 108 kilometFes from Athens. 

The Sod^ty for the Revival of the Nemean Games, 
which was formally established on Wednesday, says that no 
records will be kept and no medals awarded. Winners will 


be' crowned with a wreath of wild celery . Nemea's 
trademark. At Delphi, andent winners were crowned with 
laurel, at Isthmia with pine and at Olympia with parsley. 

Each year, one of the andent sites hosted athletes from 
all Greece for a brief time during which warring states 
observed a sacred truce. 

The new Nemean Games will be open to anyone over 12 
years of age. They are intended to give panidpams the 
chance to race barefoot along the same clay surface that 
andent athletes thundered down. Runners' families will 
picnic on the stadium's grassy embankments. 

Runners will w'ear tunics similar to those of andent 
Greece, unlike their ancestors who raced naked. 

The idea for the games arose from the inauguration of 
the excavated stadium last year, in which boys and girls of 
various ages competed in separate races. 

“That gave birth to the idea that the Nemean Games 
could take place on a regular ba»s ... and that they could 
serve as a means to bring people together from around the 
world to celebrate our common heritage." said Aristotelis 
D. Kallis. a physidan who is the socei^'s chairman. 

Hie sodety, made up mostly by Nemea residents, is 
trying to find donors for the modest funds neede'd to cover 
the cost of. among other things, the tunics and chemical 
toilets needed for the games. 

The races will be 100^ metres and 200 metres in length, 
leaving out several events from t'ne past. 

“We want to avoid certain legal problems that might 
follow upon wrestling or boxing matches.” Miller said. 
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Olympic 

track 

schedule 

completed 


PASSPORT LOST 


■ I am Paramjit Singh Sawaran Singh from India. I lost 
my passpoit No. Y 514497 and my residence Permit 
No. 67769/4338 

If found pis. send to 

P.O. Box 184038 Amman, Jordan. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished, deluxe standard. Three bed rooms, large 
guest and sitting rooms, large kitchen and other 
facilities. Second floor. Area 280m^. 

Location; Shmeisani, behind Commodore Hotel. 

Please call 667728 for additional details. 


MONTE CARLO (AP) — 
The track and' field sch^ule 
for next year's Atlanta Olym- 
pics has finally been com- 
pleted, with the men's 
marathon set to begin at 6:30 
p.m. on the final day 
Bob Brennan, spokesman 
for the Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games, said 
liiursday that the eight-day 
programme will be virtually 
the same as the one at the 
1992 Olympics in Barcelona. 

Final agreement was 
reached in a meeting 
Wednesday between ACOG 
sports director Dave Mag- 
gard and Istvan Gyulai. 
secretary general of the Inter- 
national Amateur ‘Athletic 
Fcdiratiohr ’ 

"There's some fine-tuning 
to do yet, but basically the 
schedule- is done." Brennan 
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The U.S. pFesideut of the Atlanta Committee 
for the '96 Olymic Games, Billy Ifoyne (right), 
presents the Olympic torch to the bead of the 


Greek Olympic Cmnmittee, Antonis Tsikas, 
during th«r meeting in Athens (AFP lAoto) 
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said. 

Track and field was the last 
of the 26 sports on the Atlan- 
ta programme to finalise its 
competition schedule. 

The process was held up in 
pan due to debate over the 
timing of the men’s 
marathon. Some athletes and 
offic^ls pressed for an early 
mq^ii^ start, wanting that 
Atlanta’s heat and humidi^ . 
<»ufd diminish the conipeti- 
tion and endanger the health 
of the runners. 


But the lAAF said the race 
should Stan at the traditional 
hour, with the top finishers 
entering the stadium just be- 
fore the closing ceremony on 
Au^ 4. 1996. 

‘The decision on the 


marathon time was made by 
the lAAF, which represents 
the athletes,” Brennan said. 
"The lAAF medical commit-’ 
tee feels the climatic condi- 
tions in Atlanta will be simi- 
lar to those in Barcelona. 


FOR SALE 


Chaparral receiver. Monterey 40. Still pack- 
ed for JD900. (Market price JD1300). 

Tel: 674484 


BMW CAR FOR 

BMW 735, 1985 model, silver blue, duty 
unpaid, full options. 

Pis. call tel. 645733 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARtF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
ClWc TnMi. MMl SWWM. toe 


WEEEXT BRIDGE QUIZ ■ 


Q.l— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AK 7J96 v73 4AKJ87S 
The bidding baa proceeded; 

South West North East 
1 * Pam 1 4 Pam 

7 

What do you bid now? 


^Vhat do you bid now? 

vulnerable, as South 


you bold: 

4Q652 TQM C»A676 4KS 
Partner opens with a dsinand Ud of 
two hearts. What do you respond? 


QJt^Botb vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AQ964S TEQ3 0Q106 47 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Paaa 2 T Para 

7 

What do you bid now? i 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q876 TA986 096 464S 
'Hie bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

Paaa Paaa 10 1 * 

2 0 ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.Z — ^Botb vulnerable, oa South 
you bold: 

4AK93 TK108 vAK7 4KQ4 

The bidding baa proceeded: 

Sooth Wegt North £aat 
2 NT Pass 3 T Pass 


Q.4— Both vulnenblei as SooUi 

you ln4di 

4Q7 99 OQJ1O802 4Q662 
’Hw bidding htf proceeded: 

North East Sooth Wert 
1 4 Pass 1 0 Paaa 
2NT Paaa ? 

What do you bid now? 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 


announces the invitation to tender 

JPMC announces the invitation to b\6 No. 
12F/95 (for the supply of flotation reagents 
and chemicals for Eshidiya benefication 
plant). 

The tender documents are available at 
JMPC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 
20th April 1995. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of J.D. (100) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Monday 15lh May 
1 995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


INVESTMENT IN TOURISM PROJECTS 
ON THE EASTERN DEAD SEASHORE 

The Ministry of Water and Irrigation - Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) is conducting engineering studies for the 
fcAowing areas on the Eastern Dead Sea Shore. 

- Suwelmeh 

- Zara 

- And other areas/Dead Sea. 

Jordan Valley Authority will start soon receiving applica- 
tions from investors who wish to invest in the Tourism 
Sector as part of Suweimeh's First Stage tourism develop- 
ment projects. Advertisement on other areas for develop- 
ment will be made later as soon as engineering studies 
are completed. 

Qualified, experienced, and financially capable parties 
need only apply regardless of their nationality, and are 
invited to contact JVA offices/Department of Rural De- 
velopmCTt to obtain necessary information and fill special 
application forms. JVA will study such applications and 
determine preliminary appropriate locations tor the prop 
osed projects as a Rrst Stage. - 

The next step would be to get necessary approvals from 
the JVA Board of Directors and Cabinet of Ministers. 

Se/yices such as restaurants, petrol stations, commercial 
buildings and others are not included In the present stage 
but will be advertised at a later date. 

JVA has available specially prepared application 
forms. 


TOUT 

Ground floor (same as villa), 4 bedrooms (one 
master). 3 bathrooms, living room, salons, kitchen, 
garden, private garage and well. Total area 375 
sq.m 

Location: Sweifieh - off Airport Road. 

For information & appointment call 818191 



The United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
UNRWA 

VACANCY NOTICE 


I / • • WWl . 
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The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East announces a 
vacancy of, Income-Generation Officer. Grade 13 
with a monthly salary starting at JD 453.600 fils and 
rising in annual Increments to JD 698.700 fils The 
usual allowances paid by the UNRWA, such as 
Dependency Allowances amounting to JD .37 for 
spouse and 7 dependent children may be added 
i The post, which requires a well-qualified person, is 

at the Relief and Social Services Department 

UNRWA Reid Office ~ Amman. 


i WINE 

a 



Applicants should have (1) A university degree in 
business studies, economics or social develop- 
ment. (2) Computer literacy. (3) Five years’ practical 
experience In income-generation with a local or 
international organisation involved in setting up 
business enterprises, and at least three years in the 
supervision and evaluation of such projects. (4) 
Excellent command of spoken and written English 
and Arabic. (5) Possession of a valid driver’s licence 
is essential. 
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Su^ission of completed forms to the JVA shall 
start on ^^rday 15/4/1995 and end at noon on 
Monday 15/5/1995. 


Secretary General 
Eng. Hashim Shboul 


Interested qualified persons are required to 
complete an UNRWA application form 
obtainable from the various UNRWA offices 
in Jordan, such as the Area Offices in North 
Amman (Telephone No. 841260), South Am- 
man (Telephone No. 783791), Zarqa (Tele- 
phone No. 09/983899) and Irbid (Telephone 
No. 02/242204), and submit it together with a 
recent photo to the Administration Clerks In 
the mentioned Area Offices, who will fbr- 
"^^isuch applications to the Field Person- 
nel Officer and Deputy Field Administration 
micer. For any inquiries please contact 
Personnel Division at Telephone No. 607312. 

Deadline for applications is Thursday Aprii 20 1995. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Chwma Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA* . 

Qnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

TeL: 618274 - 618275 

ammouh -theatre 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mmldnl TImmm 

Nabil & Hisham’s Td.: 625155 

ahlan theatre 

Tom Hanks ' 

. in 

Forrest Gump 

Shows 12:30, 3:1S. 6;1S, 9:13 

Jala Fahmi, kamal Shinnawi 
Najah Al Mav^f .... |n 
TATA WARiKA 
^ AND MR. KATHEM 

shows:ia30.3:30.5:00.6;30.8:30.10:30 

CONCORD *V 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows 12:30, 3:1S, 6:00. 8:30, IIUX) 

CONCORD *2’ 
Jean-Claude Van Da'mm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: I2J0. 3-JO, 5:43, 11:00 

Mum HIJazIn '*Sum'a” 

in the polHical sadro 

Hi Citimi 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfo 
Ck6ly on 6:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

^Halta Al AxftiM In the 
children? play 

Sa*dB*s RetHiii ☆☆ 

Shows of “Qirbeh 
Makhzouqa” will 
be stopped from 
now until further 
notice. 

The political satire: 

, al SAisAM YA SALAHL 

- at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed ' 
Saturdays & Sundays . 
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Sports 


investigators dig up Suns, 
^‘^'•iiiAussie race- fixing scam Spurs, 




SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
' “.New South Wales state 
"' •. CniDe Commissioi] wiO help 
‘r- poUce investigate allegatioiis 
^ top jock^ have been 
' involved in a hutt Australian 
;, ':^race-fb^ racket, o£Bdals 
'""•'.rsaid niday. 

” The Aostralian Jockey 
' ' dub (AJQ, vdndi regulates 
the raeiiig industry h«e, also 
fflmmnMed its stewards h^ 
■-'begun inuires into the alleged 
ring of 10 jockeys said 
to have fixed races at major 
‘ meetings in Sydn^, Ade- 
laide and Brisouie. 
hfonths of romonr and qje- 
.• eolation in the industry cul- 
minated Friday with a report 
by the Sydney Morning 
■ Herald diat the racket had 
born uncovered during an 
:v. -investigation by Australian 
"Federal POhoe of a major 
. dmg operation. 

Ihe paper said 4,000 hours 
-.. of conversations be> 
r tween jockeys, seciedy taped 
by pohee between May 1993 
aro An^ist last year, had 

I revealed one of the most 
extensive race-fixing 
ever seen in Australia. 

lYansciipts of the calls 
r^uefa tiK paper had obtahied 
reportedly revealed that 


Alleged oonnxrators in the 
drag deal had brib^ jock^ 
in tile three state'c^tals, bM 
mainly in Sydney. 

Two cmient senior Sydney 
jockeys “participated in race 
fixing with an allied drag 
boss who is now m {xison 
awaiting trial for drag im- 
portation,” the report said.' 

The jo^ys were said to 
have been involved in getting 
^mdicate members to place' 
Mb on mooDts they were 
riding in almost daity breach 
of the Anstralian Jockey 
Club's rales of racing. 

Hie tapes indicated tiie 
rac^fixing occurred during- 
major meetings, often in 
several races on one day, in 
which horses were impahed 
from running on their merits. 

TWo of the jockeys alleg^- 
}y t^ied denied involveinent 
in raoe-fixii^, but one had 
said “every jockey be knows 
had arraneed for people to 
pay them for tips.” The jock- 
ey also said that since jockeys 
were not allowed to bet, they 
might ask someone to place 
bets for tiiem. 

Whelan said the allegations 
held grave impUcations for 
Australian raang, arirfing- 
“Hie very story {riaoes the 


Martinez, Sabatini 
arid Maleeva advance 

AMELIA ISLAND, Flori<to day to the quanerfinals on 
(AP) — The top three seeds another windy, rainy day at 
— Conchita Martinez. Gab- the Bausch and Lomb Cham- 
riela Sabatini and Maggie pionships. 

Maleeva — advanced Thurs- The bad weather forced a 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
INSHMEISANI 

180m flat having 3 bedrooms, 2 large salons. 3 
Mth^rooms, 2 verandas, modem kitchen, central 
heating, complete furniture, telephone and lift 
from &fewa*^ Maqsura Hotel and just 1 00m away 

Call 675598 
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Slmsara Opp. Sight & Socmd 
1W. 666140 -686671/2 
PbBBe Can For RAsenoflom 
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WINE WITH US 

MThtruCm 

^j^&nopes 

HUNT 

FOR YOUR DRINKS 

SeciItfiWIth 'VSuR- 

lrienJ^4^DRirfk 

CoUponSAtMU %UR1U// 

KAROAKE 

KHCKAGAIN 

70'S BEER NIGHT 

'JourE>«»'Iw 950 Fits 

WliileLiSfeMinG'CJids 

ISe jllia]^nl$^MnGA‘^ 
FAT JAZZ WEDNESDAY 

y4[LfXC«nCfl1*FibM 

0U1? 1?fch'Bu^t% 
5joWiHiyoURl*'*“'fe 
bye jrizjy . 

► 

HAPPY NIGHT 

5o;r DiScouiit oisi 

all 


inte^ty of ladng in this state 
and indeed in this nation in 
question. 

“It*s absolutely essential 
that the pubfic have confi- 
dence in me way racing and 
sporting events are con- 
•ducted.” 

Lauer said the state inves- 
tigation had been underway 
since December but the. 
Crime Commission was noti- 
fied a month ago when h. 
readied a stage vriiere hs the 
special poweis were acces- 
s' to nirtfaer the investiga- 
tion. 

“It’s a leoogttition by the 
Police Service that the tradi- 
tional methods of investiga- 
tion need enhancement to 
proceed to a satisfactory con- 
dusion and that’s u^y we've 
approached the Crime Com- 
mission,” Laner said. 

The AJC issued a brief 
statement saying hs stipendi- 
ary stewards bad begim an 
itam^ate inquiry into the 
race fixmg auctions. 

Detectives of the state 
organised crime sqnad are 
lead^theinvestigatioo after* 
the federal police handed 
over details to state police 
late last year because it con- 
cerned state rather than a 
federal laws. 

five-hour delay of the start of 
play after hdting matches 
Wednesday afternoon. War- 
mer, calmer and dryer weath- 
er is forecast for thel^ three 
days of the tournament. 

Martinez, the top seed, 
routed Irina Spiries of Roma- 
nia 6-1 , 6-2 and will next face 
' Amanda Coetzer. The No. 5 
seed from South Aftica defe- 
ated Virginia Ruano Pascual 
of Spain a7-5, 7-5. 

*T think I played a near 
perfea game today,” said 
Martinez, who is looking for 
her second straight victory 
following last week's triumph 
«-at the Family Grcle Ma^- 
zine Cup at Hilton Head Is- 
land. South Carolina. 

“Hiat's not easy to do, as 
Irina is a good player,” Mar- 
tinez said. ‘There were some 
difficult points out there that 
could have gone either way.” 

No. 2 Sabatini- worr- her 
second straight match in a 
romp, overwhelming fellow 
Argentine Bettina Fulco- 
ViUeila 6-1, 64). Sabatini will 
next play another compat- 
riot. No. 6 Ines Go^ 
Fochategu. a 6-2, 7-5 winner 
over Wiltnid Probst of Ger- 
many. 

“I feel very good about my 
game,” said Sabatini who has 
lost only one game in two 
matches. “I’ve got a lot of 
confidence in the way I'm 
playing, more so than a year 
a^o at this time. That’s ftom 
winning some key matches in 
recent months.” 

Maleeva, the No. 3 seed, 

. lost her opening set to Chan- 
da Rubin of Lafayette, La., 
before rebounding for a 2-6, 
6-3, 6-0 win and the ri^t to 
take on Italy's Laurence 
Courtois. Courtois surprised 
No. 7 Zina Garrison Jackson 
of Houston 6-1, 3-6, 6-4, in 
one of the two three-set 
matches of the third round. 


VACANCY WANTED 

A Jordanian national with the following qualifications 
seeks job with a regional or Internationa] firm; 

- British graduate. 

-13 years experience in chemical industry (senior post) 

- Excellent contacts with local and Middle Eastern firms 

- Excellent skills in top management, marketing, sales and 
purchasing 

Interested parties please fax 556336 


PRIZES FOR YOUNG 


**Tvying is Winning” 

, Working toward enhancing scientific manpower in 
Jordan, prized for young ecientieta are now 
granted for Jordanians by the Third World Academy 
of Sciences (TWAS) in collaboration with the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS). Submission for these prizes 
is open till October 1995. 

Trie prize is awarded every year rotating among four 

fields of pure science Biology. Chemrstry, 
Mathematics and Physics. Young Jordanian 
scientists are now invited to apply for the TWAS 
Prize which amounts to ^000. Mathematics 
and Physics will be considered in the con- 
test for the prize in the next two years. 
So, if you are a Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of 
age not exceeding 40 years, we will be glad to 
receive your contribution in any of the two fields 
.mentioned above, taking into consideration that 
submission is open till October 1995. We are ready 
to provide you with any additional informatiorr about 
the rules & mechanism of submission. 

Interested applicants are kindly requested to con- 
tact Mrs. Majd Khayyat Talhouni at the following 
address: 

The TWAS UnK 

Royal Scientific Society 

P.O. Box 925819, Amman-Jordan 

Fax: 844806, Tel: 844701, Telex: 21276 RAMAH JO 
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Rockets 
win on 
road 


LANDOVER, Maryland (R) 
— Four of the NBA’s better 
teams had close scrapes on 
the road on Thursday, but 
talent and experience won 
out in the end. 

At Washington, Wesley 
Person scored seven of his ^ 
points in a decisive 13-0 burst 
to open the fourth quarter as 
the Phoenix Suns rallied from 
a 14-p6int third-quarter de- 
ficit to hand the Bullets their 
ninth straight loss 127-123. 

Charles Barkley scored 
seven of his 25 points in the 
final 79 seconds for the Suns, 
who snapped a two-game los- 
ing streak and remained a 
bdf-game behind Seattle for 
first place in the Pacific Divi- 
sion. 

’‘They played a great first 
half, but the best team won," 
Barkley said. “They have a 
great foture, but you don’t 
. live in the future, you live in 
the present.” 

Chris Webber had 29 
points, 10 rebounds and eight 
assists for the Bullets,- who 
have not won since March 19. 

The Suns have beaten the 
Bullets ei^t straight times 
and have won their last seven 
trips to Washington. 

Phoenix guard Danny 
Ainge made two 3-pointers in 
the first half, giving him 1 ,000 
for his career. Ainge became 
the third player in league 
history to reach the miles- 
tone. Joining Denver guard 
Dale Ellis and Indiana guard 
Reggie Miller. 

’ Calbert Cheaney scored 24 
points in less than three quar- 
ters for the Bullets, iriio are 
winless since losing rookie 
forward Juwan Howard to a 
sprained ankle. Cheaney cut 
his left eyelid in the third 
period and did not return. 

The first quarter ended in a 
41-4J tie. It was the most 
points in an opening period 
tor both teams this season. 

“It was a scary firt half," 
Phoenix coach Paul Westpha! 
said . “They were maldng 
everything they threw up. If 
they k^t getting 41 a quarter 
they would have beat us, but 
I Imew we had depth even 
though we have been strug- 
gling lately.” 

In Sacramento, Chuck Per- 
son’s 16-foot jumper ftom the 
‘right wing at the buzzer lifted 
the San Antonio Spurs to 
their frandiise record-tying 
13th straight win, a 9^94 
triumph over the Kings. 

“I knew the shot was 
good,” said Person. “I've 
been playing for 19 years and 
I’ve seen that shot a lot and I 
just take each shot one at a 
time.” 

“We’ve bad a lot of success 
late in games,” said Spurs 
Coach Bob Hill. “The team 
has confidence now, so we've 
been fortunate to win them.” 

Sacramento had tied the 



Dallas Mavericks #54 Ron Jones left and #44 center 
Lorenzo WifUams (ri^t) fail to prevent Orlando Magic #M 


forward Horace Grant from maldi^ a basket during their 
NBA game. Maj^ won 110-92 (AFP photo) 


game at 94-94 with 5.6 
seconds left on a 3-pointer 
ftt>m the top of the k^ Spud 
Webb. 

David Robinson scored 29 
points and Sean Elliott added 
18 for San Antonio, which 
unpfdi^ to a league-best 54- 
18 and opened a two-game 
lead over Utah fbr the top 
spot in the Western Confer- 
ence. 

The Spurs are 10-0 ance 
forward Dennis Rodman 
went down with a separated 
shoulder. San Antonio hasn't 
lost ance a 110-104 setback at 


Orlando on Mai^ 12. 

Mitch Richmond scored 24 
points and rookie Brian 
Grant netted 22 for the 
Kings, who remained tied 
with Denver for. the final 
Western Conferedoe playoff 

In Denver,' Detlef 
Schrempf scored 27 points 
and Shawn Kemp added 21 
and 18 rebounds as the Seat- 
tle Su]xrsonics held onto first 
place in the Pacific Division 
with a 106-100 rictoiy over 
the Nuggets. 

Gary Payton added 21 


RESULTS 


Phoenix 

127 

Washii^fon 

123 

Seattle 

106 

Denver 

100 

Houston 

110 

Gdden State 

102 

Saua Antonio 

96 

Sacramento 

94 


points for the Sonics (52-21), 
who won for the ei^th time 
in nine ^mes and maintained 
their slim lead over second- 
place Phoenix (52-22). 

Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf 
scored 29. points and Biyant 
Stith added 19 for the Nug- 
gets ^5-38), who fell out of a 
tie with Sacramento for the 
final j^yoff spot in the West- 
ern Conference. 

At Golden State, Qyde 
Drexler scored 17 of his 40 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Houston Rock^ rallied 
for a 110-102 victory over the 
Warriors. 

Drexler scored nine points 
in an 18-2 run that started the 
final period, erasing an 84-76 
Golden State lead &er three 
quarters. Sam Cavil's' 3- 
point play with 10:14 to play 
gave Houston the lead for 
good, 86-84. 


Drexler scored the final- 
four points of the ruQ_to gjve 
the Rockets a 94-86 lead and ' 
Golden State came no closer 
than five points thereafter. 

Houston is without centre 
Hakeem OlajuVvon and guard 
Vemon Maxwell. 

“It was very important for 
us to get this win without two 
big guys, we showed some 
character tonight,” Drexler 
said. “We’ve been playing all 
right lately. It was good to get 
over the hump and win. 

Tim Legler scored a 
season-high 24 points and 
Donyell Marshall added 23 
for Gqldea State, which has 
lost three of its last four 
games. 

Houston moved to within 
three games of the idle Los 
Angeles Lakers for the fifth 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. 


STANDINGS 
Eastern Conference 

Atlantic IHvisioa 


Western Conference 
Midwest Division 


X-Orlando 

X-New York 

Boston 

MBami 

Nm Jersey 

Philaddphui 

Wadiington 


W 

L 

PCL 

GB 

54 ” 

19 

.740 


48 

25 

,658 

6 

30 

43 

,411 

24 

29 

45 

J92 

25 

27 

46 

,370 

27 

20 

53 

,274 

34 

18 

55 

,247 

36 


X-San Antonio 

54 

18 

.750 

X-Hlah 

53 

21 

.716 

Houston 

43 

30 

,589 

Denver 

35 

38 

.479 

Dallas 

32 

39 

.451 

Minnesota 

20 

53 

,274 


Phdfic Division 


Central DivMon 


X-lndiana 

48 

26 

.649 


X-Charlotte 

44 

28 

.611 

3 

X-Chicago 

40 

33 

,548 

7Vi 

A-devcland 

39 

34 

.534 

8Vi 

Atlanta 

36 

37 

,493 

nvt - 

Mibrankee 

28 

45 

,384 

1916 

Detroit 

26 

46 

.361 

21 


X-Seattle 
X-Fboenix 
X-L.A. Lakers 
PortfauMl 
Sacramento 
Golden Slate 
L.A. Clippers 


CUndted playoff berth 


52 

21 

.712 

52 

22 

.703 

46 

. 27 

.630 

38 

34' 

.528 

35 

38 

A79 

23 

SO 

.315 

15 

59 

.203 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Poll vaulter killed in practice jump 

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico (AP) — A 15-year-old 
high school pole vaulter died after boundng off the landing 
mat and striking his head during a practice jump. Colin 
Larkin-Hiomson, a Del Norte High SDhool sophomore 
honours student, was pronounced dead at universi^ 
hospital in this southwestern U.S. city. Albuquerque public 
schools spokesman Rick Murray said the vaulter had made 
five successful practice vaults during warmups at La Cueva 
High School before the fatal sixth attempt. He never 
regained consciousness, his parents said Hiursday night. 
His heart, liver and kidneys all quickly found transplant 
recipients. ‘To know that his life already has saved four 
other people’s lives — it’s a perfect metaphor to me for 
who he was,” said his father Robert Thomson. 

Plane tail part falls on tennis court 

DES MOINES, Washington (AFP) — A piece of an 
airplane tail broke off of a Boeing 727 Delta jet and landed 
on a tennis court during a high school match, a U.S. offidai 
said. Hie 68-centimeter piece that weighed about eight 
ounces landed on Monday about six imtres (18 feet) from 
the nearest person but no one was injured, said Mount 
Rainier High School prindpal Peter Ways. The plane had 
left Seattle-Tacoma airport and was headed for Los 
Angeles when the top of the tail broke off, though it po^ 
no danger to the passengers, said Federal -'Aviation 
Administration spokesman Dick Meyer. Delta spokesman 
Clay McConnell said the piece was not essential to safe 
handling of a jet. 


Cruyff sticking with Barcelona 

BARCELONA (AFP) — Dutch coach Johan Cruyff has 
dedded to stay with Barcelona, ending weeks of specula- 
tion that the most successful manager in the club's history 
was on his way out. “Everything is fine, we’ve agreed on 
•everything,” said Cruyff after a meeting on Thursday night 
with dub President Jose Luis Nunez and vice-president 
Joan Gaspart. Cruyff had been threatening to quit because 
he fell undermined on certain team issues and was 
personally upset at local press treatment of his son and first 
team contender, Jordi. But after three hours with the dub’s 
top offidals, Cruyff said; “I am happy and optimistic for 
the future.” 

Vilas wins Senior Circuit season debut 

BOCA RATON, Florida (AP) — Guillermo Vilas held off 
Harold Solomon 6-1, 3-6, 7-5 in the first round of the 
SISO.OOO Corel Champions, the season-opening event of 
the men’s 35-and-over tour. In the ninth game of the third 
set. Vilas managed to hold serve to take a 5-4 lead and 
regain control. Vilas won five consecutive games to take 
the first set. but dropped five straight to lose the second 
Solomon was up a break in the third before Vilas battled 
back to win in 2 hours, 21 minutes. Vilas advanced to the 
quarterfinals, where second-seeded Bjorn Borg awaits. 
Jimmy Connors is the top seed in the event, with S40.000 


going to the winner. This is the second season of rhe 
Champions Tour. There are 11 tournaments and a total 
‘purse of S3.5 million.. 
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Aum sect had 


sarin — reports 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Jap- 
ne$e police said Friday that 
the Aum Supreme Truth reli- 
gious sect, under probe for 
possible involvement in the 
Tokyo subway nerve gas 
attack, had sarin gas in their 
base, Jiji Press reported. 

The report came after 
police on Friday discovered 
by-products of the sarin 
nerve gas at the central 
Japanese base, following a 
series a raids on sect premises 
during which large amounts 
of chemicals suitable for pro- 
ducing the toxic gas were 
seized. 

Sarin gas. developed by 
Nazi Germany, was used in 
the Tokyo subway attack last 
month which killed 1 1 people 

Police on Friday disco- 
vered traces of chemical sub- 
stances called methyl- 
phosphoric acid mono- 
isopropyl on equipment con- 
fiscated from die sect's che- 
mical plant in the compound, 
Kyodo News Service said. 

A police source told Kyodo 
that the discover further 
strenghtened suspidons that 
the cult was involved in the 
subway attack. 

Police are likely to launch a 
fill] investigation into the cult 
over the subway attack and 
another gas p<risoning that 
killed seven people and in- 
jured 200 in Matsumoto, cen- 
tral Japan last June, Jiji said. 

Police also suspect that 
Aum was secretly manufac- 
turing guns at its tidlity in 
Tomizawa, Yamanashi pre- 
fecture, police sources told 
Kyodo Friday. 

Investigators found 
machine tools suitable for 
pFodudng gun parts at the 


fadlity during a search Tues- 
day, the sources said. 

The nation's police chief, 
who was in charge of the 
investigation into the Aum 
and the gas attack, was shot 
and seriously injured in 
Tokyo. No arrests have yet 
been made. 

The sect has denied any 
involvement in the two gas 
attacks and the assassination' 
attempt. 

Two days after the attacks, 
police launched a series of 
raids on Aum fadlities, con- 
centrating on complexes at 
I^miku Isshild, a village at 
the foot of Mount Fuji, 100 
kilometres west of Tokyo. 

'They have found vast che- 
mical stockpiles that indude 
all the ing^ients of sarin, 
sophisticated laboratory 
equipment, secret plants and 
documents. But they have yet 
to find evidence to link the 
cult to the attacks. 

Police are investigating 
Aum under suspicion of 
"preparation for murder” but 
nearly three weeks after the 
subway attacks no formal 
charges have been laid. Even 
if police establish that sarin 
gas was present at the cult 
facility, they must show that 
the sect actually made it. 

NHK Television said 
police will likely dismantle a 
sophisticated, large-scale 
chemical fadlity at a complex 
known as the seventh satian, 
after the Sanskrit word for 
truth. 

If they discover either sarin 
or the chemical which was 
reported found on Friday, 
this will constitute evidence 
the cult was making the lethal 
nerve gas, NHK said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. seeks to keep Libya off Security Council 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A top U.S. offidal described as 
"repu^ant" Thursday the idea of Libya holding a seat on 
the uTN. Security Coundl and said the United States was 
lobbying against it at the United Nations. "We are waging a 
vigourous diplomatic effort to thwart seating this interna- 
tional pariah on the Security Coundl,” Assistant Secretary 
of State Robert Pelletreau told a congressional committee. 
“Libya's position on the Securi^ Council would give it 
frequent opportunities to oppose international cooperation 
on a range of important issues,” Mr. Pelletreau said. “It is 
also repugnant to consider Security Coundl membership 
for a nation in flagrant violation of the coundl’s resolution 
and so clearly opposed to the character and pirindples of 
the body.” 


Mystery woman found in island cave 


NICOSIA (AFP) — A mystery woman was found in a cave 
in a remote comer of Cyprus where she had lived for three 
weeks and taken to hospital suffering ^m dehydration and 
lack of food, police said Friday. The woman, aged 45 to 50. 
was discovered Wednesday after a tip-off from a village in 
the Polis area in the Akamas peninsula, some 100 
kilometres northwest of Nicosia, police spokesman Sawas 
Antoniandes told AFP. The woman has no identification 
papers but was believed to be a foreigner. She has so far 
remained silent and her only communication was to draw a 
boat on a piece of paper. 


Fugitive in Lockheed case arrested in Syria 


ATLANTA (AP) — A former Lockheed Corporation 
executive who fled after being indicted on federal bribery 
charges has been arrested in his native Syria, federal 
offiaats said Thursday. Suleiman Nasser, a former execu- 
tive of Lockheed's international division in Geneva, had 
been a fugitive since last June. He was indicted along with 
Lockheed and another executive on charges of conspiring 
to bribe an Egyptian legislator to promote the sale to Egypt 
of cargo planes made at Lockheed's Marietta. Georgia, 
plant. Mr. Nasser had promised to appear in Atlanta for 
airaignent June 28, but instead he fled from Geneva to 
Syria, said Martin Weinstein, an assistant U.S. attorney in 
Atlanta. He said Mr. Nasser was arrested March 20 by 
Syrian authorities and is being held at Adra prison, about 
50 kilometres north of Damascus. "TTie United States had 
known he was in Syria,” Mr. Weinstein said. Wein- 
stein declined to say what efforts are being made to bring 
Mr. Nasser to Atlanta to stand trial. He noted that there is 
no extradition treaty between Syria and the United States. 


Iran, Russia sign transportation agreements 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Russia and Iran have signed agreements 
to boost rail and sea links and establish a joint shipbuilding 
company, the Islamic Republic News Agency reported 
Friday. The agency, monitored in Cyprus, said that 
according to an agreement signed Thursday between Iran's 
Transportation Minister Akbar Torkan and his Russian 
counterpart, Vitali Yefimov, Iranian ships will call at the 
Russian port of Astrakhan as of July 1 . The agreement calls 
for cooperation in shipbuilding and related equipment, 
IRNA said. It said a separate ^reement calls for a rail link 
between the two neighbouring countries. An air link 
between Astrakhan and the northern Iranian province of 
Gilan and the possibility of a joint rail and sea link which 
would stretch all the way south to the Gulf also it un<^r 
study. 


Cypriot sportsmen leave Turkey happy 


ANKARA (R) — The Republic of Cyprus handball team 
left for home on Friday with “happy memories” after, 
playing a European cup game against political rival Turkey, 
the Anatolian news agency said. “We are leaving Turkey, 
with very happy memories which we won't forget. Together 
we have proved once again that sports is victorious over 
politics,” said Yiangos Demetriou. Cypriot huidb^l fed- 
eration chief, before the team flew from Istanbul, liie 
Turkish government broke with precedent last month by 
sending me national team to play against Greek Cypriots in 
their side of divided Cyprus. 


Sudan, Russia in military talks 


KHARTOUM (R) — Military co-operation talks between 
Sudan and Russia ended in Khartoum on 'Diursday, state 
television announced. The report said the talks were held 
at general command, the headquarters of the Sudanese 
army, with the Sudanese side headed by Lieutenant- 
General Faisal Mohammad Sinada. 



MEMORIES OF WAR: A rescue runs with an Christian sector in neatly three years since the 
iiyured baby after the expiosion of a car bomb Lebanese president-ele^ Beshir Gemayal, 
in the Sinn Al Fil quaiW of Beirut, which died in an explosion in 19S2. The Lebanese 
brought down seve^ buildings, killing 55 dvil war broke out 20 years in April 13, 
people and wounding 125 others on May 22, 1975 (AFP photo) 

1985. It was the most powerful blast in the 


Dembri: 

No 


civil war 


in Algeria 


LONDON (AFP) — Alge- 
rian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salab Dembri 
denied Friday that his coun- 
try was in the throes of civil 
war, and said that estimates 
of up to 40,(XX) dead in the 
three-year conflict were “ex- 
aggerated.” 

Referring to an “official 
communique of the national 
observatory of human 
rights,” Mr. Dembri told a 
news conference here that 
“fewer than 10,000” people 
had been killed in the conflict 
between militants and the 
military-backed government. 

Asked about a two-week- 
old government offensive 
against the armed militants, 
Mr. Dembri said “Algeria is 
not a country engaged in dvil 
war.” 

He added: 'There is some 
activity by some armed 
groups, and this activity is 
currently confronted by the 
action of our own security 
services. 

He refused to give any 
casualty toll from the opera- 
tions which according to 
Algerian press estimates have 
left up to 2.800 dead. 

The London-based Arab 
daily Al Sharq Al Awsat re- 
ported Friday that the ban- 
ned Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) accused the Algerian 
government of killing 
thousands of dvilians in its 
latest offensive. 

Mr. Dembri also said that a 
pe^ plan adopted by the 
main Algerian opposition 
parties was “already out- 
dated” because several 
opposition leaders have 
agreed to hold talks with the 
government. 

“Now that the resumption 
of dialogue in Algeria is hap- 
pening with the parties pre- 
sent in Rome, on the basis of 
new proposals, the (Rome) 
platform is historically out of 
date,” Mr. Dembri said. 

He said that "the main 
thing is that the dialogue is 
happening in Algeria be- 
tween Algerians.” 

Eight Algerian opposition 
movements, including the 
FIS, adopted in January a 
plan in Rome notably calling 
for unconditional negotia- 
tions with the Algiers govern- 
ment and the liberation of 
jailed FIS leaders. 

The FIS was outlawed after 
the government cancelled the 
second round of elections in 
January 1992 that the FIS was 
posied to win. 

Asked about the absence 
of the FIS in the dialogue, 
Mr. Dembri said that "con- 
tacts are under way with 
those^ of its leaders able to 
contribute to the reinforce- 
ment of national dialogue.” 


Arabs pressured to back 
NPT extension — Syria 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Syria, saying Arab states 
were being subjected to *‘big 
pressures" to back the exten- 
sion of a treaty banning tbe 
spread of nudear weapons, 
luged them on Friday not to 
budge until Israel signed it. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said, he 
hoped Arab states would 
stand united on refusing to 
vote at a U.N. conference 
opening in New York on 
April 17 for an indefinite 
extension of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (.NPT) 
unless Israel joined the trea- 
ty- 

"It is unfortunate there are 
big pressures being applied 
on the Arab states while no 
pressure is being put on Israel 
to join this treaty,” Mr. Shar- 
aa told Beirut’s Future Tele- 
vision in an interview. 

"If it is assured that there is 
commitment to the letter and 
spirit of the (Mar^ ^) re- 
solution issued unanimously 
by the Arab League then the 
Arabs would have taken a 
united stand on the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty — 
that they will not accept to 
join unless Israel joined,” 
Dr. Sharaa added. 

Arab League members' 
foreign ministers, meeting in 
Cairo in March, said in a 
resolution that it was 
“dangerous and unaccept- 
able" that Israel remain out- 
side the 25-year-old treaty. 

But they failed to agree 
what to do if it rejected to 
join. 

Some Arab countries have 
dismissed any link between 
Israel's position and their 
stand on the NPT. 

Israel, widely telieved to 
haver some 200 nuclear war- 
heads, has refused to sign the 


NPT. saying it would do so 
only when comprehensive 
Middle East peace is 
reached, including with coun- 
tries like Iran, Iraq and 
Libya, whidi the Jewish state 
says want to destory it. 


U.S. Secretarv of State 
Warren Christopher said on 
Wednesday it would be a 
grave mistake to make sup- 
port for extending the treaty 
conditional on actions by 
countries outside the treaty 
— a clear reference to Israel. 

Mr. Sharaa said: “There is 
a grave contradiction when 
... they tell the Arabs you 
have to back the indefinite 
extension of the treaty and 
you should not put any condi- 
tions before joining this trea- 
ty while they do not talk with 
ferael about the necessity that 
it should join too and not put 
conditions.” 


No Egypt-lsrael deal 


Israel and Egypt failed to 
reach agreement Thursday in 
talks seeking ways in which 
the two countries might join 
the NPT. 

“Our position has not 
dianged,” Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said after 
a 90-minute meeting with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in a Paris hotel. 


The two officials met in the 
wake of a call by the United 
States for direct negotiations 
between the two within the 
framework of the treaty, 
which Egypt refuses to sign as 
long as Israel is not bound by 
the pact's limitations. 

"We met in the framework 
of a discussion,” and will 
meet ^ain after consulting 
with the home governments, 
Mr. Musa said. 
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Moderates win writers 


association elections 


By Sa’eda Kibni 

Spedai to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Novelist and 
scriptwriter Ibrahim Absi on 
Fricfey won the presidency of 
the Jordanian Writeis Asso- 
ciation (JWA) vrith 120 votes 
against his main rival, Salem 
Nahhas, who got 93 votes. 

Mr. Absi beaded the 
“Democratic Cultural” 
stream against the ^fighting 
normalisation” stream 
headed by Mr. Nahhas. 

The only other candidate 
for the presidency, Aischa 
Khawajeb Al Razem, re- 
ceived only nine votes. Nine 
blank votes were cast. Hiree 
other candidates, Hisham 
Gharaibeh. Issa Jarajera and 
^oud Qubeilat. withdrew 
from the race. 

There has been no radical 
change on the overall struc- 
ture of the association's 
administration itself. Mr. 
Absi's group won seven out 
of ten seats of the administra- 
tive committee in comparison 
with six in the previous one. 

Twenty six candidates were 
competing for the 10 adminis- 
trative committee seats. The 
two main streams within the 
association ran in two main 
blocs fielding 20 candidates. 


Six otheTS ran as indepen- 
dents, but all lost. 

The democratic cultural 
stream's seven successful 
candidates were: Basel 
Rafa’ieh: 116 votes, Abdul- 
lah Radwan: 110 votes. 
Mohammad Al Amiri: 97 
votes, Suleiman Al Azni'i: 96 
votes, Salah Jarar: 95 votes 
and Rawda Al Hudhud (the 
only fem^e member)' 87 
votes. 

The bloc headed by Mr. 
Nahhas won only three seats 
with its candidates: Yousef 
Abdul Aziz: 100 votes, 
Mouafeq Mahadin: 93 votes, 
and Hisham Chassib. 88 


votes. 

Four members were 
announced as reserve mem- 
bers: Ibrahim Khatib, 
Mohammad Lafi, Ramadan 
Rawashdeh and Mustafa 
Saleh. 

The JWA has 365 mem- 
bers: 231 members have 
voted out of 244 members 
who had the right to vote 
after paying all dues to the 
association. 

Mr. Mabaddin described 
the results as “worse than 
before” but vowed that the 
three hardliners within the 


(Continiied on page 7) 


Doctors vote, say they 
will not follow directive 


to exclude West Bankers 


By Beatrix Immgnkamp 
Jordan Times Staif Reporter 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA) 
held its general elections on 
Friday and association 
sources said the 7, 521- 
member group would chal- 
len^ a Miniso^r of Health 
decision to exclude West 
Bank doctors from its execu- 
tive coundl. 

Ishaq Maraka, the incum-, 
bent JMA president, said “it 
was too late” for the associa- 
tion to abide by a ministry 
directive that all 10 members 
of the coundl be eleaed in 
Friday's elections in Amman 
as opposed to the practice of 
electing nine members in 
Amman and the 10th in elec- 
tions in Jerusalem to be held 


at a later date. 

The Ministry of Health 
also said that it would 
appoint the candidate who 
received the 10th highest 
votes in Friday's elections as 
the lOtb memter of the coun- 
dl regardless of the assoda- 
tion's approach. 

The amended change in 
the electoral process would 
effectively lead to the can- 
cellation of a seat reserved 
for West Bank doctors, on 
the lO-member executive 
coundl. 

Dr. Maraka told the Jor- 
dan Times that the Ministry 
of Health's directive, signed 
'1^ acting Minister of H^th 
Abdul Razak Ensour. had 
reached the assodation late 
Thursday. As such, he said, 

(Conlinoed on page 7) 


Jerusalem cleric urges 
peaceful holy war 


CAIRO (AFP)— The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-appointed mufti of 
Jerusalem backed calls for a 
jihad to end Israeli occupa- 
tion of East Jerusalem but 
added it did not have to mean 
a Muslim holy war. 

“It is a duty of all Muslims 
to stand together to liberate 
Holy Jerusalem and return it 
to Arab and Islamic 
sovereignty,” Sheikh Akram 
Sabri told the London-based 
Arab daily Al Sharq Al 
Awsat. 

“However, jihad is not 
necessarily a holy war, it 
means using any methods 
possible to return Jeru- 
salem,” he added. 

Sheikh Sabri said the 1993 
Israeli-Palestinian autonomy 
agreements had “become in 
the hands of (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Rabin 
merely ink on paper." 

Since the siting of the 
accords, “nothing has 
changed. Blood is still flow- 
ing, the honour of Palesti- 
nians is still being violat^ 
and massacres by the occupy- 
ing forces are continuing,” he 
added. 

He rejected an internation- 
al administration for Jeru- 
salem — the eastern sector of 
which the Jewish state has 
“annexed” — as “another 
mask for Israeli.occupation.” 

The mufti, who is also the 


imam of Al Aqsa Mosque, 
said Israeli excavations be- 
neath Islam's third holiest 
shrine were “still going on 
and have caused more tiian 
400 cracks in the mosque's 
walls.” 


He called for handing re- 
sponsibility for protecting 
Islamic sites in Jerusalem 
over to “an Islamic authority 
from various Islamic coun- 
tries until Jerusalem is liber- 
ated ftom occupation and b^ 
comes the Palestinian capit- 
al.” 

Sheikh Sabri, who was 
appointed as mufti by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, re- 
jected Jordan's custodianship 
over the city’s Muslim 
shrines, underlining that “Al 
Aqsa Mosque is Palestinian.” 

“Jordan has no right to 
demand administration of 
these sites nor is there any 
historicai claim justifying 
Jordanian authority over 
Jerusalem,” he contended. 


In October, Jordan 
appointed Sheikh Abdul 
Qadir Abdin as mufti of Jeru- 
salem. on the same day that 
Mr. Arafat named Sheikh 
Sabri to the position. 

Sheikh Sabri said that Jor- 
dan was not the only Muslim 
country financing the admi- 
nistration and maintenance 
of the holy sites, which cost 
S20 million a year. 


FBI informant says he has stopped lying 


NEW YORK (AP) — After 
befriending people in Amer- 
ica by telling them lies. 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBD) informant En^ 
Salem has testified that the 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing convinced him he had to 
tell the truth to stop other 
attacks. 

Mr. Salem on Thursday 
told a federal court jury in 
the trial of Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman and 10 others 
^at the Feb. 26. 1993, bomb- 
ing helped him overcome his 
fear of losing his anonymity 
by taking the witness stand. 

“I felt obligations; either I 
keep the boosted image I 
created on lies... or smash 
this image and go back to 
work for the FBI.” he said. 

Mr. Salem has testified 
that he lied to nearly every- 
one he met when he enter^ 
the United States in 1987 
after retiring frxim 17 years in 
the Egyptian army. 

He said he boasted of 


being wounded as a body- 
guard at the assassination of 
Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat even though he was not 
a bodyguard and was not 
injured. He also claimed he 
personally' knew the leaders 
of Iraq and Libya and the 
milit^ capabilities of Mid- 
dle East countries even 
though he did not. 

He has said he stopped 
working as an informant for 
the FBI in July 1992 because 
he did not went to tape re- 
cord conversations and tesF 
tify, out of fear his family 
would be harmed. 

The defendants are ac- 
cused of conspiring to terro- 
rise the United States with 
bombing, killings and assas- 
sinations to force the United 
States to change its Middle 
East policies, especially to- 
wards Israel and Egypt. 

Mr. Salem defended his 
motives Thursday for return- 
ing to work for the FBI after 
the trade centre bombing. 


which killed six people and 
injured more than 1 ,000. 

“I felt I was obligated to 
smash this image and ^mit 
my sins in front of everybody 
here and go back because I 
know that's not the last 
bombing,” he said. 

Asked about one of the 
defendants. Mr. Salem said 
he “liked certain parts in the 
man. but I hated the person 
who want to build bombs to 
kill innocent people.” 

“Anyone who builds 
bombs and had no remorse in 
his heart and his brain to 
blow bombs. I believe that he 
is terrorist,” Mr. Salem 
added. 

Defence lawyer John 
Jacobs accused him of trying 
to blackmail the FBI into 
paying a large sum of money 
for his work by threatening to 
disclose thar the agency did 
not pay atico' on in 19% 
when he warned bombings 
were likely. 

"No sir, I was prciecting 


myself,” Mr. Salem told Mr. 
Jacobs, saying he feared the 
FBI would accuse him of 
participating in the bombing. 
Mr. ^em aid he secretly 
taped conversations with FBI 
a^nts so he could reveal 
them if the agency turned 
against him. 


Mr. Jacobs questioned him 
about a conversation be- 
tween an FBI agent and Mr. 
Salem in which the infonnant 
said the trade centre bomb 
was “built by uh. uh, uh, 
supervising, supervision from 
the bureau, and the D.A. and 
we were all informed about 
it. And we know that the 
bomb start to be built. By 
who? By your confidential 
infonnant.” 


Mr.Salem has testified that 
he warned the FBI in 1992 
that Sheikh Abdul Rahman's 
group was planning to b^b 
several New York city land- 
marks, but he 'did not specify 
the trade centre. 



Police search 
for 'silver 
bible’ thieves 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Offi- 
cials offered a 100.000- 
kronor ($14,000) reward fbr 
information leading to the 
arrest of two men who en- 
tered an exhibition and stole 
part of a rare 6th-century 
bible. The handwritten 
manuscript, known as the Sil- 
ver Bible, was seized as loot 
by Swedish troops in Prague 
in 1648 near the end of the 
30-year war. It is considered 
one of Sweden's national tre- 
asures. The theft occurred 
during opening hours 
'Wednesday at the Uppsala 
University Library, about 60 
kilometres (35 miles) north of 
Stockholm. Police said they 
could track the thieves' trail 
only as far as a nearby park. 
“It's not a matter of life and 
death, but it's bad enough. 
It's as if the Mona Lisa Md 
been stolen.” Uppsala Police 
Chief Lars Nylen told repor-' 
ters. No demands for ransom 
have been made. Art experts 
and police said the stolen 
pages would be impossible to 
sell on the open market. 
Museum officials said the 
artifact was not insured be- 
cause the premium would 
have been too expensive. The 
thieves smashed a plate-^ass 
case and ripped out two 
pages and a copy of the oii- 
gtnal silver cover from fee 
Bible. The original cover and 
the other pages are stored in 
an another part of the library. 
The bible manuscript was 
written with gold and silver 
ink. It contains the four gos- 
pels which were translated 
into Gothic by Bishop Ulfilas 
in the 4th century, llie manu- 
script is one of the few ex- 
isting remnants of Gothic, an 
early Germanic language. 
Sweden has declined a re- 
quest by Czech President 
Vaclav flavel to return the 
Bible to his country. 





Cardinal accused 
of sexual abuse 
resigns post 


rKi'. 


Vienna. Austria (ap) — 

In his first reaction to mount- 
ing criticism, a Roman 
Catholic cardinal accused of 
sexually abusing students in 
the 1970s stepped down 
Thursday as head of the Au- 
strian Bishops' Conference. 
Cardinal Hans-Hermann 
Groer gave up the post just 
two days after being narrowly 
reelected. Still, the 75-year- 
old Archbishop of Vienna 
remained silent about the 
allegations, first published 10 
days ago. However, Thurs-' 
day's move indicated he 
probably also would resign as 
archbishop. Fellow bishops 
initially expressed support for; 
Arch. Groer. and newspap-; 
ers in this predominantly* 
Catholic country were cau-‘. 
tious with the story or even; 
ignored it. But as more peo-’^ 
pie come forward claiming to’ 
have been abused, pressure 
mounted on Arch, (jroer to 
break his silence. On Thurs- 
day. Austria's biggest Roman 
Catholic lay group. Catholic 
Action, demanded a church- 
investigation of Arch. Groer. 
In addition, the main Catho- 
lic Youth organisation in- 
sisted on a statement from bis 
to salvage what it called fee 
church's “massively dam- 
aged” credibility. 
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Police ban 
bombay riots film 
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BOMBAY (R) — Police 
banned the screening of n 
controversial film about 
Hindu-Muslim riots in Bom* 

bay due for release Friday, 
after Muslim leaders pro- 
tested that it implied they 
instigated the bloodshed. A 
police spokesman said fee 

order barring the screening 01 
the film “bombay^ o-j. ^ 

applied only to Bombay. 'TlK ^ 

film is set against the barf’ " -- 

drop of 1993 riots in whirf c.. ’ 

800 people were killed in V' ^ * ‘ 

India's commercial capita. . t;''' 1:^. : 

The spokesman told ir,-' •. j 

ters the ban was imposed. ^ ; , 
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leaders requested a bap 
Thursday after seeing a pfr ^ ^ 

vate screening of the ; 

Bombay, which used to - 

the reputation of a wleraBr-'^l^triQy 
cosmopolitan city, was ^ j ‘*8c|ri ® 
worst hit in nationwide 
munal violence in whirf . 
some 2,500 people weie.ldl^^ J% 'AFp, 
led. most of them Muslims* ^ 

Censors, treading gingerly^ 
a subject as sensitive as j)j ® 

riots, had earlier referred .r the ^ ' ’ 

move Bombay to every cob' oun*,, '" 
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said they were incensed ^ 

the film and had planned-t^ Pto--”’ 

demonstrate against it. bifr 
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